
 

 

   30th August 2018 

Persistence   Confidence   Getting Along   Organisation   Resilience 

Principal’s Desk 
 
 
New Building 
 
I thought I should start this week with the response from the architects to the feedback they had received about the 
concept drawings they had submitted.  You will note that there is no mention at this stage of the Preschool. As stated in 
last week’s newsletter, there are currently talks between the DET and the Early Childhood Department as to what will 
eventuate and until that is finalised, we don’t know what will happen. We also have a meeting this Friday to incorporate 
landscaping into the masterplan. 
 
“Minx Architecture Pty Ltd would like to thank everybody for the detailed and constructive feedback received from both 
the School Community and School Staff following the display of preliminary Concept Masterplan Options.  Everyone’s 
time and effort is much appreciated. 
  
There was clear, decisive and extensive feedback regarding: 
A Desire to retain the existing garden area (Green Thumb Club) 
B Desire to retain the hardcourts, extent as existing, and to find another location for the future Peak Relocatables (2 

storey).  
C Concern regarding the proposed decrease of onsite carparking 
Feedback also identified some other key issues, for example: amenity access for outside school hours users (farmer’s 
market & cricket) which is very useful.  All the feedback comments and issues raised are being considered as we 
develop a Masterplan solution. 
  
We continue to work with the School Masterplan Committee and the VSBA to develop a School Facilities Masterplan, 
based on the brief and VSBA Masterplan guidelines, that delivers both new and enhanced 21

st
 century educational 

facilities to support the school’s pedagogy, the aim of which is to deliver optimum teaching and learning outcomes for 
both staff and students." 
 
Mr Walsh 
 
It is with a great deal of sadness that I have to tell you that Mr Walsh is leaving the school. He has just been appointed as 
the new Assistant Principal at Viewbank Primary School starting next term. Viewbank PS is a much larger school (over 
600 students) but, more importantly for Mr Walsh, it is only 6km away from where he lives. 
Mr Walsh has made many very valuable contributions to Bonbeach PS in many different aspects that would not be 
immediately apparent to most of the community. Data collection, changes to policies and curriculum, student well-being, 
timetables, School Council, assisting at every Farmers’ Market and unblocking toilets are just a few of the things Mr 
Walsh has undertaken in his time here. The teachers and the students will miss his quiet, calm and friendly manner.  
He has been a major contributor to the leadership team that has made Bonbeach PS run so smoothly and achieve so 
much over the last few years.  
I am sure that you all would join me in wishing him all the very best for the future. 
 
Aerobics Teams 
 
I am sure that you have already heard the news but I would be very remiss if I didn’t mention how amazing our Aerobics 
teams are. They have now won back to back National Championships at the Gold Coast last weekend and the pairs 
team of Tara and Grace Ash were runners up in their competition as well! Thank you to Mrs Batson and Mrs Mullavey for 
organising and running the many training sessions. An absolutely fantastic effort from everyone involved! 
 
Environment Warrior 
 
Bonbeach has its own super hero! This super hero does not have magical powers or super powers but they do have a 
secret identity and an enormous passion for the environment, particularly the environment at Bonbeach. I have received 
2 letters from him/her expressing their concern about how we are not looking after the school grounds at all well. I am 
taking this to the Junior School Council to see what solutions they can come up with and also visit the classrooms to talk 
about this very important issue with all the students. Included in the last letter was this message that we should all take 
notice of:- 



 

 

Important Message from your Environment 
 

Please Bin Your Rubbish 

Making Payments at the Office 
 
Most of the payments for incursions, fees, etc. are now being paid through Compass or using cards. Therefore, the office 
does not carry any significant amounts of cash at any one time. This means that if you wish to pay for something at the office 
with cash (remember cash??), the office staff are often unable to provide change. If you are paying for something at the office 
with cash, please remember to send the exact amount. 
 
Ga Ga Pit 
 
The Ga Ga Pit will be off limits to students before school and after school until 3:45pm until further notice. They will still be 
able to play in it during school times. This decision has been made following the large number of disputes and also injuries 
that have occurred, due mainly to the mixing at these times of younger students with the older students. Parents who allow 
their children to play in the Ga Ga Pit after 3:45pm are responsible for their supervision. This will be reviewed next term 
 
 
Not Returning Next Year? 
I know this seems very early to be thinking about next year but the DET has already requested projected numbers for next 
year for the school. If your child is not is not returning to Bonbeach PS next year, could you please advise the office in writing 
so that we can start organising classes and rooms. 
 
I recently read this article and thought it was very timely. 

 

Kids need good men in their lives 
 
By Michael Grose 
 
While rummaging through my bookshelves at home recently I stumbled across Romulus, My Father by Raimond Gaita, a 
book that had a huge impact on me as a father. 

Romulus, My Father is a lovingly told memoir of a hard-working father who remained faithful to his family and friends despite 
his wife’s affairs, her mental illness and dealing with the hardships of earning a living in 1950s and ’60s rural Australia. It’s a 
tale of love, friendship and character. 

One line in the book, “I know what a good man is because I saw it in my father,” struck an instant chord with me. It was a 
reminder that kids need to have close experiences with men who have real depth of character and strength if they are to 
adopt those qualities themselves and also look for them in partners. 

 
Role models of quality 

Sadly, children and young people are less likely to see these qualities in many of our current political leaders and other public 
figures. Self-interest and shallowness of character, at least in a public sense, seems to be standard fare at present. 

Like Gaita, I had the good fortune to have a father who was also a good man. He wasn’t wealthy, famous or ambitious. 
Rather he was kind, considerate and generous. He had experienced an unhappy and – I suspect though he never spoke of it 
– abusive childhood but he was determined that his children would never experience the same treatment that he received. 

As a disciplinarian he was soft but that didn’t mean he was a pushover. He’d stand his ground with his children over issues 
that really mattered, such as how we siblings treated each other, displays of dishonesty and disrespect, and taking shortcuts 
in our studies or with work. He was a community-minded man who, through his example, taught his children the importance of 
serving and giving to those who didn’t have the same serving of luck that we did. He was also an involved father who, despite 
being busy, always had time to play cricket and football after work with my brother and me. He was never too busy for his 
children. 

 



 

 

                    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market! 
 

                         Sunday 9th September 

 
 

                                         open from 8:30am to 12:30pm 

                                               $2 donation per adult 

 
http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237 

 

A compass and a map 

Significantly, my father gave me my moral compass in the form of the value system that he lived by. His many sayings 
including his most popular mantra: “If you can’t say a good word about anyone don’t say anything at all”. That still 
rattles around in my head today. Through his active community involvement, his devotion to family and his propensity 
to have a good laugh, he gave me a map to follow on how to live a good life. 

I don’t have a monopoly on being raised by a good man. If you were raised by a good man then count your blessings 
because you had a wonderful head start in life. Your task is to make sure your father’s legacy lives on in your own 
children. You’ll do that by being a man of strength and character, and by being a wise, loving presence in your 
children’s lives whatever their age. 

If, through whatever circumstance, you didn’t have a good man close to you in your life as a child, then start the 
process with your own kids. Many men who have gone before you weren’t close to their own fathers, or had fathers 
who were ineffectual, but they became great fathers despite their circumstances. 

With public life increasingly producing male role models of dubious quality, it’s up to dads and other significant males in 
the lives of children and young people to be good men, strong men and men of honour. 

That’s the legacy that we leave. 

Happy Father’s Day! 

 
 
 

 

 
Ken Jones 
Principal  
 

http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237


 

 

 
 

From the Assistant Principal 
Working Bees 
We are having two opportunities for you to volunteer at a Working Bee this term. The first will be from 
3:30pm to 5:30pm on Thursday 6th September. The other  is on Sunday 16th September 9am—12pm. 
We realise that the Sunday Working Bee is the day after the Pre-school Working Bee, however, it is the only 
day we can get into the Hall.  Jobs will include: 
 Painting staffroom tables  
 Painting the stage floor (Sunday) 
 Cleaning up and throwing out rubbish from under the Hall 
 Organising the shipping container and Farmers Market resources 
 Plus more! 
 

Anaphylaxis Briefing 
On Wednesday, Mrs Mullavey and Miss Kellie led the staff through an Anaphylaxis update. All schools with 
a child or young person at risk of an anaphylactic reaction are required to undertake twice yearly briefings on 
anaphylaxis management under Ministerial Order 706. This comprises of a face-to-face briefing, completing 
the Australasian Society of Clinical Immunology and Allergy (ASCIA) e-training course and have their 
competency in using a ‘training’ autoinjector, tested in person, within 30 days of completing the course.  
 

P&F 
The P&F have been particularly busy over the past few weeks. There has been organisation for Fathers’ Day 
Stall, Fathers’ Day Breakfast and Footy Day. Being a part of the P&F is a job that definitely benefits from the 
saying ‘Many hands make light work’. If you would like to help out from time to time with the P&F, we 
would love to hear from you! Leave your name and contact details at the Office and someone will get back to 
you. 
 

Book Week 
Mrs Ballos has been very busy organising the 2018 Bonbeach Primary School and Pre-school Book Week 
program. The Book Fair will be held in the BER kitchen this year and will be open this Monday morning—a 
perfect way for dads to spend some time with their kids browsing for books to read together! Don’t forget the 
Book Parade on Thursday the 6th September, plus all the other great activities and incursions. Just a 
reminder—there is NO Assembly on Monday 3rd September. 
 

From the Farmers’ Market Committee 
The next Farmers’ Market is being held on Sunday, 9th September. If you can help out, please send an email to 
bonbeachfarmersmarket@gmail.com. Our next Farmers’ Market Committee meeting is being held on 
Tuesday, 18th September at 5pm – feel free to join us. 
 

Garden 
The Garden has had a new addition this week! What started as an Asian Garden under the eye of Bu King 
many years ago, has ‘blossomed’ in more recent times with Jade and Amy leading Science lessons in the 
Garden. In 2017, Bonbeach Primary School and Pre-school’s garden won the 2017 Victorian Schools Garden 
Award. One of the prizes was a greenhouse and was installed by Sproutwell Greenhouses on Tuesday 28th 
August. Some fundraising (pumpkin sales, worm wee etc.) conducted by GreenThumbs, led to the purchase of 
2 bench units from Bunnings. The installer was so impressed that they will donate the remaining 3 units to 
complete the construction! This is going to be an amazing addition to our garden! 

 

Regards, 
 

Patrick Walsh 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bonbeachfarmersmarket@gmail.com


 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Fri 31/8   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 4 
Mon 3/9               Fathers Day Breakfast 8am 
Thurs 6/9   Education Sub-committee meeting 5:30-6:30pm 
     Book Parade 9:15am on basketball court 
Fri 7/9    Buddy reading on oval. Parents, Grandparents/Special persons welcome 2:40pm 
Sun 9/9   Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Wed 12/9   P&F meeting 
     Footy Day Lunch 
     School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 14/9   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 5 
     Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
     District Athletics Day @ Ballam Park Athletics Track 
     Last day of canteen lunch orders for Term 3 
Sat 15/9   Pre-School working bee 9am-12pm 
Thur 20/9   P&F Movie Night 
Fri 21/9   Last day of term 3-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 
Term 4 
Mon 8/10   Term 4 begins 9am 
Wed 10/10   P&F meeting 
Thurs 11/10  Education Sub-committee meeting 5:30pm 
Fri 12/10   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 6 
     Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
     Canteen lunch orders commence for Term 4 
Sun 14/10   Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Wed 17/10   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 19/10   60th Anniversary Celebration 
Sat 20/10   Pre-School Working Bee 9am-noon 
Wed 24/10   Family Olympics 5pm-7pm 
Fri 26/10   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 7 
Thurs 1/11   Education Sub-committee meeting 5:30pm 
Mon 5/11   Curriculum Day-No students required at school 
Tue 6/11   Melbourne Cup holiday 
Wed 7/11   P&F meeting 
Fri 9/11   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 8 
     Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sun 11/11   Farmers’ market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Wed 14/11   2019 Prep Parent Information Night 6:30pm-7:30pm 
     School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Thurs 22/11  Education Sub-committee meeting 5:30pm 
     Prep 2019 Orientation 9:30-10:30am 
Tues  27/11  Prep 2019 Orientation 9:30-10:30am 
Wed 5/12   P&F meeting 
Thurs 6/12   Prep 2019 Orientation 9:30-10:30am 
Fri 7/12   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sun 9/12   Farmers’ market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Tues 11/12  Grade 6-7 Government school transition day 
     Prep 2019 Orientation 9:30am-12:30pm 
Wed 12/12   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Tues 18/12  Grade 6 Graduation 6:30pm 
Fri 21/12   Last day of term 4-students dismissed at 1:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Entry forms are at the school office 



 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
each month from 8:50am-
9:15am.  
 

All purchases must be paid for 
prior to collecting from the 
uniform shop.  

 
Thank-you  Monique, Sam and 
Mandy 
 
 
  
 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student 
bank books to the school 
office on THURSDAY 
mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when 
depositing money into your 
account. 
 
Please note that the Secret 
Scratch Notepad is no longer 
available 
 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 


