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Principal’s Desk 
 
 
Class Structure and Teaching Teams 2019 
 
The class structure for 2019 will be as follows:- 3 X Foundation classes, 5 X 1/2 classes, 3 X 3/4 
classes, and 4 X 5/6 classes.  
The specialist classes for Foundation will be Indonesian, Phys. Ed., Art and Music with class 
teachers taking Digital Technology sessions. 
In line with the DET’s policy of developing student voice, the Years 1 -6 voted on which specialist 
lessons they would like next year. The results were consistent through all levels. 
The specialist classes for Years 1 – 6 will be Indonesian, Phys. Ed, Art and Digital Technologies. 
There is a teacher with music expertise in all levels and music will be taught on a regular basis 
as part of the integrated studies times. 
 
Teaching teams are not finalised yet as we have just appointed three new staff members and we 
are in the process of hiring one more. Until that appointment has been made, we can’t finalise 
the teams. As soon as that occurs, it will be published in the newsletter and on Compass. 
 
Compass 
 
To ensure that you receive all pertinent alerts, please access Compass at least on a weekly 
basis. Compass will lock you out if you do not and you may miss out on important messages. 
 
Excursions/Incursions 
 
Excursions and incursions are part of the normal school program but do take a great deal of 
organisation to run smoothly. The school has to know exact numbers to work out costings, the 
number of buses or type of transport needed and, most importantly, ensure that staff/student 
ratios are met. 
We endeavour to ensure that all parents have notification of events in plenty of time and the 
initial notice through Compass is followed by further reminders.  
These are the reasons that we have cut off dates for return of forms and/or money and 
cannot accept late returns.  
 
New Building 
 
The master plan should be available for display in the foyer outside the office late next week or 
early the week after. 
We have a meeting tomorrow with the landscape architect to look at his concept drawings. We 
will be inviting community opinion and input into the landscaping at a later date. 
I have been informed that the sensory room and garden project will be ready to go out to tender 
next February. This is a completely separate project to the main rebuilding project but will 
obviously have some impact on the landscaping. 
 



 

 

Student Free Days 2019 
 
Just a gentle reminder to put these dates in your calendar.  
 
The following curriculum days for 2019 have been approved by School Council: 
Term 1 – Tuesday 29

th
 January and Wednesday 30

th
 January 

Students in Years 1-6 will commence school for 2019 on Thursday 31
st
 January. Foundation students 

will commence on Friday 1
st
 February. 

Term 2 – Friday 24
th
 May 

Term 4 – Monday 4
th
 November (Cup Eve) 

 
Student Placement Requests  
 
Unfortunately, no further requests can be considered. The staff and I spent many hours considering 
which teacher would suit your child best and we also took into account at the same time who their 
friends are and who should be in the same grade. Written requests from parents were considered as 
part of the process but may not be able to be accommodated.  
 
Maryborough Energy Breakthrough Challenge 
 
Bonbeach had 3 teams competing at Maryborough over 3 days last week. All teams performed 
extremely well. The HPV (Human Powered Vehicle) Endurance team finished 16

th
 overall in a field of 

over 90 competitors. The HPV Tryathlon team also finished 16
th
 overall in a field of over 90 

competitors. 
The pushcart team finished 1

st
 in all the track events competing against 56 other teams. What made 

this result even more impressive was that our pushcart team consisted of Year 4 and 5 students who 
competed against predominantly Year 6 teams. 
This really was a fantastic result for all 3 teams! 
As is always the case with these events, this could not have happened without the tireless work of our 
parent volunteers. I would like to acknowledge just a few who went above and beyond. Jen Russell for 
her overall management, organisation, fund raising, assistance with training and work with the teams; 
Andrew Faid for his organisation and management with the pit stop; Amy Dowling for her amazing 
fund raising efforts; Stacey Smith and Dave Griffiths for their assistance with the push cart team; 
Richard Scott for training, organising and assisting the HPV teams. We had parents step into team 
manager positions, others preparing meals, assisting with fund raising events,  etc., etc. Thank you to 
all the parents and teachers who made this such a memorable and pleasurable event for our students. 
 
I recently had a parent approach me about the number of articles I include that are about dealing with 
technology.  
I replied that it is one of the most mentioned topics when I talk to parents. As a parent myself, I am 
dealing with this at home as well, and trying to maintain a balance between time spent on technology 
and time spent on everything else that is important to family life. I acknowledge that this can be an 
issue sometimes and I hope these articles are of some value to others. 
 
 

Technology holiday guide for parents 
 
by Martine Oglethorpe 
 
As holidays approach, the role that screens and devices will play becomes an increasing concern for 
parents. Days when kids are usually tied up with school and activities make way for many an idle hour 
and, as such, parents fear those hours will be spent largely engaged with a screen or gaming console. 
While there is certainly no harm in some well-balanced screen time and developmentally appropriate 
online activities, we must remember that, as parents, we have an important role in helping our kids 
manage and balance that screen time. Here are a few things we can do: 



 

 

Understand the battle 
It is important parents know the beast they are dealing with. It is easy to shout from another 
room to get off a screen or whinge to our friends that ‘kids of today’ are all addicted to their 
phones, but we need to recognise the pull that many of these devices have. The social networks 
are designed to keep us liking, commenting and sharing. The games cajole us into having ‘just 
one more’ turn at being the last man standing. These technologies tempt us to reach just one 
more level, or to scroll for just a few minutes more. Our brains experience a dopamine release 
and a sense of insufficiency when we use a device. There is always something else to do or 
something else to scroll through, or one more YouTube video to watch. So our kids are up 
against it when trying to control their time on a device. We need to help them with that. 
 
Get outside 
We can complain that kids never go outside and play anymore, but sometimes we have to 
physically get out there with them or offer opportunities in which being outside and active play 
are appealing. We have to work a little harder at this today because we are competing with a 
device that answers many of our kids’ perceived needs. We need them to know that their needs 
are greater and more varied than what their screens can offer. 
 
Have some rules 
Despite their apparent dislike of rules around technology, kids will (one day) appreciate having 
boundaries to help them manage their screen time. Rules can be established regarding time 
limits, devices in bedrooms, device-free meal times, etc. Whatever you decide is important, be 
sure that you have those discussions with your kids. And any discussion around rules or 
consequences should happen away from the screens so they are clear on the expectations. 
(Talking about their screen-time habits while they are just about to be the last man standing on 
Fortnite is probably not going to make for engaging conversation.) 
 
One console on one television…outside the bedroom 
Having only one television that is connected to a gaming console or to Netflix is a good way of 
ensuring that the device gets shared and one child doesn’t monopolise the screen. And leave 
consoles out of bedrooms where the appeal of just one more quick game can very quickly rob 
them of important sleep time. 
 
Role model 
Make sure you are showing your kids how you want them to be. Have times when the devices 
are put away and you give full attention to the people around you. Don’t answer calls or emails at 
the dinner table. Don’t fall asleep with a device landing on your forehead. Take time to get 
outside and do things active and in nature. Don’t ever use a phone while driving. Use the Screen 
Time feature on iOS products to monitor just how you are using your technology and whether 
you could be making some changes. Kids learn more from what we do than what we say. 
 
We know the technology isn’t going anywhere, and we know there are many wonderful benefits 
that screens provide. But ensure that holidays and downtime hours can be filled with many 
different experiences and in ways that leave your kids in control, even if you have to work a little 
harder to give them that. 
 
 
Ken Jones 
Principal  
 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Wed 5/12   P&F meeting 
Thurs 6/12   Prep 2019 Orientation 9:30-10:30am 
     Uniform Shop open 9:30-10:30am 
     Education Sub-Committee meeting 5:30pm 
Fri 7/12   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sun 9/12   Farmers’ market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Tues 11/12  Grade 6-7 Government school transition day 
     Prep 2019 Orientation 9:30am-12:30pm 
     Last day Uniform Shop open 9:30-10:30am 
Wed 12/12   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Thur 13/12   Christmas Concert 6pm 
Fri 14/12   Canteen Christmas Special! Last canteen service of the year 
Tues 18/12  Grade 6 Graduation 6:30pm 
Fri 21/12   Last day of term 4-students dismissed at 1:30pm 
 

2019 
Tue 29/1   Staff return 
     2019 Booklist Payment and Collection Day 9am-1pm 
Wed 30/1   Curriculum Day-no students required at school 
Thur 31/1   Yr 1-6 students return 9am 
Fri 1/2    Prep students start 9am 
Wed 6/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Fri 8/2    Canteen Commences. Orders by 9am on Thursdays 
     Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Wed 13/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 20/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 27/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 6/3   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
     Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Fri 5/4    Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Fri 29/3   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of the 
Week awards at next week’s assembly. 

  
 

 JDB  Matilda C-C 
 JKM  Indie S 
 JST  Van L 
 

 JBK  Ted C 
 JDJ  Grace V 
 JLL  Till N 
 JMW  Issy O’B  
 

 MJH  Dylan B 
 MKM  Mia T-K 
 MMM  Tyler M 
 
 Senior School: Maddie W, Isobel R-C, Thomas G and Isabel G 
   
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Grade 6 Parents 
 
We urgently require some Grade 6 parent volunteers for Farmer’s Market BBQ  on 
Sunday 9th December. Funds raised will be supporting your children’s graduation, 
so please try to help out.  
Please contact the office or year 6 teacher if you can assist on the day. 
 

Important Announcement for iPhone Users 
 

Going forward, all updates to our Compass App will no 
longer support iOS versions below iOS 9. This means that any device 
running iOS 8 or below will no longer be supported. 
 
If your iPhone allows updates beyond iOS 8, please ensure your phone is 
updated to ensure you receive the latest enhancements to our Compass 
App. 

Lost Property 
 
We currently have a considerable amount of lost property in the school. If your child has misplaced 
any items of clothing, please check lost property. Any unnamed and unclaimed clothing still in lost 
property by the end of this term, will be donated to the second hand uniform shop. A reminder to 
name all items of your child’s uniform.  

Library News 
 

A reminder that all books should be returned to school by Friday 14th 
December.  

 
The last days of borrowing, will be next week 3rd-7th December. 



 

 

 

 Dogs at school.  
 

Dogs are not allowed on 
school premises between 7am 

and 6pm. Even if you know 
your dog is placid and wouldn’t 

hurt anyone, some children 
are scared or uncomfortable 
around dogs. If you do bring 

your dog to school for pick up 
or drop off, please tie them to 

the fence outside.  

 
 

With effect from 
the 1st September 
all students 
should be 
wearing hats at 
school. 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

Finals opening times for the 
Uniform Shop are as follows: 
 
Thurs 22/11  9:30-11:30am 
Tues 27/11   9:30-10:30am 
Thurs 6/12    9:30-10:30am 
Tues 11/12     9:30-10:30am 
  
 

All purchases must be paid for 
prior to collecting from the 
uniform shop.  

 
Thank-you  
Monique, Sam 
and Mandy 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student 
bank books to the school 
office on THURSDAY 
mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when 
depositing money into your 
account. 
 
Please note 
that the Secret 
Scratch 
Notepad is no 
longer 
available 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonbeach Farmers’ Market! 
 

Sunday 9th December 
 

  open from 8:30am to 12:30pm 

  $2 donation per adult 
 

 



 

 

This year the Chelsea Community Christmas Lunch will again be providing Lunch on the 25th 
December for guests who reside in our local community. Last year the team of volunteers fed 
over 125 guests, who were not only grateful for the meal, but also enjoyed the entertainment, 
music & an opportunity to meet others who may have otherwise spent the afternoon on their 
own.  
 
With the help of O'Brien Real Estate, we are collecting non-perishable food items. Each guest 
will receive a gift bag filled with these items to take home. If you can help by donating a few 
non-perishable items, please drop them off  at the school office. 



 

 



 

 



 

 


