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End of Term 1 
 
What a busy and eventful time we have had this term. It seems time flies even when you’re not having fun! We have had a 
fabulous result with the announcement of $6.3 million for a new school building and the authorities are not wasting any 
time with the project. I have already had a meeting with the Victorian Schools Building Authority and a representative from 
the Asset Management Plan Department (finance and planning) to discuss the next steps. Mr Walsh and I will be very 
busy with meetings with the department next term.  I will ensure that anything we learn that is relevant will be relayed on to 
the Bonbeach community as soon as possible. I have been informed that there will be opportunities for local input in the 
planning stages but that will be a fair way off yet. 
I hope everyone has a wonderful Easter break and look forward to seeing you all back at school refreshed and ready for a 
new term on Monday 16

th
 April. 

 
Termites 
 
The termite exterminators visited yesterday afternoon and things are looking positive. The termites are still taking the baits 
and the exterminators are pleased with the results. We are still having some people lifting the traps out of the ground and 
dumping them elsewhere. Not only that but they are also taking the traps out of the ground but also removing them from 

the school grounds. The school has to pay for any replacement traps. So, not only will this practice slow down the 
eradication of the termites but the school is wasting money that could be better spent elsewhere. If you see someone 
tampering with the traps, please let the school know or tell them to stop.  
 
Classrooms 
 
John Lyng engineers and the VSBA visited the school and inspected the termite affected classrooms. The decision has 
been made not to completely renovate the existing building only to have it demolished next year. Instead, the rooms and 
the building will have works done to them over the holidays to make them more usable and more aesthetically pleasing for 
a more conducive learning environment.  
 Mrs Jennings’ class and Mr waters’ class will be moving into the rooms after the holidays, allowing all the 1/2 classes 
more learning space. 
 
Trivia Night 
 
The Community Engagement committee would like to announce that they will be holding a Trivia night on the 4th August. 
We need to form a subcommittee to organise the night. If you can help, please put your name on the list at the Office. 
  
If you can help out, you must sign up by Wednesday the 18th of April. 
  
Signing up will be a long term commitment. If we do not get volunteers, unfortunately the event will not run. 
 



 

 

Easter Bonnet Parade and Raffle 
 
Wow! What an amazing amount of effort went into those bonnets. I was only able to see some of the parade but it was 
great to see the students enjoying themselves and feeling very special as they paraded.  
Thank you so much to the Parents and Friends Committee which organised the raffle. A lot of work goes on behind the 
scenes to make these events so successful. We do appreciate it and thank the organisers wholeheartedly. 
 
Ga Ga Pit 
 
Nothing to do with the singer! The school is having a Ga Ga Pit installed in the treed area of the oval over the holidays. 
This is a piece of play equipment that the upper school students immensely enjoyed at camp last year. A couple of 
schools I have spoken to, that have Ga Ga Pts installed, tell me that they are the most popular piece of play equipment 
for the middle and senior students. This is the first piece of play equipment that is being purchased using funds raised 
from the monthly Farmers’ Markets. Make sure you go over and check it out next time you’re at school. 
Many thanks to all the volunteers at the Farmers’ Markets and the committee who made this possible. Thanks also to 
Jen Russell who organised the donation of crushed rock for the base of it. 
 
School Council Subcommittees 
 
We had our first School Council Meeting on Wednesday the 21st of March. At the meeting, subcommittee conveners 
were confirmed. 
 
Community Engagement - Andreea Sfarlea  
Education - Patrick Walsh  
Environment, Buildings and Grounds - Paul Norton 
Farmers’ Market - Narelle Legg  
Finance - Dave Griffiths  
Pre-school - Chairperson is conveyor - Michael Wilson, School Council Rep - Ken Jones 
 
Please note that there is no Canteen subcommittee in 2018.  
 
 
 

Helping children achieve sustained school success 
 
by Sharon Witt 
 
The new school year is well and truly underway and thousands of kids (and their parents) across the country are 
settling in for a full year ahead. For some children, this year marks their first step into their school journey, while for 
others it is a chance for new opportunities, friendships and educational experiences. Here are some tips to help your 
child navigate the school year ahead: 
 
1.Communicate with school 
Communication with the school is important in aiding a successful school year for your child, whether they have just 
started at the school or have been there for several years. Familiarise yourself with your child’s class teacher. If your 
child has any specific learning or behavioral issues it is important to communicate these with their teacher early on in 
the year. Don’t assume that all relevant information will be passed on from previous teachers. It is well worth sending 
an introductory email to a new teacher outlining any information that would be helpful in relation to your child, including 
any strategies that have been successful in the past. Far from initiating ‘red flags’, this information is actually much 
more helpful for teachers than having to find out themselves. 
 
Be sure to communicate any early concerns regarding your child’s experience at school to the class teacher as soon as 
you become aware of them. Teachers can only deal with information you share with them, so by all means, call or 
email the school and make an appointment to discuss any issues. Avoid trying to have a serious discussion with the 
teacher at the beginning or end of the school day as this is often the busiest time for teachers. Booking an appointment 
time is desirable unless it is an urgent matter. 
 
2. Give organisational tools to support success 
Children thrive on routine and being able to visually see what is happening in the school week ahead. Creating a family 
calendar, whiteboard or wall chart that is visible to your child is helpful. Include important events such as camps, sports 
days and excursions. 
 
It is also helpful to set up a communication tub or tray in the home where your child can place any notices they bring 
home, forms that need signing or books that need to be checked or worked on for homework. When children have a 
place for things it creates an environment that supports them gaining organisation skills and increased independence. 
Having a place to put their school bag each afternoon and encouraging them to empty out their lunch box and unpack 
notices is important. 



 

 

3. Provide support with homework 
Homework can be a struggle for both your child and yourself as a parent, especially when you are exhausted at the 
end of a working day. To enable your child to complete any set homework, ensure your child has a well-lit space where 
they can complete tasks, with the correct tools on hand – pens, rulers, whiteout, paper, etc. (a stationery tub or set of 
small drawers is helpful for the home). 
 
Prioritise time to sit with them and guide them through their homework. If homework is becoming burdensome in your 
home and causing extra stress to your child, communicate this to their class teacher. 
 
4. Prepare for a successful day ahead 
Ensure your child gets plenty of sleep. Children should be averaging around 8 to 12 hours of sleep each night. Make 
sure they have a regular bed time and stick to it wherever possible. Reading before bedtime can be a helpful way to 
end the day and set the scene for a good night’s rest. 
 
The best way to set up a successful day ahead is for your child to eat a healthy breakfast and take a nutritious and bal-
anced lunch with them, including plenty of snacks to keep their brain focused throughout the day. 
 
5. Make time to chat about school 
Keep the lines of communication open with your child. Ask them questions about their day and look for any signs that 
they might be experiencing any concerns, particularly social issues. Remind your child that you are always available to 
listen. At the end of dinner time each evening you could ask each family member: “What went well for you today?” 
 
6. Assist with friendships 
Making and maintaining friends is an important aspect of your child’s school life. Ask your child regularly about the 
friends they are making at school, who they are playing with and how they are interacting with others. Get to know your 
child’s friends where possible and look for opportunities to grow your child’s social experiences, particularly if you have 
a shy child. If there are social concerns at school, make sure you communicate these as early as possible to the class 
teacher. 
 
Ken Jones  
Principal 
 
 



 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
 
 
Canteen 
I would like to thank the 2017 Canteen subcommittee who completed quite a bit of work in regards to the Canteen. This work has 
continued in 2018 with the Canteen proposal put forth to School Council in 2017 being actioned and the trial extending into Term 
2. While Simone and Pam have been there every week, they also could not do it without extra volunteers who have given their 
time generously! Thank you! 
. 
Canteen volunteers this term. 

 
 
Breakfast Club 
If you would like to see the Breakfast Club continue in Term 2, we need your support! If you can help out, please click here 
https://goo.gl/TdcgYL and complete the appropriate section. Your time commitment would be from 8am to approximately 
9:15am. 
 
Green Thumbs at Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show 
Congratulations to Amy and Jade for their presentation at the Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show. They had the 
opportunity to present to a number of school professionals on the journey they has been undertaken over the past few years in our 
garden. All the work that led to the  Bonbeach Primary School and Pre-school garden being named the Victorian School Garden 
of the Year in 2017! 
 
Staff 
I would like to thank all staff for their efforts this term. There have been some challenges and yet they have maintained their 
focus on student learning and keeping things ‘ticking over’.  
Our staff have been involved in the following Professional Development activities this term: 
School Wide Positive Behaviour, Trauma Informed Practices, Spelling and Mathematics. We have also fitted in Information 
Evenings, Parent Teacher Interviews, the launch of Compass, School council, a couple of Farmers’ Markets and a little 
announcement of a school rebuild worth $6.3 million! 
 
All of these things are necessary, but if not managed well by the classroom teachers, can lead to a feeling of unsettledness 
amongst the students and families. 
 
Enjoy the holidays! 
 

Regards, 

Patrick Walsh 

Danielle Bighetti Pam Craven Kate  Gleeson 

Allira Greeley Monique Grima Simone Heywood 

Sam Jones Grainne Kearns Anthea Krassas 

Kai-lee Le Dan Erica Louise Pam Paton 

Stephanie Sadleir Tamara Spiess Michelle Strickland 

Karoline Thomas Jodie Watkins Emma Wilton 

https://goo.gl/TdcgYL


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sun 8/4   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
 
 
TERM 2 
Mon 16/4   Term 2 begins at 9am 
Fri 20/4   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Fri 11/5   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sun 13/5   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Mon 14/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 1 
Tue 15/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 2     
Wed 16/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 3      
Thur 17/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 4 
Fri 18/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 5 
Mon21/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 6 
Tue 22/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 7 
Wed 23/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 8 
Fri 8/6    Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
 
Sun 10/6   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Sun 8/7   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Fri 29/6   Last day of term 2-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 
 
 
 

Bonbeach Preschool Enrolment Information  

Expressions of interest for children wishing to attend 3 year old 

preschool in 2019 opened on 5th March 2018 and are open until 29th June 

2018.  To be eligible to enrol in our 3 year old preschool program your 

child must turn 3 on or before 1st February in the year they are attending 

the 3 year old program. For more information and to download a form 

please visit the school website at http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/

page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information or ask for a copy of the 

form at the preschool. 

http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information
http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information


 

 

                    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market! 
 

                         Sunday 8th April 

 
 

                                         open from 8:30am to 12:30pm 

                                               $2 donation per adult 

 
http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237 

 

 

                           From the P.E. Department  
           
Prep-Grade 2 Swimming program Term 2 
 
Parents/Guardians the prep-grade 2 swimming program will be starting in week 5 
of term 2.  The pool is now requesting numbers, so the permission form is now up 
on compass for you to complete and send back. All relevant information is on there, 
bus and session times will be placed in the newsletter a few weeks before the 
commencement of the program. 
 

House Cross-Country  
 
The Bonbeach house cross-country will be held between 9am-11am on Friday the 
4th of May (week 3). This is a whole school event so all are welcome to come watch 
and cheer on the students. Prep-grade 2’s will be running a smaller course within 
the school around the oval and basketball courts. The grade 3-6’s will run a bigger 
course that goes around the outside of the school. For the 3-6’s this is their tryout to 
make the cross-country team. More information will be available closer to the date.   
 

Term 2 Inter-School Sport   
 
Term 2 Inter-School Sport will consist of Football (AFL), Soccer, Netball and T-
Ball. The dates have not been set as yet, but will be made available once all 
confirmed. We will also be competing in the lighting premiership as we missed out 
in term 1, due to it falling on a curriculum day. But again no date as yet, although it 
is usually around the middle of term.  
 
-Mr Mac.  

http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237


 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Bonbeach Primary School is excited to be 
participating.  
 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of 
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set 
number of books by 7 September 2018. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. 
Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier 
and can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll. If you would like your child‘s name to 
appear on the Honour Roll, please sign the attached form and return it to your school. 
 
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian 
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

 
If you would like your child’s name to appear on the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge online Honour 
Roll, please sign this form and return it to your school. 

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
Definitions: Department refers to the Victorian Department of Education and Training, Person refers to the child/adult listed below in the consent 
declaration. 

Privacy Protection 
The Department takes its privacy obligations seriously and any personal information collected or used by the Department will be handled in accordance with 
the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic). This law sets out what we must do when the Department collects, uses, handles and destroys personal 

information.  Personal information includes personal details such as an individual’s name and school that could be used to identify an individual. 

Collection, use, disclosure and storage of personal information 

If you provide your consent your school will collect and disclose your child’s first and last name, and the name of the school to the Department. The 
Department will then: 

Publish your child’s name on its online Honour Roll located at: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc at the completion of the Challenge with no other identifying 
factors such as early childhood setting name. 

Accuracy, access to information and withdrawal of consent 

The Department will endeavour to ensure that any personal information held about your child is up to date and accurate. You can access, correct and 
withdraw personal information held by the Department by written request in accordance with the Department’s Information Privacy Policy located at: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/privacypolicy.aspx  
Consent may be withdrawn at any time by writing to the Department’s Privacy Unit on: privacy.enquiries@edumail.vic.gov.au .  

If you have any questions about this form, or if you need more information, please contact the PRC Challenge Coordinator at the Department 
readingchallenge@edumail.vic.gov.au or (03) 9637 3624.  

Yes I consent to my child’s name appearing on the online Honour roll 
 
Name of child………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Parent Signature……………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/privacypolicy.aspx
mailto:privacy.enquiries@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:readingchallenge@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

Coles Sports for Schools 2018 
 

A reminder that the Coles Sports for Schools scheme finishes on Tuesday 3rd April, 
so please keep collecting your vouchers and return to the school office no later than 
Friday 20th April. 


