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Principal’s Desk 
 
 
Open Night 
 
What a wonderful night and a fabulous finale with the 2 performances by our students. I hope all the people who attended 
our Open Night on Wednesday enjoyed it as much as we did. A big thank you to Mrs Batson and assistants who set up the 
art display, the staff for organising all the fun activities in their rooms and Ms. Hughes for bringing it all together. 
(ps. The second song was definitely NOT a classic!) 
 
Lunch Orders 
 
Unfortunately, there have been canteen lunches ordered and paid for students who are not at school on the Friday for 
some reason or another. There were a number of lunch orders today for Year 5&6 students away at the Interschool Round 
Robin sports. As the meals are sourced from outside providers, the orders can’t be cancelled, nor can there be any refunds. 
Please check the school calendar for any upcoming activities that may preclude your child from having a lunch order before 
placing an order.  
 
Ms Thomas 
 
It is with sadness that I announce that Ms Thomas has resigned from the Department of Education and Training and will no 
longer be teaching Music at Bonbeach. Ms Thomas has been both a classroom teacher and a music teacher here. Her 
caring, friendly manner and her musical expertise will be greatly missed. I am sure that everyone will join me in wishing Ms 
Thomas all the best in her future endeavours. 
 
Parking 
 
It wouldn’t be a normal school term without people parking illegally or dangerously at drop off or pick up times. I have had 
parents reporting cars speeding through the school zone, double parking or parking too close to the corners. I have also 
had neighbours unable to get out of their driveways because there are cars blocking the driveway. 
Even though I may have sounded a little flippant at the start of this, I find this behaviour extremely disappointing. There is 
no excuse for this occurring. We are all time poor and always seem to be rushing but that is absolutely no reason to put 
your child or other children at the school at risk of serious injury or worse.  
Please, for the safety of our children, take a little more time dropping off or picking up and park legally and sensibly. 
Kingston Council has been notified and will be sending Bylaws Officers out to look for illegally parked vehicles. 
 
 
Approaching Students 
Your children are your most precious assets (most of the time anyway!). It is entirely understandable that you want to 
protect them and get upset if someone has done the wrong thing by them. It is not acceptable at any time to approach a 
student at school to berate them, tell them off or give them a warning. This is verbal abuse and will not be tolerated here. If 
you have an issue with a student, please come and see me or Patrick Walsh and allow us to deal with it. It is also worth 
remembering that there are always 2 sides to a story. 
 

Talking to kids makes them smart 
 

The links between school achievement and parents’ ability to talk with kids from a young age 
are now well established. 
 
The language stimulation children receive when they talk with parents is one factor. But engagement in 
conversation with parents benefits kids in a far broader sense. In many ways it is through 
conversations that kids get a real sense of us as parents. It is through talking with kids that we impart 
some of our knowledge, ideas, wisdom and thoughts while also gaining access to a window into their 
worlds and the way they think. 



 

 

In the current age of digital distraction, talking with children and young people can be a challenge. 
Busy schedules, homes designed for individual enjoyment rather than group living, a plethora of 
screens competing for attention and kids that clam up at the first sign of a chat are some of the 
conversation blockers parents must overcome. 
 
You need to be cunning, proactive and inventive to get some chat going at home. These are some 
ideas that will help. 
 
1. Turn screens off. Are you competing with televisions, computers and electronic games for your 
kids’ attention? If so, take control of the screens to create some conversational space. Start with a 
screen-free day each week or screen-free hour each day if you have a home full of young hard-core 
screen junkies. 
 
2. Turn screens on. If you can’t beat them, join them. Some television programs provide great 
conversational fodder, particularly for older children and teens. Topics can range from “Who’s going to 
win My Kitchen Rules?” or “What happens to the winners of My Kitchen Rules?” to “What is the point 
of My Kitchen Rules?” 
 
3. Have regular mealtimes. The family that eats together talks together. Meals are great social 
occasions – more than just refueling stops. They provide terrific opportunities for families to get 
together and talk. It’s no coincidence that families who enjoy and appreciate food generally enjoy close 
relationships as well. However, for this to work it’s important that meals are screen free, so turn off the 
television and ban phones at the table. 
 
4. Move more. If sitting and chatting is not your child’s thing then try to get some action happening. 
Boys, in particular, tend to talk more when they are playing, walking or involved in activity with an 
adult. 
 
5. Talk with kids on their own turf. Many children will open up in the privacy of their own bedroom 
where they tend to feel more relaxed and secure. If you have something important to discuss then 
choose a comfortable place and a time that promotes good conversation. 
 
6. Try shoulder-to-shoulder parenting. Travelling together in a car with the radio off, washing the 
dishes together or playing a game can all provide opportunities for talk. Paradoxically, many teenagers 
will talk more when they don’t have to concentrate or make eye contact with the other person. That’s 
why cars can be great conversation catalysts for parents. 
 
Every family has their own way of getting the talk happening. Figure out what works for you and make 
sure it happens. The best communication in families happens when no one is working at it, however 
busy modern families need to work on their communication rather than leave it to chance. 
 

 
Ken Jones 
Principal  
 
 
 
 
    



 

 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
 
School Council  
We had a 2 1/2 hour School Council meeting on Monday 21st May with the following topics, amongst 
others, being  discussed: 
The ratification of the 2018-2021 Strategic Plan. This is the plan that sets the broad direction for  the 
school over the next 4 years. 
2018 Annual Implementation Plan. This sets targets for  the cur rent year  based on the goals set in the 
Strategic Plan. 
Traffic issues. A letter  will be drafted from the School Council to send to the Kingston City Council. 
Areas of concern are speed in the local area, illegal parking (across driveways, on nature strips) and the 
potential for a marked and enforced ‘kiss-n-drop’ zone.   
Building Works. Mr Jones gave an overview of the building works program. We attended a br iefing 
on Monday afternoon that informed us of what is to come. The Department of Education have a number of 
templates and forms that need to be completed with strict timelines. Prioritising what is important to us now 
and for the next 30 years is where we will start. Whilst it appears that not much is happening, the ‘official’ 
process has now begun. 
 
As a reminder, the following people are members of the Bonbeach Primary School Council: 
Parent Category: Anita McKenzie (School Council President), Paul Nor ton, Kerryn Ash, Glen 
Doorey, Andreea Sfarlea. 
Community: Dave Griffiths, Narelle Legg, Emma Tor resan,. 
DET employees: Ken Jones, Mar tyn Waters, Patr ick Walsh  
Observer: Emily Malone 
 

Child Safety 
At our 2017 School review, Bonbeach Primary School was congratulated by the external school reviewer 
for being 1 of 5 schools, out of over 30 schools she reviewed, to  pass the Child Safety requirements on the 
first go. This was an important step for us as the Child Safe Standards are legislated through parliament with 
stiff penalties applying for non-compliance. However, the potential penalties pale in significance to what 
may be happening to a child. Under Ministerial Order 870—Child Safe Standards,  Failure to Protect 
(failing to report disclosures to the appropriate authorities) is a criminal offence to staff who are Mandatory 
Reporters e.g., teachers, doctors, nurses, midwives, police etc.. 
 
Please note, while the law dictates to us our course of action if a child discloses something that may be 
happening,  we will report to Child Protection any allegations made because we care deeply for your 
children—we want all to feel safe and secure. School staff are in positions of trust and will do what we must 
do to keep our students safe. 
 

Supervision and Duty of Care 
We have seen a rise in the number of student arriving early at school this term. The teachers’ duty of care 
for your children does not begin until 8:45am, and not after 3:45pm. As part of our Supervision and Duty of 
Care Policy, any student who is in the yard before 8:30am or after 4pm will  be  sent to the Before or After 
School Care program with fees charged in accordance with their fee schedules.  This is to ensure an 
adequate level of supervision and safety.  

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Attitudes to School Survey 
The students in Grades 4—6 will be participating in the 2018 Attitudes to School Survey  over the next 2 
weeks. This is a survey that is an important tool for the school to find out what is really on our upper school 
students’ minds—areas they believe we do well, areas they believe we need to improve on. This survey, 
along with the Parent Opinion Survey and Staff Opinion Survey are important components of the school 
improvement cycle.  
 
 

Regards, 

 
Patrick Walsh 
 

 

Scott Norton - Author visit! 
 
The Grade 5/6 students were involved in an author visit this morning.  Scott Norton visited Bonbeach 
Primary School to talk about the art of writing narratives. He is the author of 3 books for children and is 
busy writing his fourth in the series. He spoke about the importance of planning, character development and 
lots of detail in his stories.  The students were fully all engrossed in the talk and you could hear a pin drop!   



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
TERM 2 
 
Wed 30/5   Disco Tickets MUST be purchased by 12pm TODAY 
Thur 31/5   Breakfast Club 8am-8:45am 
Fri 1/6    School and Pre-School Disco 4:15pm-8pm 
Thurs 7/6   Breakfast Club 8am-8:45am 
Tue 5/6   Uniform Shop 8:50am-9:15am 
     Education Subcommittee Meeting 5:30pm-6:30pm 
Wed 6/6   School Council Meeting 5pm-6:30pm 
Fri 8/6    Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
     Interschool sport v Seaford @ Seaford  
Sun 10/6   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Mon 11/6   Queen’s Birthday holiday 
Fri 15/6   Interschool Sports v Chelsea @ Chelsea 
Tue 19/6   Uniform Shop 8:50am-9:15am 
Wed 20/6   Super Starters for 2019 Preps-Parent Information Night 6:30pm-7:30pm 
Fri 22/6   Interschool Sports v Seaford North @ home 
     Colour Run (Walkathon) 
Wed 27/6   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 29/6   Last day of term 2-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Sun 8/7   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
 
Term 3 
Fri 20/7   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 1 
Wed 25/7   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Thurs 26/7   Junior School Production-Giraffes Can’t Dance 6pm 
Fri 3/8    Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 2 
Fri 17/8   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 3 
Wed 22/8   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 31/8   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 4 
Wed 12/9   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 14/9   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 5 
Fri 21/9   Last day of term 3-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 
Term 4 
Fri 12/10   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 6 
Wed 17/10   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 26/10   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 7 
Mon 5/11   Curriculum Day-No students required at school 
Tue 6/11   Melbourne Cup holiday 
Fri 9/11   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 8 
Wed 14/11   2019 Prep Parent Information Night 6:30pm-7:30pm 
     School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Wed 12/12   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 21/12   Last day of term 4-students dismissed at 1:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Bonbeach Preschool 2019 
 
Four-year-old 
Enrolments for 2019 4-year-old preschool have now 
opened through the Kingston Council. Kingston Council 
enrolment application forms can be found on their 
website: http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/Services/Family-
Children/Early-Years-Education-and-Care-Options/Four-
Year-Old-Kindergarten-Central-Enrolment 
This form needs to be returned to the Council along with 
the deposit required. Information about how the Council 
allocates 4-year-old places is on the application form and 
on the council’s website. To be considered for a first round 
offer, the application needs to be submitted before 29

th
 

June 2018.  

                                                                 District Cross Country  
 
Last Friday we had 28 students go down to Cornish College for the District 
Cross Country. It was a fantastic day with everyone giving it their all and 
showcasing some terrific results. Congratulations to the following 10 students 
who now go on to represent Bonbeach at the Divisional Cross Country, which 
again is to be held at Cornish College on the 6th June. 
                       
                      Ollie Gleeson                 Fedya Peters                 Sarah Littler  
                      Grace Ash                      Alva Dayoan                 Tyler Middleton 
                      Piri Faid                         Jasmin Scott                  Declan Thorn 
                                                             Kaitlyn Farr 
 
Due to the small amount of students going, parents/guardians will need to 
ensure that they get their own way to the event, as there will be no bus travel 
from school. All students competing should have received a notice with race 
times and other information.  
 
Good luck and GO BONBEACH!!! 
 
-Mr Mac.  

http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/Services/Family-Children/Early-Years-Education-and-Care-Options/Four-Year-Old-Kindergarten-Central-Enrolment
http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/Services/Family-Children/Early-Years-Education-and-Care-Options/Four-Year-Old-Kindergarten-Central-Enrolment
http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/Services/Family-Children/Early-Years-Education-and-Care-Options/Four-Year-Old-Kindergarten-Central-Enrolment


 

 

 

Bonbeach PS & Preschool Disco 
The Bonbeach PS and Preschool teachers, along with the  

Parent Committees, invite ALL Bonbeach Primary and Preschool  
students to a night of fun, laughter and non-stop dancing.  

 
Friday 1

st
 June 2018 in the School Hall 

 

Ticket are $5 each ON SALE NOW and can be purchased here:  

 
https://www.flexischools.com.au/  

 
Tickets will be on sale until 12pm Wednesday 30

th
 May.  

 
(Don’t miss out as no late orders will be accepted!) 

 
 

Important Event Information: 
Parents are to enter with their children via the main front entrance to the School Hall.  
ALL STUDENTS MUST BE SIGNED IN USING THE PROVIDED SHEETS PRIOR TO 
ENTERING THE SCHOOL HALL. 
 Children attending the 1st session must arrive promptly at 4:15pm and be picked up 

at 5pm sharp. 
 Children attending the 2nd session will not be signed in or admitted until 5:15pm 

and must be picked up at 6:15pm sharp. 
 Children attending the 3rd session will not be signed in or admitted until 6:30pm 

and must be picked up at 8pm sharp. 
Pick up point - Children must be picked up by a guardian via the library entrance 
to the hall.  
ALL STUDENTS MUST BE SIGNED OUT BEFORE LEAVING THE SCHOOL HALL 
AT THE END OF THE DISCO. THIS WILL BE ORGANISED HOME GROUP BY HOME 
GROUP.  
 Parents will not be able to stay (it is the children’s night) unless they are selected as 

a parent helper on the night. 
 Children will not be permitted to leave the venue unless accompanied by an adult. 
 The toilet area will be supervised at all times. 
 
DISCO SNACK PACK: Juice box and a snack sized packet of chips provided at 
break time to each student.  If you have any dietary requirements please contact the 
school office. 
 
Preschool BBQ: there will be a sausage sizzle with sausages and hamburgers 
available for purchase outside the hall from 4-6:30pm.  
Sausages in bread $2.50          Hamburgers $5           Cans of drink $1.50 

https://www.flexischools.com.au/


 

 



 

 



 

 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of 
the Week awards at next week’s assembly. 

  
 
 
  
 
 

 JDB  Alaina B  
 JKM  Milla R 
 JST  Ben C 
  
 JBS  Sylvia K 
  
 MKM  Fedya P 
 MLH  Aden R-C 
 MMM  Cooper C 
   

 Senior School:  Kaishu Y and Lola C 
 
 Sport: JDJ 
 Art:  MLH 
   
  

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student 
bank books to the school 
office on THURSDAY 
mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when depositing 
money into your account. 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 
 

Bonbeach Preschool 

Enrolment Information  

Expressions of interest for children 

wishing to attend 3 year old 

preschool in 2019 opened on 5
th

 

March 2018 and are open until 29
th

 

June 2018.  To be eligible to enrol in 

our 3 year old preschool program 

your child must turn 3 on or before 

1
st 

February in the year they are 

attending the 3 year old program. For 

more information and to download a 

form please visit the school website 

at http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/

page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-

Information or ask for a copy of the 

form at the preschool. 

http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information
http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information
http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information


 

 



 

 

                    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market! 
 

                         Sunday 10th June 

 
 

                                         open from 8:30am to 12:30pm 

                                               $2 donation per adult 

 
http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237 

 

http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237

