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Welcome back 
 
It is always a pleasure to see everyone coming into school on the first day of a term looking fresh 
and, in most cases, happy to be back at school. This promises to be a very busy term with lots of 
events on, so please keep an eye on the newsletter and the calendar so you don’t miss out! 
 
Termites 
 
The termite exterminators visited yesterday afternoon and things are looking positive. The termites 
are still taking the baits and the exterminators are pleased with the results. We are still having 
some people lifting the traps out of the ground and dumping them elsewhere. Not only that but they 
are also taking the traps out of the ground but also removing them from the school grounds. The 
school has to pay for any replacement traps. So, not only will this practice slow down the 
eradication of the termites but the school is wasting money that could be better spent elsewhere. If 
you see someone tampering with the traps, please let the school know or tell them to stop.  
 
Classrooms 
 
As you may have already noticed there has been work in and around the termite affected 
classrooms over the holidays. Heaters and power points have been replaced. Improved hoarding 
has been erected, the rooms have been painted inside and out, and the entrances to the school 
have been restored. Mrs Jennings’ class and Mr waters’ class have moved into the rooms this 
term, allowing all the 1/2 classes more learning space. 
 
 
Building Progress 
 
There is not a lot to report on at this stage. We have had some architects touring the school with 
the intention to submit a tender for the project. The tender closing date is the 5

th
 May. I have been 

informed by the VSBA that consultative meetings will commence next month. I will endeavour to 
keep everyone up to date at all stages of this exciting project as soon as I know anything.   
 
Ga Ga Pit 
 
The Ga Ga Pit has been a great success. We have rostered the days to ensure that each grade 
level has a day each to avoid the bigger students monopolising it. Thanks again to the Farmers’ 
Market committee for funding it and Tony Blackford Landscaping for erecting it over the holidays. 
 
 
 



 

 

Let kids off the leash for greater confidence and resilience 
 

by Michael Grose 

 
“Did you as a child or teenager enjoy more freedom to move around your neighbourhood than you give to your kids?” 
 
I often ask parents this question at my presentations and the answer is usually overwhelmingly affirmative. I then ask: 
 
“Put your hand up if you benefitted from this freedom in any way including developing self-confidence, gaining 
independence and learning how to solve your own problems.” 
 
Almost every parent present raises a hand. 
 
Deep down we know that giving kids more freedom is good for their overall development, yet we so often struggle to 
give kids the same liberties to roam that many of us enjoyed as children ourselves. 
 
Recently Tim Berryman, principal of Fitzroy Community School, gave a speech urging parents to be brave and give their 
children more freedom. 
 
The speech obviously struck a chord, as more parents in his school now allow their children to travel to school 
independently, as well as walk to the shops, the park or friends’ homes without an adult. 
 
Bravo to the principal for taking a stand and three cheers to the parents who changed their ways and gave their kids the 
opportunity to roam away from home without adult supervision. 
 
In my book Spoonfed Generation I wrote how it was the edgier escapades – such as climbing walls, exploring drains 
and building cubbies from scraps scrounged from a nearby wood yard – and not the safe experiences that shaped me 
and made me less fearful as a child. These types of experiences in unpredictable environments taught me about being 
resourceful, assessing risk and confronting my fears. 
 
I would strongly argue that although I benefited greatly from a very good formal education at school it was these 
unorganised activities that helped me reach my full potential. Unfortunately, these are not the type of experiences many 
of today’s children and young people enjoy. 
 
Not all risks are the same 
There are a number of reasons why today’s generation experience less freedom than previous generations. These 
include busy after-school schedules leaving less time for wandering and the centralisation of shops and parks reducing 
opportunities for walking. However, it’s the perception that the world is a more dangerous place that seems to be most 
pertinent. This is despite there being little evidence to suggest that stranger danger is on the rise. 
 
The wish to keep kids safe is now paramount for many adults, but it comes at the expense of children’s and young 
people’s natural developmental need for unpredictable experiences away from constant adult supervision. 
 
We need to be careful we don’t throw all risk into the same basket. We need to separate risk-taking in terms of unsafe/
unhealthy risks (e.g. playing chicken with cars on busy roads) and safe/developmental risks (e.g. using traffic lights to 
cross busy roads). It’s evident that children who are exposed to safe risk-taking usually are less fearful, less anxious 
and more able to take on new challenges and experiences. 
 
Parents need to be brave 
Perhaps one of the hardest parts of parenting is letting go of our primal need to keep kids safe from pain and harm. The 
wish to protect is in the DNA of most parents, yet we can’t let that innate desire restrict children’s basic developmental 
need to explore, to be curious and to pull away from parental protectiveness. 
 
As Tim Berryman said so eloquently in his speech, “We don’t need to reflect for long to consider all the disasters that 
could befall our children in the park, travelling to school or going to the shops. …(But) if we are aware of the cost of this 
fear, and instead keep it in check, we will help to nurture a more empowered child, laying out the ground for a more 
empowered adult.” 
 
Just as we want our children to be brave and face their fears, we too need to face down some of the unwarranted fears 
that we have for our children’s safety. Navigating fear is a part of parenting just as it is part of growing up. It makes us 
feel uncomfortable. But when we face those fears, confidence and competence grows and anxiety dissipates. This 
principle is just as pertinent for parents as it is for our kids. 
 
Ken Jones 
Principal 
 
 

https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/primary-school-principal-wants-parents-to-let-their-kids-off-the-leash-20180206-p4yziq.html


 

 

 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
 

Farmers’ Market 
We had a great day at the recent Bonbeach Farmers’ Market. We had 825 people through the gate and 28 stalls. It was 
a bit  of a scramble to get some volunteers, but we got there in the end. If you have not volunteered at a Farmers’ 
Market, it is a great way to connect with the community and interact with other families that you may not otherwise 
do. Our next market is on Sunday, 13th May—yes, Mothers’ Day. If you can help out, please send an email to Narelle 
at marketing@goldstreamrv.com.au before the 6th May.  Jobs at each market include: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers mean the market happens each month. The extremely popular and new Gaga Pit has been paid for by the 
funds raised at the Market.  
 
Thank you to the following volunteers at the April market:  
Jade, Amy, Narelle, Jonathan, Andreea, Paul, Allira, Karoline, Carl, Claire, Bryan, Katrina, Richard, Meg, Stacey, 
Liz, Mayumi, Monique, Regan, Rachel and Brooke. 

 
We couldn’t do it without you! 

 
ANZAC Day Commemoration  
We would like to invite you to join us at our ANZAC Day commemoration at school on Friday the 27th April at 
3:10pm. Our school leaders will be conducting a short service, paying our respects to those who have fought for us.  
 

Grade 6s at the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance 
Our Grade 6 students had an amazing day at Melbourne's Shrine of Remembrance. The RSL invited our students to 
attend this special day - one of only five schools. The Longbeach RSL helped us out by paying for the bus! We were 
given a guided tour of the Shrine by old Diggers. We then took part in a very moving ceremony conducted by RSL 
members. It was an exceptional opportunity for our students to learn about the significance of Anzac Day. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Time Job No. required 

7am—8:30am Set up 4 

8:15am —10:30am Entry Gates 4 

10:30am —12:15pm Entry Gates 4 

12:00pm—1pm Pack up 4 

mailto:Narelle%20Legg%20%3cmarketing@goldstreamrv.com.au%3e


 

 

 

 
 
 

Education Subcommittee 
The Education Subcommittee is an important component of the School Council. It has an important role in reviewing 
and developing policies for the school, as well as informing School Council of new or revised DET guidelines. You are 
more than welcome to attend. Our meetings will be held at 5:30pm in the staffroom on the following dates: 
 
17th May, 7th June, 19th July, 2nd August, 6th September, 11th October, 1st November, and 22nd November.  
 
Compass log outs 
A number of parents have been logged out of Compass. I requested some information from them and they have 
explained that it is a timeout issue. To prevent this from happening, please log into Compass at least once per week. 

 
Breakfast Club 
If you would like to see the Breakfast Club continue in Term 2, we need your support! If you can help out, please click 
here https://goo.gl/TdcgYL .and complete the appropriate section. Your time commitment would be from 8am to 
approximately 9:15am.  
 

Regards, 

Patrick Walsh 

https://goo.gl/TdcgYL


 

 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of 
the Week awards at next week’s assembly. 

  
 
 
  
 
 

 JDB   Cadence F 
 JKM   Luke M 
 JST   Josh H 
 
 JBK   Timothy L 
 JBS   Xavier R 
 JDJ    Mitchell B 
 JMW   Lenny G 
  
 MLH   Ari K 
 MKM   Sam W 
 MMM   Izzy A 
   

 Senior School:  Jasmin S, Charlotte D, Tia R and Will P 
 
 Sport: MLH 
 Indonesian: MLH   
   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
TERM 2 
 
Wed 2/5   School Photos 
Fri 11/5   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
     Final day for Year 6-7 Transition forms to be returned 
Sun 13/5   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Mon 14/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 1 
Tue 15/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 2     
Wed 16/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 3      
Thur 17/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 4 
Fri 18/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 5 
Mon21/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 6 
Tue 22/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 7 
Wed 23/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 8 
Fri 8/6    Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
 
Sun 10/6   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Sun 8/7   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Fri 29/6   Last day of term 2-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Please do not return your photo envelope if you have paid 
online. If you have difficulty ordering online, please contact 

Arthur Reed direct who will be able to assist. 
Family photos must be paid for by 11:59pm on 1st May. 



 

 

 

                           From the P.E. Department  
 
Prep-Grade 2 Swimming program Term 2 
 
Just a reminder to all Parents/Guardians of Prep-Grade 2 that the swimming program will 
be starting in week 5 of term 2.  The program goes for 8 straight school days, starting on 
the 14th of  May and finishing on the 23rd of May. The permission form is now up on 
compass to complete and send back before the cut off date Tuesday 1st of May. All 
relevant information is on there. Bus and session times will be placed in the newsletter in 
week 3.  
 
House Cross-Country  
 
The Bonbeach house cross-country will be held between 9am-11am on Friday the 4th of  
May (week 3). This is a whole school event so all are welcome to come watch and cheer 
on the students. Prep-grade 2’s will be running a smaller course within the school around 
the oval and basketball courts.  
 
Starting at approximately 9:15am.  

Preps: In classes (PM, PB, PT) Run/walk one lap of junior course (Oval and 
Basketball court). 

Grades 1/2: Run/walk in two groups (JDJ and JMW first, then JBS and JBK) and do 
two laps of junior course, (Oval and Basketball court). 

 
The grade 3-6’s will run a bigger course that goes around the outside of the school.  
Starting at approximately 9:15am: 

Under 9/10 Girls then boys. 3 laps (2km) 
Under 11 Girls then boys. 4 laps (3km) 
Under 12/13 all together. 4 laps (3km) 

 
Students will get a wristband on the morning of, indicating what age group they are in. For 
the 3-6’s this is the tryout to make the cross-country team.  
 
Term 2 Inter-School Sport   
 
Term 2 Inter-School Sport will consist of Football (AFL), Soccer, Netball and T-Ball. The 
dates are as follows: 
11/5- vs Carrum PS at Home 
18/5- Divisional Cross Country (No Inter-school sport) 
25/5- Winter Lighting Premiership (Venues yet to be determined) 
8/6- vs Seaford PS at Seaford PS 
15/6- vs Chelsea PS at Chelsea PS 
22/6- vs Seaford North at Home 
 
A consent form to be up on compass at the start of next week for Inter-school sport.  
 
-Mr Mac. 



 

 



 

 

VICTORIAN PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE (VPRC) 2018 UPDATE  
 
Bonbeach Primary School is proud to say that we have 18 students who have 
started the VPRC 2018 over the school holidays. With a total of 170 books already 
read and one student already completed, its a fine effort! I have  told all Grade 5/6 
students that only 1 student in grade 6 has completed the VPRC while I was 
coordinating it. I challenge the 2018 graduates to show us what they've got. Can 
they read 15 books?? 
 
Mr Rowan Shead of Prep, Congratulations! You are the first (and at the time of 
writing this) the only student to have completed the Challenge, 2018. Bravo. You 
can hold your head high and walk with pride. 
 
Happy Page Turning,  
Miss Thomas 

Application for Enrolment to Year 7 
2019 forms must be returned to the 
school office by Friday 11

th
 May 2018. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Please 
remember to 
wear your wide 
brimmed hat 
every day until 
the end of April.  



 

 

Bonbeach Preschool 

Enrolment Information  

Expressions of interest for children 

wishing to attend 3 year old 

preschool in 2019 opened on 5
th

 

March 2018 and are open until 29
th

 

June 2018.  To be eligible to enrol in 

our 3 year old preschool program 

your child must turn 3 on or before 

1
st 

February in the year they are 

attending the 3 year old program. For 

more information and to download a 

form please visit the school website 

at http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/

page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-

Information or ask for a copy of the 

form at the preschool. 

http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information
http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information
http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information

