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I have been a bit overwhelmed by the number of people who have made a point to welcome me back 
after my time off. Thank you very much and I can honestly say that I am very glad to be back.  
I need to thank Mr Clohessey and Ms Roolker for doing such a great job running the school in my 
absence. It was so much easier for me during that time knowing that the school was in such safe 
hands. 
So much has happened whilst I was away. The $2.6 million to rebuild the Pre School, the wonderful 
garden activity day hosted by Jade Houli involving gardening expert, Basil Natoli and many teachers 
and gardeners, the $183,000 grant to build a sensory area, and, of course, Mike Larkin doing the 
weather report from our school. All wonderful events that showcase our school and will enable the 
school to improve even more! 
 
School Building 
 
I had a meeting on Monday at the VSBA office in the city to discuss the progress of the planning for 
the new buildings. 
This included services reports, budgets, contingencies, time frames, etc., etc. It was very 
comprehensive and I came away confident that it is on budget, on time, and the master plan will be 
ready at the start of next year. 
 
Curriculum Days for 2019 
 
The following curriculum days for 2019 have been approved by School Council: 
Term 1 – Tuesday 29

th
 January and Wednesday 30

th
 January 

Students in Years 1-6 will commence school for 2019 on Thursday 31
st
 January. Foundation students 

will commence on Friday 1
st
 February. 

Term 2 – Friday 24
th
 May 

Term 4 – Monday 4
th
 November (Cup Eve) 

 
Class structure and Teaching Teams 2019 
 
The staff and I are working on the best possible class structure for next year and will have a decision 
made early next week. This class structure will be in next week’s newsletter.  
 
Teaching teams are not finalised yet as we have just appointed three new staff members and we are 
in the process of hiring one more. Until that appointment has been made, we can’t finalise the teams. 
As soon as that occurs, it will be published in the newsletter and on Compass. 

 
Student Placement Requests  
 
I have had a few requests for placement for students for next year for social or educational reasons. I 
have also had a very small number requesting a certain teacher and a friendship group.  
The staff and I spend many hours considering which teacher would suit your child best and we also 
take into account at the same time who their friends are and who should be in the same grade. 



 

 

If you have requested a particular teacher for your child for whatever reason, friendship groups 
may not happen.  
If you have requested certain students to be included in the same grade as your child or to be 
separated from your child, the teacher may not be considered. 
 
Mrs Jennings 
 
Mrs Jennings is going to take 12 months leave next year for personal reasons and won’t be back 
at Bonbeach until 2020. She has agreed to come back occasionally, if she is available, to work as 
a casual relief teacher when someone is away. 
We will all miss her smiling, happy presence but I am sure everyone will join me in wishing her a 
happy and productive time away next year and look forward to having her back in 2020. 
 
2019 School Fees and Booklist 
 
There will be an increase in the fee levy in 2019 from $80 to $100. This levy has not changed for 
10 years and is now necessary due to the increased cost to the school of purchasing resources 
and items to support students’ learning. 
Families will receive their 2019 booklists on Thursday this week. If you do not receive yours, 
please notify the office. 
Payment and collection day for booklists will be on Tuesday 29

th
 January 2019 between 9am – 

1pm. 
 
Uniform Shop 
 
During 2019, the uniform shop will transition to online through a new supplier, State Schools 
Relief. State Schools Relief is a not for profit organisation that supports the needs of 
underprivileged Victorian Government school students. 
For the remainder of 2018 and the beginning of 2019, the uniform shop will remain open with 
ordering and purchase of school uniform items remaining the same. We will update families 
throughout 2019 when the change to online ordering and purchase will occur. 
 
Making a smooth transition to secondary school 
 
by Michael Grose 
 
Going to secondary school is both exciting and scary for many kids. There’s excitement about new 
friends, teachers and ventures, but this can be overshadowed by anxiety and stress. 
 
The sheer size of a high school building can be overwhelming to the uninitiated. The potential loss 
of status when moving from big fish in a small pond to tiny minnow in a large ocean can be hard to 
swallow for some. Add the increased number of teachers and the hormonal changes that 
accompany puberty and drive emotional and cognitive development and it is little wonder the first 
year of secondary school often sees a plateauing in learning. Most kids are flat out making new 
friends and getting used to how secondary school works, so learning takes a back seat for a time. 
 
While it’s easier for those who have a brother or sister already there who can pass on some tips 
about how to survive secondary school, many don’t have that luxury. Fortunately, there are 
number of strategies parents can use to make the transition to secondary school easier. 
 
1. Know the school space 
 
Familiarity helps reduce anxiety. Most secondary schools have familiarisation programs for 
incoming students but it helps to reinforce with your young person where the key spaces are – 
such as administration, toilets, the tuck shop and drinking taps. A trip to the school during the 
holidays, if possible, can help reassure a nervous secondary school starter. 
 



 

 

2. Make the leap with friends 
 
Negotiating new friendships can be stressful so it helps to identify some friends from primary school or 
outside school that your child can travel with or meet up before school, at lunch breaks and during times 
when classes aren’t scheduled. This will give them the opportunity to share and compare experiences, 
which is therapeutic for kids who are experiencing change. 
 
3. Help with planning and organisation 
 
Some students can be overwhelmed by the organisational demands of secondary school. If your child 
fits this category, be prepared to be on hand to coach your young person in the finer arts of being on 
time to class, organising work in folders, planning homework time, handing in multiple assignments and 
filling out forms. 
 
4. Set up a designated study space in the home 
 
Now that your young person has hit the big time it’s important that they have a study space to call their 
own. Keep this outside the bedroom if possible – the bedroom is a space for sleeping and relaxing. Use 
any area that is reasonably quiet and well lit. Set up a desk with a computer, if possible, along with 
stationery items. 
 
5. Establish a work schedule 
 
If your child’s primary school homework was given inconsistently then be prepared for a change. Most 
secondary schools try to coordinate homework between different teachers but there will be more times 
than not when your child will come home with multiple homework assignments to complete. Build the 
homework habit early and choose a regular time that allows for breaks. Encourage them to work quickly 
so that work does not drag on and become demotivating. 
 
6. Stay patient and positive 
 
The social and academic demands of going to secondary school can be mentally draining for young 
people. Some will miss old friends and the relative comfort of primary school. It’s important for parents 
to be patient with their young person, to expect a few behaviour blowouts and to be prepared to listen 
and help them process their new experiences. If your young person has negative experiences, point 
them in the direction of the good things that may happen during the day. 
 
Your young person’s coping mechanisms are being tested during this time. They can change on a daily 
basis. If stress becomes overwhelming or persistent to the point that they don’t want to go to school 
after the initial settling-in period, consider organising some extra assistance. A year-level coordinator, 
school counsellor or the local doctor can be good starting points should extra assistance be needed. 
 
Starting secondary school is one of many transitions your young person will face in life. With planning 
and support, your child can make a positive start to secondary school and enjoy an amazing time at 
their new school. 
 

 

Dealing with video game crazes: Fortnite and fanaticism 
 
by Martine Oglethorpe 
 
Working with kids in schools these past weeks, and indeed having five children of my own, has alerted 
me to the seemingly unprecedented obsession with the new online game Fortnite. Not since Pokémon 
Go has something seemed to take the world by storm, leaving parents wondering when it will ever stop. 
 
The answer to that last question is probably that it will stop when the next big thing comes along. These 
fads may well be a modern day version of the Rubik’s Cube, elastics or swap cards, though of course 
the effects of the obsession can be much more pervasive than with my childhood obsession with 
PacMan. 



 

 

If Fortnite is the latest craze to hit your household, or you are being nagged and cajoled to let 
them have the game “that everyone else is playing”, then here are a few things you should 
know: 
 

 It is violent. The aim of the game is to be the last person standing, and in order to do that you 
must  kill all the other players. 
 However the violence is portrayed as less real and almost cartoonish. There is no blood and gore 
 as such, and so the violence is not comparable to that portrayed in other games such as Call of 
 Duty or Grand Theft Auto. 
 You can work in a team or on your own; working in a team can develop some effective teamwork 
 skills. 
 You can chat to team members but also random strangers who make up the remainder of the 100 
 players who are playing at the time. 
 You can turn the chat function off by going to the settings and clicking on Audio options. This limits 
 chatting to a player’s friends or team members. 
 Kids will be very loud playing this game so there is little chance of them playing it behind your 
back! 
 Each game goes for about 20 minutes so it is an easy one to put time limits on by stipulating the 
 number of games. 
 It is frequently described as addictive so it is unlikely they will leave a game midway through. 
 
As with any new game, social network or fad, it is crucial that we familiarise ourselves with it. Have a 
game with them, play around with the app or read about what the possible dangers may be so that 
you can have the right conversations and put the right boundaries in place. 
 
Whilst there are certainly many areas of video gaming to be concerned about, it is also important to 
recognise that most video games can build skills and can also have social, emotional and cognitive 
benefits. 
 
Now of course in order to enjoy these benefits parents need to ensure that gaming remains under 
control and that the games being played are at an appropriate level for their child. 
 
Five things to keep in mind 

1. Discuss any themes or concepts you are concerned about to see if your child has a grasp on the 
 reality (or lack thereof) when it comes to certain games. 
2. Monitor how your individual child is coping with a game and the amount of time they are playing. If 
 their mood is changing, they are having a fight to come to the dinner table or they are staying up 
all  night and neglecting other areas of their lives, then you will need to step in and make some 
 changes. 
3. Remember it is your house and your rules. But making these rules and boundaries from a place of 
 knowledge and understanding makes them a lot easier to enforce. 
4. If a child is struggling with time limits, warnings may help and you may wish to slowly reduce the 
 time being played (rather than go cold turkey). However, some parents have had success with 
 giving their kids a total break from games when things were getting out of hand. 
5. Always go to the settings area of any game or network as there you will find ways to make the 
 experience as safe and positive as possible. Minimising the number of people they have the ability 
 to connect with and who can make contact with them is a good place to start. 
 
Remember that every child is different and so the effects that gaming has on each child will be 
different. The key to enjoying a positive experience with whatever game or craze comes your way is 
to ensure your child maintains control over their play, that they are playing safely and that they are 
still leaving plenty of time to do all of the many other things they need to experience on any given day. 
 
Ken Jones 
Principal  
 



 

 

From the Assistant Principal 

 
 
Prep Excursion 
Last Wednesday, our Prep students attended the Melbourne Museum and Imax 
Theatre as part of their Inquiry unit on Bugs. The students enjoyed watching 
the 3D feature on bugs and participating in many of the different exhibits and 
activities the museum has to offer. Thank you to the prep teachers for 
organising this activity and to the parent helpers on the day for their support. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Year 5 visit to Patterson River Secondary College 
Last Thursday, our Year 5 students visited Patterson River Secondary College to see what it is 
like in Secondary College and to participate in typical Secondary school lessons. Bonbeach PS 
attended, along with several other local schools. The students had the opportunity to participate 
in a range of lessons including English, art, science and humanities. Our Grade 5 students 
represented our school well and enjoyed participating in the various activities.  
 

Farmers’ Market 
We had another successful Farmers’ Market last weekend. 39 stall holders were there on the day 
and 975 people through the gate. Be sure to come down to the next Farmers Market on the 9th 
December, hopefully we can get 1000 people visit! Thank you to all the families who gave up 
some time to help on the day: Jonothan C, Narelle, Andreea, Kerryn, Cam, Brett, Ange, Alister, 
Troy, Andrea, Andy, Mike W, Jonathan G, Stephanie, Anita P, Bonnie, Jessica S, Brooke and 
Pam. The Farmers’ Market couldn’t run without all the volunteers. 
 

Chanel 10 weather report with Mike Larkin 
On Monday, we had a special visitor to the school! Mike Larkin from Chanel 10 news, came 
along and presented his live weather report from the Bonbeach PS school garden. Thank you to 
everyone who came along to watch and participate. This was a fantastic opportunity to 
showcase the wonderful programs and activities offered at Bonbeach Primary to the wider 
community. The students enjoyed participating in a Q & A with Mike before filming and had a 
laugh at some of his jokes! Thankyou to all our school and vice captains and environmental 
leaders for attending and representing the school. Isabel our environmental leader and, Jasmine 
and Mitch our School Captains, did a fantastic job speaking with Mike about the school on air. 
Thank you to Jade and Amy for inviting Mike and Chanel 10 to film their weather report at the 
school.  



 

 

Transition 
The school will be holding four transition sessions for 2019 throughout November and 
December. During each of the sessions, we will be inviting our 2019 prep students into the 
school as well as having internal transition for our students in years 1-5. During these 
sessions, students will have the opportunity to ‘move up’ into their 2019 year level where 
they will have the opportunity to hear about the types of things that happen in that year 
level, ask questions and complete activities. These sessions will take place with our current 
teachers in each year level in their current room. This will not be their 2019 class as we are 
still in the planning stages for 2019 teacher and class placement.  
Transition dates: 
Thursday 22nd November 9:30-10:30am 
Tuesday 27th November 9:30-10:30am 
Thursday 6th December 9:30-10:30am 
Tuesday 11th December 9:30-12:30pm (State-wide transition day. Year 6 students attending 
a government secondary college to attend their 2019 secondary college on this day). 
 

 

Regards, 

Lisa Roolker 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Sun 11/11   Farmers’ market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Mon 12/11   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Wed 14/11   2019 Prep Parent Information Night 6:30pm-7:30pm 
     School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Thurs 22/11  Education Sub-committee meeting 5:30pm 
     Prep 2019 Orientation 9:30-10:30am 
     Uniform Shop open 9:30-11:30am 
Tues  27/11  Prep 2019 Orientation 9:30-10:30am 
     Uniform Shop open 9:30-10:30am 
Wed 5/12   P&F meeting 
Thurs 6/12   Prep 2019 Orientation 9:30-10:30am 
     Uniform Shop open 9:30-10:30am 
Fri 7/12   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sun 9/12   Farmers’ market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Tues 11/12  Grade 6-7 Government school transition day 
     Prep 2019 Orientation 9:30am-12:30pm 
     Last day Uniform Shop open 9:30-10:30am 
Wed 12/12   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Thur 13/12   Christmas Concert 6pm 
Fri 14/12   Canteen Christmas Special! Last canteen service of the year 
Tues 18/12  Grade 6 Graduation 6:30pm 
Fri 21/12   Last day of term 4-students dismissed at 1:30pm 
 

2019 
Tue 29/1   Staff return 
     2019 Booklist Payment and Collection Day 9am-1pm 
Wed 30/1   Curriculum Day-no students required at school 
Thur 31/1   Yr 1-6 students return 9am 
Fri 1/2    Prep students start 9am 
Wed 6/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Fri 8/2    Canteen Commences. Orders by 9am on Thursdays 
Wed 13/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 20/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 27/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 6/3   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Fri 5/4    Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of the 
Week awards at next week’s assembly. 

  
 

 JDB  Xander K 
 JKM  Jaime A 
 JST  Sam S 
 

 JBK  Emily P  
 JDJ  Jazper N-J  
 JMW  Judd H 
 

 MJH  Jacob R  
 MMM  Kelvin S 
 

 Senior School:   Fern M, Amaya G, Tristian H 
 
 Digital Technologies: SJ     
 
  



 

 

Important Announcement for iPhone Users 
 

Going forward, all updates to our Compass App will no longer support iOS 
versions below iOS 9. This means that any device running iOS 8 or below 
will no longer be supported. 
 
If your iPhone allows updates beyond iOS 8, please ensure your phone is 
updated to ensure you receive the latest enhancements to 
our Compass App. 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
You may have noticed some subtle changes to the appearances of Mr. Mac, 
Mr. Cook, Mr. Akeroyd, Mr. Halperin and Mr. Waters. As a team, the 
Bonbeach Mo Bros, we are working to raise funds and awareness for men’s 
health and the Movember Foundation. 
For those who are unaware, The Movember Foundation works globally to 
support men with improving their physical health and emotional wellbeing.  
Thank you to the families that have already made very generous donations 
to this fantastic cause. If you would like to support our efforts, you can 
make a donation at the school office, or online at the Movember foundation 
website: https://au.movember.com/search/?q=bonbeach%20mo%20bros  
All funds raised will be donated to the Movember Foundation.  
Thanks, 
 
The Bonbeach Mo Bros 

https://au.movember.com/search/?q=bonbeach%20mo%20bros


 

 



 

 



 

 

Grade 6 Parents 
 
We urgently require some Grade 6 parent volunteers for Farmer’s Market BBQ  on 
Sunday 9th December. Funds raised will be supporting your children’s graduation, 
so please try to help out.  
Please contact the office or year 6 teacher if you can assist on the day. 
 

MISSING BIKE 
Specialised, red, white 
and black, 26 inch, hard 
tail mountain bike, with  
caliper brakes. 
Please contact the office 
if you have any 
information. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 Dogs at school.  
 

Dogs are not allowed on 
school premises between 7am 

and 6pm. Even if you know 
your dog is placid and wouldn’t 

hurt anyone, some children 
are scared or uncomfortable 
around dogs. If you do bring 

your dog to school for pick up 
or drop off, please tie them to 

the fence outside.  

 
 

With effect from 
the 1st September 
all students 
should be 
wearing hats at 
school. 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

Finals opening times for the 
Uniform Shop are as follows: 
 
Thurs 22/11  9:30-11:30am 
Tues 27/11   9:30-10:30am 
Thurs 6/12    9:30-10:30am 
Tues 11/12     9:30-10:30am 
  
 

All purchases must be paid for 
prior to collecting from the 
uniform shop.  

 
Thank-you  
Monique, Sam 
and Mandy 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student 
bank books to the school 
office on THURSDAY 
mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when 
depositing money into your 
account. 
 
Please note 
that the Secret 
Scratch 
Notepad is no 
longer 
available 
 



 

 


