
 

 

   14th December 2018 

Persistence   Confidence   Getting Along   Organisation   Resilience 

Dismissal next Friday 
I’m sure you don’t really need reminding but next Friday 21

st
 December is the last day of school for this 

year. There will be an assembly at approx. 1:10 pm and dismissal will be at 1:30 pm 
 
Carols on the Oval 
I love Melbourne but I really don’t think much of the weather here. Weather permitting, we will be 
holding our Christmas Carol night on the oval at 6pm next Monday 17

th
 December. Hope to see you all 

there!  
 
Class Teachers 2019 
There are 3 new staff members coming to Bonbeach next year. All have had previous teaching 
experience at other schools and have been highly recommended to us. Ms. Nikki McCallum, Ms. Chloe 
Felmingham and Mr Craig Heywood. We look forward to them joining our team! 
The class teachers for 2019 are as follows: -  
Years 5/6 - Mr Phillip Akeroyd, Mrs Nikki McCallum, Mr Ben Jasiewicz and Mrs Kylie Middleton. 
Years 3/4 – Mrs Jodie Wicks/ Mrs Elise Ioviero, Mr Joel Halperin and Ms Chloe Felmingham 
Years 1/2 – Mr Martyn Waters, Ms Leisha Luchetti, Mrs Tina Ballos, Ms Danica Bolton and Mr Terence 
Cook 
Foundation – Ms Shara Tisseverasinghe, Mrs Kate Murray/Ms Bethea Fregon and Mr Craig Heywood 
 
Students will be introduced to their teacher for 2019 next Thursday after lunch. 
 
New Building  
The master plan is on display outside the office if you wish to see them. I have several meetings during 
the break to go over some of the many details that are involved in these projects. I look forward to 
sharing the results of them with you after the break. 
 
Farmers’ Market 
Thank you to everyone who came out on Sunday for the last Farmers’ Market for 2018. We had 40 
stall holders and 906 people through the gate. Thank you to all of the volunteers on the day, we would 
not be able to run the market without you! Thanks to: Narelle, Andreea, Laureen, Cam, Paul K, Ange, 
Kerryn, Claire M, Alistair, Troy M, Stephanie, Julie AW, Kate D, Regan and Tash W. Your support is 
appreciated! 
 
School Council Report 
 
The following was approved at yesterday’s school council meeting: 
 
New Goal Posts 
School Council has approved the purchase and installation of new AFL goalposts and portable soccer 
goals using funds raised through the Farmers’ Market. We anticipate that the goal posts will be 
installed early Term 1 2019.  
 
Grade 3-6 2019 Production 
School Council approved the hiring of company ‘Footsteps’ to work with students in grades 3-6 in Term 
3 next year to choreograph and teach students performances for the 3-6 production to be held in Term 
3 2019.  



 

 

Changes to School Council Sub-Committees 
In 2019, school Council will run the following sub-committees: Finance, Education, Farmers’ Market 
and Pre-School. 

 
Why developing empathy in your child matters 

 

by Michael Grose 
Parenting is a socialisation process during which parents develop in their children and teenagers the 
skills and attitudes that will enable them to fit into the different groups they encounter. These groups 
will exist inside the classroom, in friendship groups, during sports and leisure activities and elsewhere. 

This socialisation process needs to begin from a young age. 

Initially, most kids believe that their world and everyone in it revolves around them. “I want” is their 
mantra. Patient, firm parents will continually remind children that they need to think of others. “It’s your 
brother’s turn.””Nana doesn’t feel comfortable listening to that language.” “Think about how your 
behaviour affects others.” These are the types of appeal to a less self-centred approach that many 
parents make. 

The socialisation process operates on two levels. On one level its focus is on teaching and helping 
kids to follow social rules or conventions that exist to help them get along with each other. At a deeper 
level successful socialisation develops empathy in a child or young person. 

Empathy – the ability to understand how another person is feeling or how they respond to a behaviour 
or an event – is the basis of all respectful relationships. Without empathy it’s impossible for someone 
to enjoy a relationship based on respect and equality. It’s easy for a person who doesn’t practise 
empathy to reject, bully, intimidate or hurt someone else. 

Empathy learned in childhood carries on to adult life 

Empathetic adults enjoy better personal relationships and experience less stress. They also make 
better leaders who are more likely to get the best out of people than self-centred, result-focused 
leaders. 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that empathy, if neglected in childhood, can be difficult to develop in 
adulthood. In some adults it takes a traumatic event or a ‘road-to-Damascus’ moment for them to 
adopt an empathetic perspective. 

So, rather than wait until adulthood, let’s focus on developing empathy in your children and 
adolescents. There is a good chance they will benefit very soon in terms of enjoying better  
friendships, improved wellbeing and more success at school. Here are five ideas to get you started: 

1. Model empathetic behaviour. Be kind even though the person in front of you in that queue is slow. 

2. Read fiction stories to kids or encourage them to read fiction. People who read fiction score 
highest on tests that ask them to infer other people’s thoughts and emotions. 

 



 

 

3.   Praise kind and compassionate behaviours. The behaviours that parents focus on, even with 
teenagers, are those that tend to expand, so bring their empathetic behaviours to the fore. 

4.   Validate your child’s feelings. When a child shares difficult stories or emotions let them know 
you understand, without offering solutions or advice. 

5.    Invite your child to walk in someone else’s shoes. Occasionally ask your child a question like, 
“What would it be like to be feel tall like Tanya?” 
 
Empathy is too important to wait until adulthood so make it a priority to develop a sense of ‘other’ 
in your child from an early age. 
 
 

Regards, 

Ken & Lisa  



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
      
      
Tues 18/12  Grade 6 Graduation 6:30pm 
Fri 21/12   Last day of term 4-students dismissed at 1:30pm 
 

2019 
Tue 29/1   Staff return 
     2019 Booklist Payment and Collection Day 9am-1pm 
Wed 30/1   Curriculum Day-no students required at school 
Thur 31/1   Yr 1-6 students return 9am 
Fri 1/2    Prep students start 9am 
Wed 6/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Fri 8/2    Canteen Commences. Orders by 9am on Thursdays 
     Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Wed 13/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 20/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 27/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 6/3   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
     Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Fri 5/4    Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Fri 29/3   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
 
 
 
 

Art Smocks 
 
The time has come for the art smocks to be returned. They have been 
slowly going home over the last week. If your child hasn’t received their 
art smock yet, please check with your class teacher first and then the art 
room. Unfortunately, there are a few art smock with no names. These will 
be kept in the art room until the end of term. Please wash them and return 
them to your new teacher next year. 

School Aerobics 
 
Notices have been handed out regarding acquiring the electronic version 
of the coaching notes and music. Please return the slip to the Office by 
Monday 17th December 2018 so that emails can be sent and checked by 
the end of term. 



 

 

BON FOOD AT BONBEACH 
 
 

Yesterday [12th of Dec] Bonbeach Primary School children made bon food. 
 

Some made popcorn, bright and yum. 
 

Others made pumpkin muffins, homemade with love. 
 

More made apple and zucchini muffins, very yum. 
 

And a few made strawberry jam, very bon. 
 

By Zack Ivan Kearns. 

Gardening Club Recount 
 

0n  December Wednesday 12th  2018 we made Food. 
Some made pumpkin muffins which were tasty. 
Others made Zucchini and Apple muffins which were delcious. 
And some made yummy popcorn most of liked it. 
Lastly made was strawberry jam very spectaular. 
 
By Levi M 



 

 

With effect from 
the 1st September 
all students 
should be 
wearing hats at 
school. 



 

 

This year the Chelsea Community Christmas Lunch will again be providing Lunch on the 25th 
December for guests who reside in our local community. Last year the team of volunteers fed 
over 125 guests, who were not only grateful for the meal, but also enjoyed the entertainment, 
music & an opportunity to meet others who may have otherwise spent the afternoon on their 
own.  
 
With the help of O'Brien Real Estate, we are collecting non-perishable food items. Each guest 
will receive a gift bag filled with these items to take home. If you can help by donating a few 
non-perishable items, please drop them off  at the school office. 


