
 

 

   14th June 2018 

Persistence   Confidence   Getting Along   Organisation   Resilience 

Principal’s Desk 
 
 
Mr Walsh and I will be attending a principal conference Thursday and Friday in the city this week. This 
forum is for all the principals in the whole South East Victoria Region. There is a wide variety of world 
class educationalists speaking, so I am confident that we will both come back with new perspectives 
and better understanding of new educational trends. 
 
Reports and Parent Teacher Interviews 
 
You will only be able to access your child’s report on Compass this year unless you are unable to 
access Compass and have specifically requested a printed copy. This will be uploaded on next Friday 
22

nd
 June. The Parent Teacher Interviews are being held the following week whilst the reports are 

fresh in your minds and questions can be answered more readily. If you haven’t already booked your 
times, please do so as soon as possible to avoid missing out. 
 
Aerobics success 
 
Congratulations to our aerobics team who came 3

rd
 at the state championships recently. 

Congratulations also to Grace and Tara Ash who won the pairs competition. This is more significant 
than it seems as the girls had to compete in a higher grade this year against very experienced teams. 
This means that the girls will be off again to Queensland to compete in the National championships 
later this year. Extremely well done girls! 
 
School Building 
 
Mr Walsh, Mrs Keates, Mrs McKenzie and I have visited some schools that have recently had new 
buildings erected so that we can have a more informed idea of what is possible with the money that 
Bonbeach has been given. We have also interviewed 4 architectural companies to hear what they 
could offer and we will be selecting one of them to plan our new building. There is a fairly lengthy 
process to undertake from this point. This includes identifying our future needs, both educationally and 
physically, consulting with the teachers, students and parents for their input, making sure the building 
is suitable to meet our educational vision and strategic plan, and then the seemingly endless meetings 
with architects, regional office and the VSBA. We expect that all this will be completed successfully 
and in a timely manner. The actual building work is due to commence in September 2019. 
 
Termites 
 
As you may have seen last week in the communication from the VSBA, it appears that termite activity 
has ceased and the problem resolved. There will be more checks at different times through the rest of 
the year to ensure there is no further infestation, therefore the traps are still placed around the school 
and we do still need to keep them in the ground. So, if you see someone tampering with one, please 
ask them to leave it alone.  
 
 



 

 

Music Reports 
 
Unfortunately, Ms Thomas did not write reports for the Music program in the first half of the year. 
Therefore, there will be no progression points nor personal comments on the Music report for 
students in Years 1 to 6. There will be a general statement on the areas the students covered during 
this time. I do apologize for this. We have advertised for a new music teacher and expect to be 
interviewing prospective candidates next week. 
 
I saw this and felt this article might be very relevant coming up to the holidays. It was slightly ironic 
too because the staff members with teenage and preteen children were discussing this game at 
lunchbreak that day. 
 
Dealing with video game crazes: Fortnite and fanaticism 
 
by Martine Oglethorpe 
 
Working with kids in schools these past weeks, and indeed having five children of my own, has 
alerted me to the seemingly unprecedented obsession with the new online game Fortnite. Not since 
Pokémon Go has something seemed to take the world by storm, leaving parents wondering when it 
will ever stop. 
 
The answer to that last question is probably that it will stop when the next big thing comes along. 
These fads may well be a modern day version of the Rubik’s Cube, elastics or swap cards, though of 
course the effects of the obsession can be much more pervasive than with my childhood obsession 
with PacMan. 
 
If Fortnite is the latest craze to hit your household, or you are being nagged and cajoled to let 
them have the game “that everyone else is playing”, then here are a few things you should 
know: 
 

 It is violent. The aim of the game is to be the last person standing, and in order to do that you 
must kill all the other players. 
 However the violence is portrayed as less real and almost cartoonish. There is no blood and gore 
as such, and so the violence is not comparable to that portrayed in other games such as Call of Duty 
or Grand Theft Auto. 
 You can work in a team or on your own; working in a team can develop some effective teamwork 
skills. 
 You can chat to team members but also random strangers who make up the remainder of the 100 
players who are playing at the time. 
 You can turn the chat function off by going to the settings and clicking on Audio options. This 
limits chatting to a player’s friends or team members. 
 Kids will be very loud playing this game so there is little chance of them playing it behind your 
back! 
 Each game goes for about 20 minutes so it is an easy one to put time limits on by stipulating the 
number of games. 
 It is frequently described as addictive so it is unlikely they will leave a game midway through. 
  
As with any new game, social network or fad, it is crucial that we familiarise ourselves with it. Have a 
game with them, play around with the app or read about what the possible dangers may be so that 
you can have the right conversations and put the right boundaries in place. 
 
Whilst there are certainly many areas of video gaming to be concerned about, it is also important to 
recognise that most video games can build skills and can also have social, emotional and cognitive 
benefits. 
 
Now of course in order to enjoy these benefits parents need to ensure that gaming remains under 
control and that the games being played are at an appropriate level for their child. 



 

 

Five things to keep in mind 

1. Discuss any themes or concepts you are concerned about to see if your child has a grasp on the 
reality (or lack thereof) when it comes to certain games. 
2. Monitor how your individual child is coping with a game and the amount of time they are playing. If 
their mood is changing, they are having a fight to come to the dinner table or they are staying up all 
night and neglecting other areas of their lives, then you will need to step in and make some changes. 
3. Remember it is your house and your rules. But making these rules and boundaries from a place of 
knowledge and understanding makes them a lot easier to enforce. 
4. If a child is struggling with time limits, warnings may help and you may wish to slowly reduce the 
time being played (rather than go cold turkey). However, some parents have had success with giving 
their kids a total break from games when things were getting out of hand. 
5. Always go to the settings area of any game or network as there you will find ways to make the 
experience as safe and positive as possible. Minimising the number of people they have the ability to 
connect with and who can make contact with them is a good place to start. 
6.  
Remember that every child is different and so the effects that gaming has on each child will be 
different. The key to enjoying a positive experience with whatever game or craze comes your way is to 
ensure your child maintains control over their play, that they are playing safely and that they are still 
leaving plenty of time to do all of the many other things they need to experience on any given day. 
 
Ken Jones 
Principal  
 
 
 

 

Bonbeach Primary School  

Pyjama Day 29
th

 June 

 
 

On June 29th (the last day of this term), Bonbeach Primary School students are 
invited to bring a gold coin donation and wear their pyjamas to school. This money 
is being raised to help support a charity called 300 Blankets. 
 

The 300 Blankets mission is to keep our community warm. With a focus on warmth, 
they provide blankets to people experiencing homelessness. The blankets are 
obtained through donations from the community and are distributed throughout 
Victoria, Australia. 
 
For more information, visit: http://www.300blankets.org.au/ 
 

http://www.300blankets.org.au/


 

 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
 
Farmers’ Market 
We had a great morning at the  market on  Sunday. There 765 people through the gates and  31 stalls—while not the 
busiest market for the year, it was still pleasing due to the long weekend. The Egg & Bacon stall  did particularly well  
raising some much needed funds for new books in the P-2 area. Thank you to our volunteers this week: Amy D, Liz 
F, Andrea G, Jade H, Paul K, Ange L, Narelle L, Winnie L,  Meg L, Claire M, Bryan M, Anita M, Regan M, Andreea 
S, Cam S, Stacey S, Emma T, Harry W,  Stephanie W. 
 
If you would like to help out at our next market on the 8th of July, please send Narelle an email at  
marketing@goldstreamrv.com.au.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Reports and Parent-Teacher Interviews 
The teachers are right in the thick of writing reports at the moment. This takes an enormous amount of time and 
consideration to ensure that the most accurate representation of your child’s learning is presented to you. In 2018, all 
reports are available via Compass—a ‘hard copy’ will not be sent home.  One way of viewing your child’s report is to 
click on the link to ’Profile—Attendance, Schedule, Reports) in the browser. 
 
Booking your child’s Parent Teacher Interview will also happen via 
Compass.  Click on the 2 people icon at the top of the page and select 
‘Conferences’. Parent teacher interviews will be able to be booked from 
early next week. Parent Teacher Interviews are being held in the last week 
of Term 2, with a late night being offered by the teachers on Tuesday the 27th June. 
 



 

 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of 
the Week awards at next week’s assembly. 

  
 
 
  
 
 

 JDB  Miori W 
 JKM  Jay W 
 JST  Ethan E 
  
 JBK  Talia R-C 
 JBS  Tilli N 
 JDJ  Zoe C-S 
   
  
   

 Senior School:  Josh R-B, Josh G, Ned D and Jennifer F 
 
 Art:  JBS 
 Sport: SWI 
   
  
     

 

Bonbeach Preschool 2019 
 
Four-year-old 
Enrolments for 2019 4-year-old preschool have now 
opened through the Kingston Council. Kingston Council 
enrolment application forms can be found on their 
website: http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/Services/Family-
Children/Early-Years-Education-and-Care-Options/Four-
Year-Old-Kindergarten-Central-Enrolment 
This form needs to be returned to the Council along with 
the deposit required. Information about how the Council 
allocates 4-year-old places is on the application form and 
on the council’s website. To be considered for a first round 
offer, the application needs to be submitted before 29

th
 

June 2018.  

http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/Services/Family-Children/Early-Years-Education-and-Care-Options/Four-Year-Old-Kindergarten-Central-Enrolment
http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/Services/Family-Children/Early-Years-Education-and-Care-Options/Four-Year-Old-Kindergarten-Central-Enrolment
http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/Services/Family-Children/Early-Years-Education-and-Care-Options/Four-Year-Old-Kindergarten-Central-Enrolment


 

 

Do you know a kid who is passionate about healthy 

eating or environmental sustainability? 

 

The Nude Food Grants are open now! Australian Students are eligible to submit an individual application 

on the topics of nutrition or environmental sustainability and/ or nude food!  

Submission Requirements 
Your idea or initiative submission must fit within the themes of nutrition, environmental sustainability or 

Nude Food and address the following: 

1. Tell or show your idea to make your school or community a better place. 

2. Explain why your idea/ initiative is important and the impact it would have. 

3. Provide a budget breakdown of everything you need to bring your idea to life! 

Visit the official Nude Food Day website www.nudefoodday.com.au to register and review the submission 

requirements. Entries must be received by 5pm on Friday 22/6/18. 

https://smashenterprises.cmail19.com/t/j-l-nxiiyk-jrkturjlll-j/
http://www.nudefoodday.com.au
https://smashenterprises.cmail19.com/t/j-l-nbihx-zdrjhdjm-r/


 

 

 
 
 

 
 
TERM 2 
 
 
Fri 15/6   Interschool Sports v Chelsea @ Chelsea 
Tue 19/6   Uniform Shop 8:50am-9:15am 
Wed 20/6   Super Starters for 2019 Preps-Parent Information Night 6:30pm-7:30pm 
Fri 22/6   Interschool Sports v Seaford North @ home 
     Colourthon (Walkathon) 
Wed 27/6   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 29/6   Last day of term 2-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Sun 8/7   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
 
Term 3 
Fri 20/7   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 1 
Fri 20/7   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Wed 25/7   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Thurs 26/7   Junior School Production-Giraffes Can’t Dance 6pm 
Fri 3/8    Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 2 
Fri 10/8   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Fri 17/8   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 3 
Wed 22/8   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 31/8   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 4 
Wed 12/9   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 14/9   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 5 
Fri 14/9   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sat 15/9   Pre-School working bee 9am-12pm 
Fri 21/9   Last day of term 3-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 
Term 4 
Fri 12/10   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 6 
Fri 12/10   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Wed 17/10   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Sat 20/10   Pre-School Working Bee 9am-noon 
Fri 26/10   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 7 
Mon 5/11   Curriculum Day-No students required at school 
Tue 6/11   Melbourne Cup holiday 
Fri 9/11   Super Starters for Preps 2019 2:30pm-3:20pm-Activity 8 
Fri 9/11   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Wed 14/11   2019 Prep Parent Information Night 6:30pm-7:30pm 
     School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 7/12   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Wed 12/12   School Council Meeting 6pm-7:30pm 
Fri 21/12   Last day of term 4-students dismissed at 1:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
each month from 8:50am-
9:15am.  
 

All purchases must be paid for 
prior to collecting from the 
uniform shop.  

 
Thank-you  Monique, Sam and 
Mandy 
 
 
  
 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student 
bank books to the school 
office on THURSDAY 
mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when depositing 
money into your account. 
 
Please note that the Secret 
Scratch Notepad is no longer 
available 
 
 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 

Bonbeach Preschool 

Enrolment Information  

Expressions of interest for children 

wishing to attend 3 year old 

preschool in 2019 opened on 5
th

 

March 2018 and are open until 29
th

 

June 2018.  To be eligible to enrol in 

our 3 year old preschool program 

your child must turn 3 on or before 

1
st 

February in the year they are 

attending the 3 year old program. For 

more information and to download a 

form please visit the school website 

at http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/

page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-

Information or ask for a copy of the 

form at the preschool. 

 

Winter Sports 
 

TOMORROW   
Friday 15th June 

 

Year 5 and 6 children 
participate in Winter Sports at 

9:30am at Cheslsea PS. 
 

Chelsea v Bonbeach 
 

Parents are most welcome to 
come along and support us. 
 

http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information
http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information
http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information


 

 



 

 


