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Persistence   Confidence   Getting Along   Organisation   Resilience 

Principal’s Desk 
 
 
Fathers’ Day Breakfast 
 
I was very sorry to postpone the Fathers’ Day Breakfast from Monday to next Thursday 7

th
 

September as I realise that it is very difficult to rearrange work commitments. I made the call on 
Thursday after seeing the weather forecasts for next week. I felt that the sooner everyone knew the 
easier it might be to change plans. I apologise to those parents who are now unable to attend this 
event but we felt it was unavoidable. It would have been extremely difficult to cook such a large 
amount of food and, more importantly, we would not have been able to run the scheduled activities. 
Next year we will have the hall available for inclement weather conditions and this will not be an 
issue. 
 
District and Regional Athletics 
 
Congratulations to all our competitors at the District Athletics Sports last week. All performed really 
well in their events and had a lot of fun. Extra congratulations and best wishes to all those 
competitors who made it through to Regionals.  
 
 Scooters 
 
It is really great to see all the students having so much fun on their scooters and I am constantly 
amazed by some of the tricks that even our younger students can perform on them. The students 
need to be aware of the appropriate places to perform these. Currently, there is a group that is 
doing stunts around the front of the hall and, unfortunately doing quite a lot of damage to the 
concrete ramps and edges of the steps. So much so that they may have to be reconcreted before 
the safety strips can be fitted. If you see children jumping or grinding their scooters at the front of 
the hall, could you please request that they stop? I am loathe to take the next step and block that 
area overnight and on weekends but it may become necessary. 
 
Book Week 
 
Wow! How much work and thought went into all those fantastic costumes last week? Thank you to 
all the parents/helpers that enabled the students to look so good. Thank you also to Mrs. Ballos 
and her willing bunch of helpers who organised the whole week and all the activities. I know how 
much the students enjoyed the incursion and the activities day. I was particularly impressed by how 
many grandparents and special people came to participate in our reading afternoon on the oval. I’m 
already looking forward to next year’s book week! 
 

Using screen time to foster kids’ wellbeing and family fun 
 

Children of my generation (born in the 1980s) used to spend a great deal of time outside. 
Childhood is different now. Technology has changed everything. Our ‘digitally native’ children don’t 
know of a life when watches were used to tell the time and if you wanted to make a phone call 
anywhere other than at home you needed 30 cents and a phone booth. As kids we built forts, 
practiced goal shooting in our backyard ring, rode our bikes all around and spent hours outside. We 
loved it. 



 

 

Nowadays, left to their own devices, literally and figuratively, our kids are relying on technology for 
their entertainment. Some young Australians are now spending a third of their waking hours glued to 
screens, and this is affecting their physical, psychological and behavioural health. 

For optimal health and wellbeing, our young people need more quality family time, movement, green 
time (over screen time) and a chance to put a stop to the perpetually rewarding dopamine drip from 
constant tapping, scrolling, searching, swiping and Angry Bird launching. 

Well, what if I was to tell you that you can combine the wonders of technology with an endless number 
of outdoor adventures that are infinitely more fun than selfies, snapchat and episodes of Little Lunch? 
Would you want to give it a go? 

All you need to do is to download a free app called ‘Geocaching’. It’s a high-tech GPS-based treasure 
hunting app and it’s one of the best-kept family fun secrets. 

Hailed as the world’s biggest treasure hunt, the premise of geocaching is to get us all playing outside. 
And that it does. Here’s how it works: 

You start by downloading the app and creating an account, giving you the perfect opportunity to chat 
to your kids about remaining anonymous online. Once you’re all signed up, you can load up a map of 
your current location (or anywhere in the world) and watch for all of the hidden ‘geocaches’ – 
otherwise known as ‘caches’ – to appear showing their precise coordinates. Each cache is a hidden, 
small waterproof container containing a logbook and, if large enough, a pen and a whole range of 
trinkets or swaps from previous finders. 

When you find a cache, being careful not to be seen by outsiders affectionately known as ‘muggles’, 
you can sign and date the log, swap your trinket or toy with something inside the container, close it all 
up and return to exactly where you found it. 

There are millions of these geocaches hidden all over the world. There’s probably one near you right 
now! 

The app provides information about the difficulty of finding the cache, the local terrain, the size of the 
cache, a description of what you’re looking for and even hints if you’re having a bit of trouble. We 
always like to check the ‘activity’ of a cache too, to make sure it’s been found recently so that we can 
be confident it’s where it’s meant to be. 

It’s so exciting when you all find one! Some are really quick finds while others can take quite a bit of 
hunting. We practice perseverance each time and agree not to give up until we achieve success. 

My family have had the most amazing fun on our geocache adventures. Some days we plan an 
afternoon of treasure hunting, other times we set off after school to hunt for one closer to home. Some 
families even plan holidays around their geocaching adventures! 

Aside from the obvious advantages of getting outside into the fresh air, moving and having fun, 
geocaching ticks all the boxes for the elements that contribute to happiness and flourishing. 



 

 

 Father’s Day Breakfast 

 

Due to the weather forecast for Monday, we will 

be moving our Father's Day Breakfast to 

Thursday morning. Sausages and bacon will be 

sizzling from 8am. Sorry for any inconvenience 

and hope to see you all then!  

The PERMA model of flourishing tells us there are five key contributors: 

Positive emotions. These are aplenty when geocaching, starting with a sense of adventure 
and excitement, followed closely by wonder, curiosity, joy and elation. 

E is for Engagement, which is all about devoting time to those things that capture your 
attention and enable you to dive in head first to an activity, experiencing a feeling of flow by being 
fully immersed in what you’re doing. A big tick for geocaching on this one! 

R is for Relationships which are essential for our kids ’ mental, social and emotional health. 
Geocaching will bring you together as a family as you work towards a unified outcome, take turns 
to locate the cache, chat, problem solve, search, laugh and encourage each other along the way. 

M represents Meaning, something we experience when we feel a part of something bigger 
than ourselves. Being a valued part of their family fosters meaning for our young people, and so 
does being a part of the geocache community as a whole. 

A is for Achievement, which is absolutely essential for our kids to flourish, not to mention 
us as parents too. The sense of achievement experienced by ‘geokids’ is evident by the smiles on 
their faces with every successful treasure hunt. It never gets old. 

Ken Jones 

Principal 



 

 

Book Week Parade 
 



 

 

 



 

 

Classroom 
Activities 

 



 

 

Grandparents’ 
and Special 
Persons’ Day. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Fri 8/9    Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 4 
     Yr 5/6 Interschool Sport v St Louis @ home 
Sat 9/9    Preschool-Bunnings Keysborough BBQ Fundraiser 
Sun 10/9   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Tue 12/9    School Council Meeting 6pm 
Wed 13/9   Preschool Meeting 7pm 
Thur 14/9    Y5 5/6 The Island Camp-2nd Instalment of $100 due 
Fri 15/9    Curriculum Day—No students required at school 
Tue 19/9    Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Fri 22/9    Last day of term 3-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Sun 8/10   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
 
 
Term 4 
Mon 9/10   Term 4 begins 9am 
Wed 11/10   Preschool Meeting 7pm 
Fri 13/10    Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 5 
Sat 14/10   Preschool Working bee 9am-12pm 
Tue 17/10   School Council Meeting 6pm 
19/10    The Blame Game’ Senior Production 
Fri 27/10    Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 6 
Tue 31/10   Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Thurs 2/11   Music: Count Us In 
Mon 6/11   Curriculum Day—No students required at school 
Tue 7/11   Melbourne Cup Holiday 
Fri 10/11    Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 7 
Sun 12/11   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Mon 13/11   Yr  5 The Island Camp depart 
Tue 14/11   School Council Meeting 6pm 
     Preschool 2018 Parent Information Night 
Wed 15/11   Yr 6 The Island Camp depart 
     Yr 5 the Island Camp return 
Fri 17/11    Yr 6 The Island Camp return 
Thur 23/11   2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 1 9am-10am 
Tue 28/11   2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 2 9am-10am 
     Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Wed 6/12   2018 Prep Parent Information Night 6:30pm-7:30pm 
Thur 7/12   2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 3 9am-10am 
Sun 10/12   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Tue 12/12   2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 4 9am-12pm 
     School Council Meeting 6pm 
Tue 19/12   Yr 6 Graduation 
Fri 22/12    Last day of term 4-students dismissed at 1:30pm 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Grade 2 in the garden.. 
 
Lessons are always being learnt in the garden. Last Summer we failed to produce any 
pumpkins or zucchinis because the flowers were being picked and used as decorations for 
some seriously amazing, competition worthy mud pies. 
 
Plant life cycles were discussed with students in the garden with a focus on pollination and 
flowers so it was understood that the flowers have a purpose and are not there just to look 
pretty - which they do. 
 
The students needed a flower garden that could be used for these and other creative ways, like 
perfume potions, snail salads, head crowns and bouquets for the teachers. 
 
Grade 2 students were encouraged to plant flower seedlings and seeds in a dedicated area to 
create a flower garden just for them - and yes to be picked!  If they proved they could nurture 
and care for their plants, in return we would purchase some bird houses or similar, for them to 
add to their flower garden. Lunchtimes developed into a little flower club ranging from Prep to 6! 
 
Weeks went by and the flower garden was being nurtured, soon becoming a fairy garden that 
included a gym, a cafe, movie cinema and a library. A whole fairy city had been created. 
 
Our friends at the Chelsea Men's Shed were delighted to make some little houses from recycled 
timber for the flower garden. Grade 6 students assisted in attaching the houses to stakes. The 
preps dug holes for the stakes, and of course the Grade 2 took charge as foremen and directed 
them where to go. 
 
To see friendship circles across the year levels forming over flowers and fairies and the sharing 
of houses and flowers - bringing more imagination into the garden. 
 We have  installed a couple of letterboxes to encourage literacy via letter writing 
 
This week, Fairy Fuchsia replied after she discovered a letter during her flying lessons! 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month from 8:50am-9:15am.  
 

Prepaid completed orders forms 
can be left at the office to be 
filled. Orders will then be 
available for collection from the 
office. 

 
Thank-you  
Sally, Mandy, 
Bonnie & Katarina 
 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student 
bank books to the school 
office on THURSDAY 
mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when depositing 
money into your account. 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 
 


