
 

 

   28th April 2017 

Principal’s Desk 
 
Welcome Back 
 
Welcome back to Term 2! We no longer have to worry about wearing Sunsmart hats when we go 
outside but I am not looking forward to another long cold winter.  
Just a gentle reminder that, as winter approaches, it is just as important to be Coldsmart as it is to be 
Sunsmart. Dress your child in layers because they can always take one layer off if they are too warm 
but it is difficult to warm up if you are under dressed. I can’t think of anything much worse than being 
cold and miserable.  
This is also the time that resistance to colds and other bugs is at its lowest. If your child is sick, 
please don’t send them to school as it is the quickest way to spread the germs. 
On a positive note, it’s footy season and we don’t have to mow the lawn as much! 
 
Curriculum Days 
 
The 3 remaining curriculum (pupil free) days for the year have been decided upon and approved by 
School Council. 
The dates for these are:- Monday 24

th
 July, Friday 15

th
 September, Monday 6

th
 November. As the 

school is in review year this year, these days will be preparing for the review and writing our 
Strategic Plan which will determine 
 
School Photographs 
 
Good news for those parents who had trouble with school photos in previous years. We have 
changed the photography company that will take the class and individual student photos this year. 
Members of the P & F and I met with representatives of 3 companies that had been recommended 
to us. After viewing the various packages and reviewing the different ordering/ delivery procedures, 
Arthur Reed Photographers was chosen this year. We will be seeking feedback after the whole 
process is over to ascertain whether we will continue with them in future years. 
The whole school photo day is Tuesday 30

th
 May. 

 
Uniforms 
 
After some approaches to school councilors, some aspects of the School Dress Code were 
discussed at the last School Council meeting, in particular whether leggings should be included in 
the Dress Code. School Council ratified the existing Dress Code which does not allow leggings to be 
worn at school.  
The Dress Code is displayed at the Uniform Shop and can be accessed here http://
bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1487824528dress_code.pdf  
The teachers will be instructed to follow the below as per the code: 
If students are not dressed in full school uniform, the following process will be followed: 
1. A formal letter stating that your child was not in appropriate school uniform will be sent home. It 
must be signed by a parent or guardian and returned to the school. 
2. After 3 formal letters are sent home, parents will be contacted by the principal to arrange a 
meeting to explain why the student continues not to comply with the dress code. 
It should be noted that if any formal letters are not returned to the school signed by the parents the 
staff will immediately move to step 2 in the process. 
 

http://bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1487824528dress_code.pdf
http://bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1487824528dress_code.pdf


 

 

If you believe you have a valid reason why your child cannot wear the correct uniform, please 
contact myself or Mr Walsh to discuss the matter. 
 
Hall Renovations 
 
You may have noticed the activity around the hall. Renovation, or rather, demolition has 
commenced in the hall at long last! All asbestos was removed during the holidays and all 
necessary tests have clearly shown there are no traces of asbestos in the hall or surrounds. The 
work is slightly ahead of schedule at the moment, which is great. The only downside is that the 
hall will be unavailable for anything other than library classes, as the foyer is unaffected by the 
renovations. 
 
 
 
The language of Independence 
 
Independence-building is vitally important for parents. It’s the pathway to children’s competency, 
confidence and creativity, and the short cut to resilience and real learning. Families always 
develop shared language around the values that have strong meaning for them. If resilience is a 
shared value then there invariably will be a strong set of words and phrases about resilience 
factors such coping, flexibility and perseverance. Similarly, the values of independence and self-
sufficiency are reflected in a family’s proprietary language. In fact, it’s through shared language 
that culture exists. If you are looking to building a culture of independence in your family then 
creating your proprietary language around independence is a great way to start.  
 
These following twelve examples of independence-building language, and the principles behind 
them, will help you create your own family’s language.  
 
1. Never regularly do for a child the things a child can do for him or herself Goal: Independence 
This is perhaps the original parentingfor-independence manifesto, and it’s a philosophy that 
guides many teachers and parents today. In effect, this sentence means that wherever possible - 
we give children the skills and competencies to look after themselves physically and emotionally. 
It requires a great deal of patience, time and courage from parents and teachers as the sentence 
is easier to say than to put into practice. But it’s a worthy guiding principle that leads to self-
sufficiency in children, and ultimately redundancy as parents. 
 
 2. “Is this something you can do?” Goal: Self-help Independence takes many forms but perhaps 
the most common is the development of self-help skills. The confidence, pride and, for most, 
sheer pleasure that kids doing the simple things for themselves such a toddler tying his shoelaces 
or a child making her own lunch is immeasurable. Yet it is so easily denied by well-meaning 
parents and adults who see it as their job to do everything for children. Independence begins at 
home with the development of self-help skills. 
 
3. “Have you checked the help roster today?” Goal: Contribution A great way to develop a sense 
of independence is to give kids opportunities to help out at home. There is no need to overburden 
children with jobs, but a sensible allocation of chores according to their age and study 
requirements is not only a great help to you, but fantastic training for them. It also builds 
accountability and a work ethic, both highly valued characteristics for continuing success at 
school and later in life. 
 
 4. “Which of these two would you prefer?” Goal: Decision-making Parents as wise leaders need 
to call the shots on how the family life is conducted, including health and welfare issues such as 
appropriate bed and bath times. Some things are not up for negotiation. But there are areas 
where parents can rightfully hand autonomy to children and say, ‘It’s your call!’ Choice of clothes, 
how they keep their bedroom, what they eat and who they play with are the types of decisions 
they can make. Naturally, this is age-related and you do need to have some influence on their 
choices. 
 



 

 

5. “How can you make this happen?” Goal: Problem-solving Kids get used to bringing their problems to 
parents to solve. If you keeping solving them, they’ll keep bringing them. A problem-solving approach 
relies on asking good questions, which can be challenging if you are used to solving your child’s 
problems. The first question when a child brings you a problem should be: ‘Can you handle this on your 
own?’ Next should be, ‘What do you want me to do to help you solve the problem?’ These questions 
are not meant to deter children from coming to you; rather, to encourage and teach them to start 
working through their own concerns themselves.  
 
6. “We rely on you to do this.” Goal: Reliability Reliability is closely connected to responsibility and 
other aspects of independence. Every child over the age of five, at the eldest, should do something that 
someone else relies on whether it’s looking after a pet, clearing the meal table or emptying the garbage 
on a regular basis. Having others rely on you has its challenges and can be a learning curve. They’ll 
inevitably forget to put the rubbish bins out on garbage night, meaning your bin will be overflowing for 
the next week. They’ll need to be reminded about feeding the pet or clearing the table. Kids inevitably 
won’t get things right, but that doesn’t mean we should stop giving them responsibilities.  
 
7. “What can you learn for next time?” Goal: Self-sufficiency Learning from mistakes is part of the 
independence-building process for children. Often adult impatience or unwillingness to put up with 
errors prevents us from giving kids the chance to do things for themselves or take real responsibilities. 
If independence is to be a major part of your family’s culture then it’s imperative that we help kids learn 
from their mistakes whether social, behavioural or just messing up while helping out at home. 
 
8. “How do you feel about this?” Goal: Emotional intelligence An often over-looked aspect of 
independence is the ability to self-manage your emotional state. Emotional self-management starts 
with the recognition of how you feel about a particular event or action and then labelling that feeling. If 
possible prompt to identify their emotions before they act on them. You can also revisit events and ask 
children about the feelings that may have led to a certain behaviour such as hurting or yelling at a 
sibling.  
 
9. “When you muck up, you make up.” Goal: Accountability Kids of all ages will make mistakes. In fact, 
mucking up is part of the learning process. But kids will just repeat their mistakes unless they 
experience the consequences of their decisions. The use of behavioural consequences is a way of 
teaching children to take greater responsibility for their lives and to learn to make smarter choices.  
 
10. “How will you fix this?” Goal: Restoring relationships Independent kids are usually sociallysmart 
kids who don’t operate in a bubble. They know that their behaviour impacts on others they are mindful 
of the thoughts, feelings and behaviours of others. They also make amends or restore relationships 
when their behaviour impacts negatively on others. Relationship restoration is a lifelong skill and 
involves the following: swallowing your pride, making up, giving something back, not holding a grudge 
and moving on.  
 
11. “You need to do what’s right, not what’s easy.” Goal: Integrity A sense of integrity is important for a 
child’s independence because it’s the basis of reasoned and socially focused self-control and self-
management. The job of parents is to move their children from ‘Me’ to ‘We’. Integrity is the great 
socialising agent for a child. They may get by without courage, endurance and grit but they won’t get 
far socially without integrity.  
 
12. “Let’s find a way to make this happen.” Goal: Positive risk-taking One of the ways to develop 
independence is to work with them to build their skills and abilities to safely navigate an ever-
broadening environment outside of the relative safe confines of their home. Ideas include adults and 
kids doing things together such as catching public transport until they are ready to go it alone or with 
friends; and giving kids smaller freedoms that lead to bigger liberties such as allowing a young child to 
walk part of the way to school on their own and then extending the distance as they get more 
experience and feel more confident. 
 
Independence-building is vitally important for parents. It’s the pathway to children’s competency, 
confidence and creativity, and the short cut to resilience and real learning. We’ve gradually retreated 
from this approach over recent generations much to our children’s detriment. It’s time to help kids 
reclaim their independence. 
Getting our language right is a good place to start as family change always begins with shared 
language. 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Tue 2/5    Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Fri 5/5    Yr Prep/1 Going on a Bear Hunt Excursion permission form & payment due 
We 10/5   Mothers and Special Ladies Afternoon Tea 
Thur 11/5   Mother’s Day Stall 
Sat 13/5   School Aerobics Competition 
Sun 14/5   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Mon 15/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 1 
Tue 16/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 2 
     School Council Meeting 6pm 
Wed 17/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 3 
     P & F Meeting 6:30pm 
Thur 18/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 4 
Fri 19/5    Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 5 
     District Cross Country 
     Camp Mt. Evelyn second payment due 
Mon22/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 6 
Tue 23/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 7 
     Year 3-6 ICAS Digital Technologies 
Wed 24/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 8 
Thur 25/5   P & F meeting 6:30pm 
Fri 26/5    Winter Lightning Premiership 
Mon 29/5   Metro Rail Safety Incursion Yr Prep/1 and 2 
Tue 30/5   Student School Photos 
     Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Wed 31/5   Metro Rail Safety Incursion Yr Prep/1 and 2 
Thurs 1/6   Metro Rail Safey Incursion Yr 3/4 
Fri 9/6    Yr Prep/1 Going on a Bear Hunt Excursion 
     Camp Mt. Evelyn final payment due  
Sun 11/6   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Mon 12/6   Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
Tue 13/6   School Council Meeting 6pm 
Wed 14/6   Year 3-6 ICAS Spelling 
Tue 27/6   Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm  
Fri 30/6    Last day of term 2-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Sun 9/7    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
 
Term 3 
Mon 17/7   Term 3 begins 9am 
     Yr 4 YMCA Mt Evelyn Camp depart 
Wed 19/7   Yr 4 YMCA Mt Evelyn Camp return 
Mon 24/7   Curriculum Day—No students required at school 
Tue 25/7   Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
     School Council Meeting 6pm 
Tue 1/8    Year 3-6 ICAS English 
Sun 13/8   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Mon 14/8   Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 1 
Tue 15/8   Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 2 
     School Council Meeting 6pm 
Wed 16/8   Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 3 
Thur 17/8   Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 4 
Fri 18/8    Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 5 
Mon 21/8   Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 6 
Tue 22/8   Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 7 
Wed 23/8   Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 8 
Tue 29/8   Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Sun 10/9   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Tue 12/9   School Council Meeting 6pm 
Fri 15/9    Curriculum Day—No students required at school 
Tue 19/9   Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Fri 22/9    Last day of term 3-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 

Breakfast Club 
 

A reminder that Breakfast club is running in the BER canteen on: 
 
Tuesdays  8am-8:55am 
Thursdays 8am-8:55am    

"Last Thursday, our School Captains and Vice Captains represented 
our school at the annual City of Kingston Junior Mayor Elections. 

Together they produced and presented a speech that explained the 
benefits of having youth volunteering in the community. Whilst they 
were not elected, they did Bonbeach Primary School proud through 
the delivery of their outstanding speech, and they had a lot of fun 

doing it. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 Camp Mt. Evelyn 
Monday 17th July-Wednesday 19th July 

Thank you to all the families who have completed and returned their expression of interest form and 
$100 deposit for Camp Mt. Evelyn. Should you not have already paid, please do so with immediate 
effect to ensure your child doesn’t miss out on camp.  
 

Year Prep-1 Going on a Bear Hunt Excursion 
Friday 9th June 

Please remember to have your permission form and payment of $12.80 to the office no later than 
Friday 5th May. 
 

Sending money to school 
When sending money to school please ensure that all money is in a sealed envelope with student 
name, grade, activity description, permission slip (when requested) and correct money enclosed to 
the office by the due date.  
 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND PERMISSION SLIPS OR ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.  
If you send the permission slip without payment the slip will be returned home via the 
student. 

Application for 
Enrolment to Year 
7 2018 forms must 
be returned to the 
school office by 
Friday 12th 
May 2017. 



 

 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of 
the Week awards at next week’s assembly. 
 

 JDB   Xavier R  
 JTB    Amelia R-B  
 JDJ    Noah H 
    JMW   Timothy L   
 JST   Sasha W   

 JKK   Talitha F   
 JMM   Mia S   
 

 MC   Dylan B     
 MM   Oscar C  
 MMT   Lola C  
 MS   Isobel R-C  
   

 Senior School:  Jesse D-H, Reema A and Claudia S 
  

 Sport:  MS 
     

 

STUDENT SCHOOL BANKING 
 
 

 

Please  bring your student bank books to the school office on 
THURSDAY mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the payment slip when depositing money 
into your account. 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 
 



 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month from 8:50am-9:15am.  
 

Prepaid completed orders forms 
can be left at the office to be 
filled. Orders will then be 
available for collection from the 
office. 

 
Thank-you  
Sally, Mandy, 
Bonnie & Katarina 
 


