
 

 

   26th May 2017 

Principal’s Desk 
 
 
Hall Renovations 
 
Thank you to everyone who has taken the disruption to the car parking in their stride and have 
continued to take care when dropping off or picking up their children. The hall work is progressing 
well. As with any renovation, the builders are finding some anomalies as they go which are causing 
a few hiccups and (surprise, surprise!!) extra costs. No matter. It is still all on track and the end result 
will be well and truly worth the minor inconveniences we are going through at the moment. 
 
Open Night 
 
What a fantastic night last Wednesday’s open night was! Thank you to all the families that came and 
participated in all the activities and completed the Family Activity Sheet. The large entry box on the 
office shelf was nearly full! I look forward to drawing out the winning entry at assembly on Monday. A 
big thank you to all the staff who organised the activities and especially, Mrs. Batson and Ms. 
Tisseverasinghe who coordinated the night. 
 
Lunchtime Activities 
 
With the colder, wetter weather approaching we are offering indoor lunchtime activities during the 
week. Next week we will be offering Lego on Tuesdays, Choir on Wednesdays and Board Games on 
Thursdays. We will be adding Chess and Robotics over the coming weeks.  
 
Swimming Classes 
 
Our first round of swimming sessions have just finished and the only people that didn’t perform up to 
standard was the bus company. We sent the timetable to the company last year when we booked 
the pool and had to contact them a further 3 times during the program before they got everything 
right! Everyone else did extremely well. Thank you and well done parents on your efforts. There 
seemed to be no child without the correct gear at any time. A big thank you to the parents who 
helped with the changing after the lessons. It was greatly appreciated by the teachers. The teachers 
showed great flexibility changing programs and break times to ensure the normal classes and the 
swimming program ran smoothly. The students were so well behaved on the buses and at the pool; 
a real credit to you all! 
 
Parenting the in-between years 
 
The in-between ‘tween’ years can be challenging for parents. Here’s 5 ways for parents to negotiate 
these years. 
Toddlers and teenagers have traditionally been the stages that are most problematic for parents. 
Toddlers have a bad reputation as their body outgrows their brain, which is testing for a parent’s 
patience and their ability to manage behaviour. The teen period with its massive physical and 
emotional changes requires parents to make significant changes to their parenting and 
communication methods. Personally, this was a stage that tested my communication skills to the 
limit. It seemed that every conversation with one of my teenage children was like going for a job 
interview. I had to concentrate on every word I said to make sure there was no misinterpretation or 
argument. 



 

 

There’s a third stage that causes stress and anxiety for parents - the tween stage. This is the age 
from 8 - 12-year olds that bridges childhood and adolescence and it often goes under the radar 
when we talk about stressful developmental stages. 
Tween issues are complex 
The issues that parents face when raising toddlers such as sleep, obstinence, eating and 
separation worries seem simple compared to the complexities that parents face with tweens 
including social media, bullying, friendships and puberty.  
This is an age when kids are maturing at different speeds, which can impact dramatically on how 
they see themselves. It seems also that the relationship between girls and their mothers can be 
strained during this stage, although dads and daughters aren’t immune from testy times either. 
Boys also have difficulty negotiating this age but they have an innate naivety, which saves them 
from much of the angst that many girls face. 
This is a stage when children need their parents but the shift to puberty and the accompanying 
social pressures means you may have to shift your parenting gears well before you are ready. 
 
Here are five ideas to help you stay connected to your tween: 

1)Spend real & close time together  
       Most kids are great when you get them one-on-one, but getting the chance to spend some 

time away from a digital device or screen with a young person today is seriously hard. But 
close personal time is how you can talk to your child and provide the support they need during 
these times of transition. Make the opportunity to spend some idle, chatting time with your 
tween. 
2)Allow them to have two faces  

      Many children in the in-between years wear two faces. They have a face for the outside world 
of their peers and one for home and their family. The outside face maybe a little older, and 
have more attitude than you’d like, so try to gently manipulate that face into something softer. 
Recognise that the tough or older exterior maybe his or her way of coping or gaining 
acceptance. On the other hand, you may fi nd your tween acts and plays like a young child 
while at home. Make room for this to happen.  
3)Create the path for greater independence 

      Many children at this age want more freedom and independence, but they frequently don’t 
know how to ask for it.   Recognise that healthy development at this stage involves expanding 
their horizons into different areas of endeavour (hobbies, interests, subjects at school) and 
around their neighbourhood. Set limits, and expect them to stick to them. Give them more 
responsibility, not less as they move into the tween years.  
4)Explain the changes that are going on 

      Puberty begins as young as eight for some girls, a little later for boys. It begins before we see 
any changes to body shape or form. Many children battle their physiology (and their feelings) 
at this stage, while we parents focus on their psychology (“What’s he trying out now?”) so 
calmly explain the changes that are going on while teaching them how to manage their 
emotions. 
5)Remember, it’s not personal 

      I haven’t met a parent who doesn’t take the cutting/sarcastic/hurtful remarks that a tween can 
make personally. That’s why parenting tweens can be hard emotional labour. It can also be a 
sad time as your child is moving from one stage to the next. In a sense, you give birth twice - 
to a child first and then again to a teen. The second gestation is longer and in some ways 
more painful. But life does get better and more bearable with time. Most parents are raising 
tweens when they have a lot going on in their own lives. Partners, work, friends and broader 
family are competing for your attention at the very time when your tween maybe challenging 
you. If you can simplify your life even just a little during this stage you may find that the some 
of the stresses of raising a tween start to disappear or at least seem less complex and hard to 
bear. 

 
 
Ken Jones 
 
Principal 
 



 

 

Bonbeach Open Night 



 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
 

Education Subcommittee 
 
A number of new policies have been approved by School Council, and have been placed on 
the school website: English, Mathematics, The Arts, Reporting, and Swimming Instruction 
and Water Safety. You can access these on the school website at http://
bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/199/Policies.  
 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, 30th May at 5:30pm in the 
staffroom. Feel free to come along. 
 

Helping Hand Bag 
 
We would like to thank ‘Helping Hand Bag’ a charity that donated 
$4,500 to Bonbeach Primary School earlier this year, bringing the 
total donations the school has received from this charity since 2015 
to $9,500 - many thanks to all the helpers and supporters. Check 
out their website: www.helpinghandbag.weebly.com for a unique 
gift. 
 

Student Survey (Attitudes to School Survey) for students in Grades 4, 5 & 6 
 
Over the coming weeks, Bonbeach Primary School is conducting a survey to find out what 
your child thinks of school. The Attitudes to School survey is an annual student survey 
offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools in gaining an 
understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Survey results can be used 
to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience. The survey is 
only available for students in Years 4, 5 & 6. The students will complete the survey online 
during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool.  It is important to note 
that this is not in any way ‘testing’ your child. A parent survey will be offered to some 
parents early in Term 3. 
 
If you would like any more information regarding this, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
School Photos 
 
Don’t forget, school photos are being taken on Tuesday, 30th May. If all goes to plan, all 
class photos will occur before recess. Sibling and other photos will happen after recess. If 
you have not received an envelope regarding school photos, please contact the office 
immediately. 
 

Regards, 

 

Patrick Walsh 

http://bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/199/Policies
http://bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/199/Policies
http://www.helpinghandbag.weebly.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 Camp Mt. Evelyn 
Monday 17th July-Wednesday 19th July 

Thank you to all the families who have paid the 2nd instalment of $100 for Camp Mt. Evelyn. Should 
you not have yet paid, please do so with immediate effect to ensure your child doesn’t miss out. A 
reminder that the 3nd instalment of $80 is due no later than Friday 9th June.  
 

Year 3-4 Royal Botanic Gardens Excursion 
Friday 16th June 

A reminder that payment and a completed permission slip is due today, Friday 26th May. Should 
you not have returned your money and permission slip, please do so immediately to secure your 
child’s place. 

Sending money to school 
When sending money to school please ensure that all money is in a sealed envelope with student 
name, grade, activity description, permission slip (when requested) and correct money enclosed to 
the office by the due date.  
 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND PERMISSION SLIPS OR ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.  
If you send the permission slip without payment the slip will be returned home via the 
student. 

 
Bonbeach Choir is 

performing on Monday 
29th May at Assembly! 

They would love to 
have any family 

members who are free 
to come and watch. 

Dear Grade 2, 3 & 4 musicians, 
 
I have recently learned that The Guitar 
Village in Frankston (12 Park Lane) next 
to the cinemas have a new order of 
Recorders arriving this Friday. While they 
sell them for the very nice price of $10, if 
you mention that you are 'a student at 
Bonbeach Primary School' you will 
receive a discount! Perhaps if you do not 
have an instrument yet, this may be a 
good opportunity to pick one up. 
A set of Recorders is maintained at 
school for students to use. These are 
soaked, rinsed and sterilised in a strong 
solution of Miltons. During the cold 
season, some of us do get run down and 
may develop sores around our mouths. I 
would ask that for your child's immunity 
assurances, please consider purchasing 
a recorder. 
 
Thank you and happy tooting, 
Miss Thomas 



 

 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of 
the Week awards at next week’s assembly. 
 

 JDB   Mae F 
 JTB    Milana B 
 JDJ    Poppy K-S 
    JMW   Grace V 
 JST   Asha S 

 JKK   Liam H 
 JMM   Ruby J 
 

 MC   Tyler L 
 MM   Lachlan C 
 MMT   William P 
 MS   Zac L 
   

 Senior School:  Ande L, Jamie L and Grace R 
   
 Indonesian:  MC 
 Music:   SA 
 Sport:   MMT 
     

Four year old pre-school applications for 2018 open now.  
  
Families wishing to submit an application for 4-year-old pre-school for 2018 need to apply 
through the City of Kingston Council website between 1 May and 30 June 2017 to be 
considered in the first round allocation of places.  
  
Visit the council’s website www.kingston.vic.gov.au/Services/Family-Children/Early-Years-
Education-and-Care-Options/Four-Year-Old-Kindergarten-Central-Enrolment for more 
information and to apply.  
  
Information about how the City of Kingston allocates 4-year-old places is on the application 
form and on the council’s website. Please note that if the child to be enrolled has an older 
sibling already attending Bonbeach Primary School (co-located with Bonbeach Pre-School) 
this should be noted on your application form to ensure the council allocates places 
accordingly.  
  
Bonbeach Pre-School provides families with a unique experience of a kindergarten and 
school integrated in one location. Our pre-school program introduces each child to an 
enjoyable and challenging environment where they can develop a love of learning. Tours and 
further information about Bonbeach Pre-School are available by contacting the kinder on 
9776 3077 or at bonbeach.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au  

http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/Services/Family-Children/Early-Years-Education-and-Care-Options/Four-Year-Old-Kindergarten-Central-Enrolment
http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/Services/Family-Children/Early-Years-Education-and-Care-Options/Four-Year-Old-Kindergarten-Central-Enrolment
mailto:bonbeach.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mon 29/5    Metro Rail Safety Incursion Yr Prep/1 and 2 
Tue 30/5    Student School Photos  
     Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Wed 31/5    Metro Rail Safety Incursion Yr Prep/1 and 2 
Thurs 1/6    Metro Rail Safety Incursion Yr 3/4 
Fri 9/6    Yr Prep/1 Going on a Bear Hunt Excursion 
     Camp Mt. Evelyn final payment due  
Sun 11/6    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Mon 12/6    Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
Tue 13/6    School Council Meeting 6pm 
Wed 14/6    P&F meeting 9am 
     Year 3-6 ICAS Spelling 
     Preschool Meeting 7pm 
Sat 24/6    Preschool Trivia Night 7:30pm 
Tue 27/6    Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm  
Fri 30/6    Last day of term 2-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Sun 9/7    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
 

Term 3 
Mon 17/7    Term 3 begins 9am 
     Yr 4 YMCA Mt Evelyn Camp depart 
Wed 19/7    Yr 4 YMCA Mt Evelyn Camp return 
     P&F meeting 6:30pm 
     Super Starters Information Night 6:30pm-7:30pm 
     Preschool Meeting 7pm 
Mon 24/7    Curriculum Day—No students required at school 
Tue 25/7    Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
     School Council Meeting 6pm 
Fri 28/7    Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 1 
Tue 1/8    Year 3-6 ICAS English 
Wed 9/8    Preschool Meeting 7pm 
Fri 11/8    Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 2 
Sun 13/8    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Mon 14/8    Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 1 
Tue 15/8    Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 2 
     School Council Meeting 6pm 
Wed 16/8    Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 3 
Thur 17/8    Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 4 
Fri 18/8    Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 5 
Mon 21/8    Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 6 
Tue 22/8    Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 7 
Wed 23/8    Yr 3/4 Swimming Program-Session 8 
Fri 25/8    Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 3 
Tue 29/8    Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Fri 8/9    Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 4 
Sat 9/9    Preschool-Bunnings Keysborough BBQ Fundraiser 
Sun 10/9    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Tue 12/9    School Council Meeting 6pm 
Wed 13/9    Preschool Meeting 7pm 
Fri 15/9    Curriculum Day—No students required at school 
Tue 19/9    Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Fri 22/9    Last day of term 3-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Sun 8/10    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
 

Term 4 
Mon 9/10    Term 4 begins 9am 
Wed 11/10   Preschool Meeting 7pm 
Fri 13/10    Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 5 
Sat 14/10    Preschool Working bee 9am-12pm 
Tue 17/10   School Council Meeting 6pm 
Fri 27/10    Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 6 
Tue 31/10   Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Mon 6/11    Curriculum Day—No students required at school 
Tue 7/11    Melbourne Cup Holiday 
Fri 10/11    Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 7 
Sun 12/11   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Tue 14/11   School Council Meeting 6pm 
     Preschool 2018 Parent Information Night 
Thur 23/11   2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 1 9am-10am 
Tue 28/11   2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 2 9am-10am 
     Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Wed 6/12    2018 Prep Parent Information Night 6:30pm-7:30pm 
Thur 7/12    2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 3 9am-10am 
Sun 10/12   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Tue 12/12   2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 4 9am-12pm 
     School Council Meeting 6pm 
Fri 22/12    Last day of term 4-students dismissed at 1:30pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

                                     Cross Country 2017 
 
Last Friday our 2017 Cross Country team travelled to Cornish College to compete in 
the district finals. We had 32 runners who all did a fantastic job representing 
Bonbeach Primary School, no one was seen walking in their events and everyone ran 
over the finish line. We did however have 6 students make it through to the divisional 
final, which will be held at Cornish College again, in two weeks time on Wednesday 
the 7th June. Big congratulations to the following students who finished in the top 10 
of their age group and will be competing: 
Grace Ash 
Toby Notman 
Ollie Gleeson 
Josh Granger 
Ruth Littler 
Declan Thorn    
 
Good luck to all and once again go BONBEACH!!!! 
 
-Mr Mac.  



 

 



 

 



 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month from 8:50am-9:15am.  
 

Prepaid completed orders forms 
can be left at the office to be 
filled. Orders will then be 
available for collection from the 
office. 

 
Thank-you  
Sally, Mandy, 
Bonnie & Katarina 
 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student 
bank books to the school 
office on THURSDAY 
mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when depositing 
money into your account. 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 
 


