
 

 

   23rd February 2018 

Persistence   Confidence   Getting Along   Organisation   Resilience 

Principal’s Desk 
 
 
Meeting Monday 26/2 
 
In response to the interest shown by many parents there will be a special public meeting about the 
building works progress in the hall at 3:15pm on Monday 26

th
 February. All are invited. If you have 

any questions, I will endeavour to answer them there.  
 
Breakfast Club 
 
We are very fortunate to have 3 lovely volunteers who are coming to the school to run Breakfast 
Club every Tuesday and Thursday morning from 8am in the hall foyer. All students are welcome to 
attend and socialise with other students whilst having breakfast prepared for them. A staff member 
will be in attendance to walk the students back to school at 8:45am. This is a fantastic opportunity 
for students to catch up with others that they may not normally socialise with or to simply spend 
more time with their friends. At this particular point the program is not well attended and if this 
continues, we may have to consider pulling the pin on it.  
 
Swimming Team and Practice 
 
It is fantastic that we have got 28 students representing Bonbeach PS at the District Swimming 
Sports on 2

nd
 March at the Pines Forest Aquatic Centre. They have been training hard for their 

events under the expert coaching of Julie Granger who has very kindly volunteered her time to do 
this.  
 
Holiday Program 
 
TheirCare, the company that runs our Before and After School Care Program, is going to provide a 
Holiday Program here at Bonbeach during the term break. This will be very different to previous 
holiday programs that have been run here as it will be more affordable and there will only be one 
excursion and one incursion the whole time.  
 

Working closely with your child’s teacher this year 
 

by Michael Grose 
In my work as a presenter and educator I’ve visited hundreds of schools, spoken with hundreds of 
school leaders and worked with many educational innovators and researchers at the forefront of 
modern education. These people and experiences have given me valuable insights into what makes 
great schools tick. 
 
Strong parent–teacher relationships are one of the hallmarks of all great schools. They’re a major 
contributor to student success. The research into schooling across the Western world reveals that 
positive parent–teacher partnerships are a more significant factor in student success than parent 
income levels or social status. 
 



 

 

However, parent–teacher relationships require effort and energy from both parties if they are going to 
really benefit children and young people. 
 
Here are five elements to guide you as a parent in forming strong bonds with your child’s 
teachers this year: 
 
1. Knowing (building affinity) 
Know – the first element – requires you to be both proactive and patient. Proactive because you 
need to be willing to meet and work at maintaining relationships. Patient because it may take some 
time to build a working relationship. For your partnership to be meaningful and successful you need 
to meet with your children’s teacher(s) with the goal of forming a respectful professional relationship. 
Share your aspirations for your child and be willing to build the teacher’s knowledge about your 
family. 
 
Get to know your child’s teachers’ aspirations and gain an understanding of their approach and the 
focus they have for this particular year group. 
 
Also commit to continuing to know what’s going on in the life of your child’s classrooms as well as the 
life of the school on an ongoing basis. 
 
2. Supporting (building trust) 
Children need to know that you are fully behind what their teachers are trying to achieve if they are 
going to commit fully to learning. The best way to support your child’s teacher is to trust their 
knowledge, professionalism and experience. Avoid the temptation to question the expertise of 
teachers in front of students, particularly when the teachers use methods that you are unfamiliar with. 
Initiate conversations with teachers around methodology to give them the chance to explain the 
approach they are taking. 
 
3. Participating (building links to student learning) 
Participation – the third element – takes into account the level of parent engagement in student 
learning. There’s a huge body of research that points to the correlation between parent engagement 
in student learning and their educational success. If you want your child to improve his learning, take 
an interest in what he is doing. Follow school and teacher guidelines about helping at home and 
attend as many conferences, meetings and events involving your child as possible. This simple 
strategy has a significant, long-term impact. 
 
4. Communicating (building relationships) 
Life’s not always smooth sailing for kids of any age. Family circumstances change. Friends move 
away. Illness happens. Mental health challenges can hit anyone at any time. These changes affect 
learning. Keep teachers up to date with significant changes or difficulties that your child or young 
person experiences so they can accommodate your child’s emotional and learning needs at school. 
 
5. Advocating (building loyalty) 
Advocacy – the last element – means that you talk teachers and your school up rather than tear them 
down among children and the wider community. Teachers hold very public positions and generally 
work hard to build good reputations both within their school and their wider education community. 
Consider a teacher’s reputation among the community and also with children when you discuss 
educational matters with others. 
 
Building parent–teacher relationships doesn’t just happen. They take good will from both sides, a 
commitment to setting aside the time necessary to support the home-based learning tasks that are 
expected, and a willingness to communicate both concerns and commendations through the correct 
channels. 
 
Parent–teacher relationships – long may they prosper! 
 



 

 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
 

From the Classrooms 
I thoroughly enjoyed spending some time in the Art room on Wednesday with Mrs 
Batson and a Grade 5/6 class. The lesson started with a discussion of Chinese New 
Year and colours and techniques used when creating the fabulous dragon images. 
As it is the Year of the Dog, the students engaged in ‘directed drawing’ of a dog. 
Mrs Batson demonstrated what to do, the students observed and then put into 
practice the technique. 5 minutes later, the process repeated. In coming lessons, the 
students will colour their pieces with oil pastels or water colour.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parent Helpers 
It has been great seeing a number of parent helpers in the junior grades changing readers and listening to our 
students read. Just remember that all of our volunteers at school must have a current Working With Children 
Check. Please check the link to see what to do.https://goo.gl/mdxQMR  
 
 
Staff Professional Development 
With Information Evenings and Parent Teacher Interviews completed, the staff are now embarking on weekly 
professional development. For the remainder of Term 1, we have 2 facilitators who are presenting on Trauma 
Informed Practices.  
 
To go with this, a number of staff will be having training in the program ‘School Wide Positive Behaviour 
Support’ or SWPBS. You can find more information about this at https://goo.gl/rNAdt1 (Department of 
Education site). SWPBS and You Can Do It are complementary and do not replace each other. In fact, a social 
skills program is vital to the success of SWPBS. Successful implementation of SWPBS has demonstrated: 

 reduced problem behaviour; 
 increased academic performance; 
 improved perception of safety; 
 reduced bullying behaviours; 
 increased time for instructional leadership; 
 reduced staff turnover; 
 improved social-emotional competence; and  
 increased positive school climate and culture. 

One of the reasons we like this is that the Department of Education is providing, after the initial training, 
fortnightly visits from a mentor/coach to work with the Welfare Team to support us in the successful 
implementation of the program. 
 

Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show 
Congratulations to Amy and Jade for being asked to conduct a workshop for teachers 
at the 2018 Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show on the 23rd March 
(Bonbeach PS Curriculum Day). Bonbeach Primary School won the Kevin Heinze 
Perpetual Award at the Victorian School Garden Awards and Jade and Amy will share 
their experiences, and the history of our garden.  
You can find more details here https://goo.gl/ah87Lc.  

Regards, 

Patrick Walsh 

http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/flow_chart_for_working_with_children_check.pdf
https://goo.gl/rNAdt1
https://goo.gl/ah87Lc


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Wed 28/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Tue 6/3   Uniform Shop open 8:50am-9:15am 
Wed 7/3   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
     School Council AGM—6pm 
Fri 9/3    Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sun 11/3   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Mon 12/3   Labour Day Holiday 
Sat 17/3   Pres-school working bee 9am-noon 
Tue 20/3   Uniform Shop open 8:50am-9:15am 
Fri 23/3   Curriculum Day-No students required at school 
Thur 29/3   Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Sun 8/4   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
 
 
TERM 2 
Mon 16/4   Term 2 begins at 9am 
Fri 20/4   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Fri 11/5   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sun 13/5   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Mon 14/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 1 
Tue 15/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 2     
Wed 16/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 3      
Thur 17/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 4 
Fri 18/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 5 
Mon21/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 6 
Tue 22/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 7 
Wed 23/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 8 
Fri 8/6    Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 

COMMUNICATION IS VERY IMPORTANT—PLEASE READ 
 
Newsletters and Notices 
Newsletters (Jumbunna) are an important communication link between the school and home. 
Jumbunna is an Indigenous word meaning ‘place to meet and talk.’ 
To access the newsletter please subscribe through the school website – 
www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au  Please also refer to the calendar on the website. 
 
Those parents who do not have access to the internet will be able to collect a copy from the office. 
  
The class teacher will distribute notices regarding excursions and special events to each child or per 
family with the youngest child. These will also be available from the website. Many Newsletters and 
Notices contain ‘cut off and return slips' and it would greatly assist the school if parents could attend 
to these and return them promptly and if payment is required please enclose correct money. It is 
extremely important to have permission slips and payment to the office on time as we will 
not accept any late replies. 
If you send the permission slip without payment the slip will be returned home via the 
student. 
 
Flexibuzz 
We use an app to send instant messages, notices and reminders.  TheFlexibuzz app will help our 
school keep parents fully informed and up-to-date with news and events.  It’s easy to use and also 
has the benefit of helping reduce our paper consumption by printing less. Search for Flexibuzz at 
the App Store, find and tick our school and register. Please tick the box that represents your child/
ren year, Junior box (for Prep,1 & 2), Middle box for (year 3  & 4) and a Senior box for (year 5 & 6). 
Please refer to instructions below.  



 

 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of 
the Week awards at next week’s assembly. 

  
 
 
  
 
 

 JDB   Hudson G 
 JKM   Oliver S 
 JST   Isla R-C 
 
 JBK   Ted C 
 JBS   Reece I 
 JDJ    Myles B 
    JMW   Leo G 
  
 
 MKM   Anita P 

 MLH   Phoebe P 
 MMM   Millie S 
   

 Senior School:  Anne E, Charles A-W, Lachlan C 
 
 Art:   SC 
 Sport:  JDJ 
 Music:  JMW 
   

Musical Mayhem and Madness 
 
We are turkey crazy and zag zigging this week. 
Our primary focus has been continuing to develop rhythm and beat, using a 
fantastic game of 'Tea and Coffee', students are really getting a grasp on making, 
keeping and repeating rhythms in time and unison. Once the ICT permission 
forms are all back, we can hopefully put some Seesaw videos up for you to see! 
  
Students have started Ukulele lessons, how to hold the ukulele, strum and play A 
minor and in some classes F Major! Once the ICT forms are back, you will see 
how clever you musicians are. Performance goals are being set for end of term 
(in assembly!) 
  
Each year level (1/2, 3/4 and 5/6) has been given a song to learn. By using our 
listening ears, recognising patterns (chorus and verse, words repeated in patterns 
and stories within the song) we hope to memorise the lyrics without looking them 
up! A particularly difficult challenge for the 5/6 students with a tongue twister of 
momentous proportions. After 10 'listens' words should be stuck in our heads 
ready to sing to everyone. 
  
Here's to many musical moments this week 



 

 

UPDATE STUDENT INFORMATION 
 

  

A gentle reminder to ensure that should 
you not have returned the Student 
Information Details form, please do so as 
a matter of urgency. Please ensure that 
you make any changes to EACH 
STUDENT’S PROFILE. It is very 
important that we have up to date 
information about you and your child/ren.  
 

PLEASE RETURN FORMS EVEN IF 
NO CHANGES ARE MADE. 
 
 

If your child has a Medical Management 
Plan eg: Asthma, Allergies etc please 
provide a copy to the office if you have 
not already done so. 
 
Should you not have received an email, 
please contact the office. 



 

 



 

 

Carrum Sustainable Festival 
Sunday, 25th Feb, 2018 

10am - 5pm 
Gold Coin Donation 

 
Community and environmental Stalls will be held in the Carrum Surf Life Saving 

Club (Main Entrance Old Post Office Road). 
 

Environmental talks will be aired on local Carrum Radio. 
 

Sports activities will be running, weather permitting. 
 

All children's activities will be held upstairs at BeachLane and downstairs in the 
Cafe. 

 
Please check our Facebook Carrum Sustainable Festival Event and Instagram 

Carrum Festival for regular updates. 



 

 

2018 CSEF Applications are available from the Office or 
www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au.  Please complete the application 
and present with Health Care Card which must be valid for 
the 29

th
 January 2018. Applications must be at the office by 

Friday 23
rd

  February 2018. 



 

 

Coles Sports for Schools 7th February - 11 May 2018 
 

Bonbeach Primary School is participating in the ‘Coles Sports for Schools’ scheme 
this year.  

 
You can help us obtain new sports equipment by collecting Sports for Schools 

vouchers from your local Coles Supermarket.  For every $10 spent, you will receive 
one voucher.  A collection box has been placed at the school office.  



 

 

Please 
remember to 
wear your 
wide brimmed 
hat every day 
until the end 
of April.  

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
each month from 8:50am-
9:15am.  
 

All purchases must be paid for 
prior to collecting from the 
uniform shop.  

 
Thank-you  
Katarina 
and Mandy 

 
 
  
 
 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student bank 
books to the school office on 
THURSDAY mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when depositing 
money into your account. 
 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 
 



 

 

CHELSEA BASKETBALL STADIUM 
NEW WINTER SEASON SPECIAL FOR 

GIRLS 
 

Any new girls team entering from 
Primary School level and wanting to 
enter a team on their own without 
being aligned to a club will receive 
20% discount on their registration. 
Chelsea wants to promote and 
encourage girls in sport and for 
more information please email 
manager@chelseabasketball.com.au 
Season starts Mid April. 

mailto:manager@chelseabasketball.com.au

