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I would like to wish everyone a very merry Christmas and a fabulous New Year. Thank you all for 
making this year such a great one at Bonbeach PS. All the volunteers who have contributed so 
much to the programs and events here, the parents, grandparents and special friends who have 
supported all our special mornings, afternoons and concerts, our hardworking and dedicated staff, 
and, of course, our wonderful students, all of whom make this such a great place to be.  
I look forward to seeing you all back after the holidays, happy and refreshed, ready for a brand 
new year. 
 
 
Congratulations 
 

     
 
School Building 
 
Another good story! We had a meeting with regional staff, the Victorian Schools Building Authority, 
our School Council President and Sonya Kilkenny at school yesterday to discuss works at the 
school. It was a very fruitful meeting and we now have a scope of maintenance works that will be 
occurring here early next year. The works should be completed by the first week in March so there 
will be some disruption to the parking but, because of the way we have prepared for the works, 
there will be minimal disruption to any of our classes or programs. 
The following is the report from the VSBA. 

Always good to finish the year on a high note! 
Congratulations to Sienna Langford for winning the 

Sonya Kilkenny Essay Award for Bonbeach Primary 

School. Sienna was one of four students from the 

whole Carrum electorate to win this award. This was 

presented to Sienna at a special morning tea at 

Sonya’s office.  



 

 



 

 

I thought the article below would be very pertinent at this time of year for a lot of our families. I know 
that I have some difficulty with my 2 kids getting them away from the Playstation or computer at times 
and often feel that the games are a complete waste of time. It is interesting to see the positive aspects 
of the games and suggestions on how to keep it under control. I hope it is of some use to  
You. 

 
Video Games: the good, the bad and getting the balance right 

 
Video games tend to get a bad rap from parents and the media. There’s the fear of your child 
being locked away in their room for hours on end, inhabiting a virtual world that removes them 
from family, friends, school work and anything resembling reality. Then there is the fear of what 
someone might do following a session of first-person shooting, blowing up cars and taking out 
snipers with an AK47. Not to mention the seemingly wasted hours spent staring at a screen. 

 
Without doubt there is some substance to some of the fears around gaming obsessions and violent 
behaviours. However, like many elements of the modern world, the negative impacts are often 
affecting only a very small minority and often these are in the extreme. 
 
It is safe to say that many, many young people can play video games in a way that benefits their 
physical, social and emotional wellbeing. Like most things, when game playing is done with balance 
and perspective, it can actually be a most productive way for a young person to spend their time. 
 
The benefits of video games 

Cognitive and physical benefits. There are lots of great skills developed when playing video 
games. Analysing, thinking, problem solving, creating, team work and collaboration form the backbone 
of many games. Spatial awareness and hand–eye coordination skills, many of which can be 
transferred to the real world, are an added benefit. Many workplaces and training institutes use games 
to simulate real-world situations and the medical field is increasingly using forms of gaming to help with 
physical and neurological disorders. 
 
Social and emotional benefits. Many kids who struggle to fit in at school, or don ’t make the 
sports teams, often feel a real sense of belonging, connection and achievement when playing video 
games. For those who find it difficult to shine in mainstream environments, gaming can be a great way 
for them to boost their self-esteem and sense of identity in a space that offers comfort, connection and 
control. 
 
Thinking outside the box. Many games encourage players to think outside the box, take risks 
and critically analyse a situation. There is a lot of trial-and-error required in many games and this helps 
to develop players’ persistence in problem solving tasks as they strive to get to the next level, the next 
world or create the next big city. 
 
Stress release. There is certainly an element of stress release that many games provide for 
young people. After a long day at school it can be a welcome relief to immerse yourself in a game that 
allows you to switch off a little. 
 
Keeping it under control 

Of course these benefits won’t eliminate the concerns many parents have about game playing, 
especially of online games. So what are some things we can do as parents to help keep it under 
control? 
 
Look at your individual child. Are they coming to the dinner table without a fight? Are they 
coming to the table without bringing their device? If they are struggling too much in any of these areas 
over a long period of time, it might be time to make some changes. 
 
Come up with time limits together. Discuss together what you think is fair based on the need to 
ensure they are striking the right balance and have enough energy for their other pursuits. While your 
child is young, give them a warning ahead of when you want them stop so they have time to finish 
whatever they are creating or whatever level they are at in their game. This helps them to get better at 
regulating their time. 



 

 

Play a game with your child. It is much easier to make rules and boundaries around 
something that you understand and that they know you understand. Play a game with your child to 
get a feel for what they enjoy about it, be witness to some of the skills they may be developing and 
enjoy some important bonding time with your child. 
 
Remove headphones, particularly when younger children are playing online games with 
friends or where others are involved. That way you can have your ears pricked to any bullying, 
aggressive play or unwanted language. 
 
So next time you are lamenting the time your child spends playing video games, remember that as 
long as you are able to come up with some rules and boundaries together, you will have a much 
better chance of keeping game playing healthy and beneficial. With the gaming industry growing 
rapidly and continually creating and providing for so many other industries, your child may well be 
working on the skills they’ll need in their future career. 
 
Ken Jones 
Principal  



 

 

Thank You 
Over the year many people contribute to our school community in many ways.  Some of these are more visible than 
others.  School Council and its subcommittees are always working behind the scenes to support the operation of our 
school and ensure effective governance.  Many are parent volunteers that give of their own time to contribute.  We 
would like to take this opportunity to thank the people that have contributed in 2017: 

 

 

 

We would also like to thank the parents that have supported our Parents’ and Friends’ this year: 

 

Karoline Thomas, Mandy Kennedy, Andreea Sfarlea, Andrea Garwood, Sally Galloway, Nikki Faid, Stephanie Wool-
ridge, Katrina Shead, Bonnie Griffiths, Katarina Matic, Jayne Cartwright and Belinda Bridger. 

 

Our apologies if anyone has been missed in the lists above. 

 

 

 

Ken Jones  Anita McKenzie 

Principal  School Council President 

School Council Johnathan Granger, Dave Griffiths, Richard Evans, Patrick Walsh, Ian 
Fox, Kerryn Ash, Paul Norton, Donna Loane, Ben Sandy, Martyn Waters, 
Nikki Faid, Narelle Legg 

Finance Subcommittee Dave Griffiths, Ian Fox 

Education Subcommit-
tee 

Patrick Walsh, Debra Jennings, Richard Evans, Johnathan Granger, 
Martyn Waters 

Buildings & grounds 
Subcommittee 

Dave Griffiths, Paul Norton 

Farmers’ Market Sub-
committee 

Patrick Walsh, Kerryn Ash, Paul Norton, Narelle Legg, Lisa Morley-Low, 
Amy Dowling, Rosa Westrup, Jade Holi, John Cartwright, Andreea Sfarlea 

Community Engage-
ment Subcommittee 

Johnathan Granger, Dave Griffiths, Donna Loane, Kelly Batson, Shara 
Tisseverasinghe, Michael Wilson 

Canteen Subcommit-
tee 

Kerryn Ash, Martyn Waters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations and Thankyou for  your  support. The Grade 
5/6’s were able to raise $250 for ‘Save  the Children!’. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
2018 
Mon 29/1   Staff return 
     2018 Booklist Payment and Collection Day 9am-1pm 
     Uniform Shop open 9:30am-11am 
Tue 30/1   Curriculum Day-No students required at school 
Wed 31/1   Year 1 to 6 students return 9am 
Thur 1/2   Prep students start 9am 
Wed 7/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 14/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 21/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 28/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 7/3   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Thur 29/3   Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 
 
 

 
 

Dear Families of potential drummers, rock stars or High School music, 
 
The percussion teacher at Bonbeach primary school has some limited vacancies 
for 2018. 
Michael is a professional percussionist who started his musical career at Patterson 
River College. 
A drum kit is not a prerequisite to start learning how to play (just in case that is the 
only roadblock!) 
Students are offered group lessons during school lunch break (currently 1:40-
2:40). 
For a showcase of what can be achieved, please come to our Christmas Carols 
night next Wednesday, 20th December to see students in action, performing as an 
ensemble. 
For any further enquiries, please contact Miss Thomas or send an email to the 
school with your name, students name and 
contact number expressing your interest. There is 
a possibility adults may also have access to 
classes with Michael... A Christmas present to 
yourself perhaps?! 
  
Merry Drumming 
Miss Thomas 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coles and Clean Up Australia are teaming up to give all primary and secondary 
school students across Australia the opportunity to design the new range of Coles 
reusable shopping bags and win fantastic prizes. 
 
The new range of sturdy, durable, multi-use shopping bags are better for the 
environment because they can be used over and over again. Then, at the end of their 
lives, these bags can be recycled through the REDcycle bins at Coles. These bags 
are also great for our community because all the proceeds from the sale of these 
bags go to Coles community and charity partners, including Clean Up Australia. 
 
If you would like to be involved, go to https://www.coles.com.au/corporate-
responsibility/our-people-community/bagdesign for more information.  All entries 
MUST be received by the 14

th
 of December. 

Booklist Payment and Collection Day 2018 
 
A reminder that booklist payment and collection day is on Monday 29th January 
2018 from 9am-1pm . 
 
The uniform shop will also be open between 9:30am-11am. All orders and 
purchases must be paid prior to collecting from the uniform shop. 

https://www.coles.com.au/corporate-responsibility/our-people-community/bagdesign
https://www.coles.com.au/corporate-responsibility/our-people-community/bagdesign


 

 


