
 

 

   22nd September 2017 

Persistence   Confidence   Getting Along   Organisation   Resilience 

Principal’s Desk 
 
 
End of Term 3 
 
Amazing to think that we are now 75% of the way through the school year! Normally teachers look 
forward to term 3 as it is seen to be a relatively quiet term. That was definitely not the case this term. 
The teachers counted up 25 additional events this term on top of their normal teaching. Many of 
them have involved the whole school community and the best part about them has been the 
attendance and support from everyone, parents, grandparents, special friends, etc., etc. It really has 
been fantastic seeing everyone getting together at school and sharing the experiences. 
I hope everyone has a fabulous holiday and I look forward to seeing everyone back on Monday 9

th
 

October, all ready for Term 4. 
 
Year 5/6 Water Safety Program 
 
Just a gentle reminder. If you haven’t already returned your child’s signed permission slip 
 
Hall update 
 
The builders are putting the final touches to the renovations to the hall. The operable wall will be 
going in next week, storage units will be in over the holidays and we are hoping to get the floors 
polished as well so that we can start using it from day 1 of Term 4. Anyone who has had building or 
renovation work done will know that, if there is a possibility for a delay, there will be one but I am 
hoping and optimistic that this will not be the case. 
 
Not Returning Next Year? 
I know this seems very early to be thinking about next year but the DET has already requested 
projected numbers for next year for the school. If your child is not is not returning to Bonbeach PS 
next year, could you please advise the office in writing so that we can start organising classes and 
rooms. 
 
Approaching Students 
Your children are your most precious assets (most of the time anyway!). It is entirely understandable 
that you want to protect them and get upset if someone has done the wrong thing by them. It is not 
acceptable at any time to approach a student at school to berate them, tell them off or give them a 
warning. This is verbal abuse and will not be tolerated here. If you have an issue with a student, 
please come and see Patrick or me and allow us to deal with it. It is also worth remembering that 
there are always 2 sides to a story. 
 

Failure! What a genius idea! by Michael Grose 
 

A leading Victorian independent school is actively encouraging its students to fail, which is an 
absoutely genius idea. 
 
As reported in The Age (28th August 2017), Ivanhoe Girls Grammar School is holding Failure Week 
to teach students that making mistakes is a crucial part of learning. 



 

 

Teachers are sharing their personal stories of failure and students from prep to Year 12 are learning 
challenging activities such as abstract painting, juggling, reciting poetry and dancing. At the end of 
the week they’ll be displaying their new skills in front of each other with the emphasis being on stuff 
ups rather than perfection. 
 
I suspect for many students making errors, stuffing up and struggling to get things right will feel 
uncomfortable. But that’s the whole point. 
 
Kids need to fail more if they are to succeed 
Traditionally, schools and, in recent years, parents have excelled at celebrating student success. 
“Top marks”, “Dux of the school” and “Perfect score!” are the types of aspirations that teachers and 
parents have for kids. 
But to many students academic success means “Don’t stuff it up!”, “No mistakes please!” and 
“You’ve got to get it right!” 
 
It’s been widely reported that Australian kids are anxious, perfectionistic and risk averse. They just 
don’t feel comfortable with failure. And who could blame them? We’ve hidden failure and 
disappointment from them for far too long. In recent years there’s been a common perception that 
failure damages people. Unfortunately, this is to the detriment of young people’s future success. 
 
Failure is an integral part of learning anything significant, challenging or worthwhile. Resilient 
learners realise that they don’t always get things right the first or even second time but with effort 
and practice they will master skills, find solutions and gain the knowledge they need to succeed. 
 
As reported in The Age, failure, if handled properly, provides kids with the feedback they need to 
help them achieve excellence. Yes, kids need positive feedback too … but only when it’s deserved. 
When we tell a child everything is wonderful when, in fact, his work is mediocre at best, we give him 
a false sense of achievement. 
 
Failure takes bravery 
I’ve long been a fan of encouragement. What I mean by that is parents and teachers focusing their 
comments on the processes (effort, contribution, improvement) of what kids do rather than the 
outcomes. Encouragement places the locus of control onto the child, which is essential for 
resilience. That doesn’t mean that we avoid giving a child feedback if their work or behaviour isn’t 
up to scratch. By all means, we should inform kids when they need to lift their game, but this 
feedback needs to be provided respectfully and with sensitivity if we want it to be taken on board. 
 
The real strength of encouragement is hidden in its French derivative, the verb coure: ‘to give heart’. 
Encouraging teachers and parents to somehow find a way to give their kids the courage to be 
imperfect. It takes a brave soul to make a mistake sometimes, particularly when others may be 
watching. 
 
Failure needs a supportive environment 
It’s all very well to encourage kids to have a go but they won’t stretch themselves unless mistakes 
are truly accepted by the people that matter to them. A child won’t speak up in class when he’s 
unsure of the answer if he knows his classmates will laugh at his errors. Similarly, if kids are to take 
more learning and social risks they need to know that mistakes and stuff ups won’t be thrown back 
in their faces at home by parents or siblings. 
 
Five simple ways to encourage kids to fail and celebrate errors 
 
1. Model failure: Next time you break a plate when emptying the dishwasher, avoid negative 
language (“What a klutz!”) or catatrophising (“This is the worst thing ever!). It’s a plate. Stuff 
happens. 
2. Tell stories of failure:We tend to be nostalgic of the past and tell kids of the good stuff 
when we talk about our childhoods. But kids love to hear the warts’n’all stories of the difficulties you 
faced and stuff-ups you made as a kid. It makes you more human and also gives them permission 
to do the same.  



 

 

3. Encourage them: Develop a vocabulary around effort, improvement, contribution and 
enjoyment. Be your child’s cheerleader but don’t avoid giving feedback when necessary. 
4. Tell and show kids how to improve: Feedback is always best when it has a teaching focus. 
So next time you pick up a child on their poor schoolwork or untidy bedroom, make sure you 
remind them how to do it right. 
5. Provide the time to fail and get it right: Modern teachers and parents are time poor. Crowded 
curricula and busy lifestyles make us less tolerant of failure. But as anyone who has taught a 
young child to do up his or her shoelaces will know, some things can’t be rushed. Time and 
patience can be your best assets when helping kids to handle learning challenges. 
 
Failure doesn’t sit comfortably with many of us, but it’s an essential element to success. The idea 
of a school setting aside a week to encourage their students to fail more may challenge our 
perceptions of the education process. But it’s a very timely, very smart idea that should be adopted 
and adapted by schools and families everywhere. 
 
 

 

 
Ken Jones 
Principal  



 

 

                    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market! 
 

                         Sunday 8th October 

 
 

                                         open from 8:30am to 12:30pm 

                                               $2 donation per adult 

 
http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sun 8/10   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
 
Term 4 
Mon 9/10   Term 4 begins 9am 
Wed 11/10   Preschool Meeting 7pm 
Thur 12/10   Yr 5/6 Water Safety & Survival Program 
Fri 13/10   Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 5 
Sat 14/10   Preschool Working bee 9am-12pm 
Tue 17/10   School Council Meeting 6pm 
Thur 19/10   Yr 5/6 Water Safety & Survival Program 
     The Blame Game’ Senior Production 
Fri 20/10   School  & Preschool Disco 
Thur 26/10   Yr 5/6 Water Safety & Survival Program 
Fri 27/10   Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 6 
Tue 31/10   Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Thurs 2/11   Yr 5/6 Water Safety & Survival Program 
     Music: Count Us In 
Mon 6/11   Curriculum Day—No students required at school 
Tue 7/11   Melbourne Cup Holiday 
Thur 9/11   Yr 5/6 Water Safety & Survival Program 
Fri 10/11   Super Starters for Preps 2018 2:30pm-3:30pm-Activity 7 
Sun 12/11   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Mon 13/11   Yr  5 The Island Camp depart 
Tue 14/11   School Council Meeting 6pm 
     Preschool 2018 Parent Information Night 
Wed 15/11   Yr 6 The Island Camp depart 
     Yr 5 the Island Camp return 
Fri 17/11   Yr 6 The Island Camp return 
Thur 23/11   2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 1 9am-10am 
Tue 28/11   2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 2 9am-10am 
     Education Sub-committee Meeting 5:30pm 
Wed 6/12   2018 Prep Parent Information Night 6:30pm-7:30pm 
Thur 7/12   2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 3 9am-10am 
Sun 10/12   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30am-12:30pm 
Tue 12/12   2018 Prep Transition Morning-Session 4 9am-12pm 
     School Council Meeting 6pm 
Tue 19/12   Yr 6 Graduation 
Wed 20/12   School Christmas Concert 
Fri 22/12   Last day of term 4-students dismissed at 1:30pm 
 

 
 

http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237


 

 

Footy Day 2017 
 
A huge thank you to the students, parents and staff who supported our Footy 
Day this year. It was wonderful to see so many people dressing up to celebrate 
all codes of football, and that the weather held off long enough for all our 
activities. Your generosity raised a massive $324.15 for the Fight Cancer 
Foundation Charity! 
 
The winner of both the heaviest (changed from longest due to the rain) coin line 
(2.08kg) and that of the highest value ($68.40) was Collingwood Football Club. 
 
Extra thanks go to the P&F committee for organising a special round of lunch 

orders for the students and to all the student leaders for organising the day. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Aerobics 2018 
 

There will be try outs early in Term 4 for the 2018 School Aerobics Teams. 
A meeting will be held on Wednesday during lunchtime of Week 1 (11/10), 
for all interested students currently in grades 3-5. Training sessions will 
commence throughout Term 4 and selections will be made by the end of 
the year. We encourage you to start practising over the holidays to 
increase your fitness level.  
 
Hope to see you there and enjoy your break, 
 
Maddie and Kellie 
 

You Can Do It Parent Program is back! 
 

The You Can Do It parent program will be returning on Monday 23
rd

 October.  
This will be held in the BER from 6:15 – 7:15 and we will be looking at Stress 

Management. 
The 2

nd
 session for the term will be on Tuesday 21

st
 November. 

Run by parents, for parents. 
Anna Maria Santa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month from 8:50am-9:15am.  
 

Prepaid completed orders forms 
can be left at the office to be 
filled. Orders will then be 
available for collection from the 
office. 

 
Thank-you  
Bonnie, Katarina 
& Mandy 
 


