
 

 

   16th March 2017 

Principal’s Desk 
 
Fantastic Opportunity 
 

Once again the local school cluster, in conjunction with Kingston Youth Services, has arranged for a 

high quality speaker to present to our families free of charge. The parents who went last year raved 

about Andrew Russell. This year we are very fortunate to have Susan Mclean. Susan is Australia’s 

foremost expert in the area of Cybersafety and young people. This is a must for all parents in this day 

and age. Further information about the talk and details of how to book are on the flyer in this newsletter. 

I have heard Susan speak a few times and would highly recommend this session to anyone. 

Building and Grounds Issues Register 
 
There will be a register on the front office desk fro next Monday for any parent to enter any Building and 
Grounds issues they happen to notice around the school. If you happen to see a tripping hazard or 
something broken that could present a danger to students or anyone entering the school, please enter it 
in this register. The register will be checked regularly and identified hazards will be acted upon and the 
actions will also be recorded in the register. If something needs immediate attention, please notify 
myself or Mr Walsh directly. 
 
School Photographs 
 
After quite a deal of negative feedback from families about the quality of the school photos last year, it 
has been decided to use another company. I am approaching local schools to see whom they could 
recommend and gathering information from different photographers.  
If you have had experience with photographers elsewhere and would like to recommend a company, 
please contact me. 
 
School Review 
 
The school is going to undergo a review in Term 3 to determine the direction the school will take to 
further improve the student outcomes in our school over the next 4 years. This is both an exciting and 
busy time fro everyone here. Not only do we have to critically analyse the data from the precious 4 years 
but we have to ensure that the whole school community has the opportunity to provide feedback that 
can be used for future planning. There will be times over the next 2 terms that we will be asking for 
surveys to be completed or meetings to attend or any number of ways that will enable you to have a say 
in our future direction. Please take the time and the opportunity to do so. Your views are important to us! 
 

What rules should you have around digital devices? 
 
Children’s digital technology needs to be managed and monitored by parents. That means we need to 
have some rules and guidelines in place. 
I’m often asked about rules and guidelines for children in the early and primary school years about 
digital devices such as tablets and mobile phones. This is new ground for most people whose own 
parents didn’t have to worry about digital technology. How to persuade kids to leave the television and 
play outside was the extent of the screen worries of the previous generations of parents. 
 
 



 

 

One thing is certain, technology is an issue you’ll struggle with for the rest of your parenting life. We’ve 
created the technology and unleashed it on our kids and now we seem to be scrambling like mad to keep 
up. 
Adding to this complexity is the fact that technology keeps changing rapidly. We just come to grips one 
device when a new one comes along that we have to learn about. 
Digital technology, with all its advantages is here to stay. It connects us to each other in ways we 
couldn’t imagine even a decade ago. It enables us to communicate to our kids when we don’t know 
where they are. It creates new interests and cultivates creativity. 
You’d have to be living under a rock to not realise that digital technology also presents new challenges 
such as cyber-bullying, worries about social media and children’s exposure to inappropriate images. 
Digital devices give kids access to a virtual world that is totally seductive particularly for those with poor 
impulse control. Also the nature of technology means that children can spend a lot of their time heads 
bent and staring into a screen, which is not healthy in the long-term. 
Children’s digital technology needs to be managed and monitored by parents. That means we need to 
have some rules and guidelines in place. Each family makes up their own rules to suit their 
circumstances but the following suggestions will help you put some order into the digital devices that 
come into your home. 
 
1. Hold off as long as you can  
The age when a child first gets a mobile phone is getting younger. 
Now most young people seem to have a mobile phone when they start secondary school. I’m currently 
working with parents who are struggling to hold off on their child’s mobile phone until secondary school 
but it’s a continuous battle as cries of ‘everyone else has a phone’ is ringing in their ears. If you took all 
these message from kids seriously you’d think that they were all born holding a mobile device and 
they’ve had an Instagram account since they were two. 
 
 Kids pester power works in a way that you tend to feel guilty that you are somehow denying your child a 
basic right or access to something vital to survival such fresh air. Best to develop an easily repeatable 
mantra such as “That’s great. But every family is different and we do things our way.” They may whine 
when you say it but stick to your own way of parenting, which is not always easy. Alternatively, take the 
compromise route of allowing a child to borrow your phone, or having a family phone that all kids can 
use.  
 
2. Be prepared to learn Giving a digital device to a child has more parent strings attached to it than say, 
giving a box of Lego or most other items of play. 
 
 With most toys you can leave them to their own devices to play by themselves, which is the basic point 
really. It’s not so simple with a digital device. Be prepared to learn some new games and stay up-to-date 
with social media trends. Snapchat anyone? 
 
 3. Put rules in place first.  
 
This is an interesting one. If you give your child a device, then later place restrictions on when its 
overused or used poorly then there’s every chance that you’ll be seen as the bad guy/gal. Better to put 
restrictions on in the first place and loosen them later, or better still reward their responsible use with 
greater freedom. Timing is everything.  
 
4. Change rules if need be. 
 
 Most families seem to have a child who thinks that rules are made to be broken so they always push 
boundaries, limits and parent patience. Parents, on the other hand, should work from the notion that 
rules are made to be changed. Be prepared to change your rules based on your child’s behaviour, 
maturity, sleep patterns, incompletion of homework, bullying or other issues that will invariably crop up 
and cause you to realise that the rules you set just aren’t working.  
 

 



 

 

 
5. Keep digital technology out of bedrooms. 
 
 If there was one rule that you should stay firm on, then this is the one. Many of our children are 
in sleep deficit as it is, without bringing digital devices into the frame. They may say they want to 
charge it in their room. If so, keep the charger in a public place. They may even want to use their 
mobile or tablet to wake up in the morning. I applaud them for taking on this task but insist they 
use an alarm clock instead.  
 
6. Have a digital detox one day a week. 
 
 The only way that this idea will work is if you join them in making one day a week a digital 
technology free day. They will probably not like it, and neither will you, but the point of having 
one day off is to prove that they can live without their digital device and to engage them in 
different forms of communication and entertainment. 
 
Digital technology is now an integral part of our lives, but it’s not the only option we have to be 
entertained, informed and to communicate with others. Before we help our children, it’s best to 
look at own digital habits to make sure we are providing them with what they need – that is, the 
provision of balanced role models who know when to use and when not to use technology. They 
are more likely to walk our walk than follow our talk. I hope for you that’s not a scary proposition. 
 
Ken Jones 
Principal 

                                     Junior Physical Education 
 
It has been a busy but exciting time for the juniors in Physical 
Education so far in 2017. The preps have been learning new skills, 
rules and games, while the ones and twos have continued to refine 
their skills and knowledge of sport in primary school. To continue 
with the exciting times all junior classes, next week will be having a 
visit from Melbourne Victory Football Club (soccer) and will 
participate in a clinic. Just one of many things to look forward to in 
junior physical education for 2017. 
 
 -Mr Mac. 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Fri 17/3    Prep/1 Colour Dress-up Day - Green 
Mon 20/3   Year 3-6 ICAS participation form and payment due at the office 
Tue 21/3   Uniform Shop open 8:50am-9:15am 
Wed 22/3   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Thur 23/3   You Can Do It Education Information Evening 6:30-8pm 
Fri 24/3    Prep/1 Rainbow Party 
     Summer Lightning premiership 
     Meet & Greet Picnic on the Lawn 5:30-7pm 
Tue 28/3   P & F Easter Raffle tickets and money due 
     School Aerobics form and payment due 
     Education Sub-committee 5:30pm 
Wed 29/3   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Fri 31/3    P & F Easter Raffle drawn 
     Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 
Term 2 
Tue 18/4   Term 2 begins 9am 
Wed 26/4   School Council Meeting 6pm 
Tue 2/5    Education Sub-committee 5:30pm 
Sat 13/5   School Aerobics Competition 
Mon 15/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 1 
Tue 16/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 2 
     School Council Meeting 6pm 
Wed 17/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 3 
Thur 18/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 4 
Fri 19/5    Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 5 
     District Cross Country 
Mon22/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 6 
Tue 23/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 7 
     Year 3-6 ICAS Digital Technologies 
Wed 24/5   Yr Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 8 
Fri 26/5    Winter lightning premiership 
Tue 30/5   Education Sub-committee 5:30pm 
Tue 13/6   School Council Meeting 6pm 
Wed 14/6   Year 3-6 ICAS Spelling 
Tue 27/6   Education Sub-committee 5:30pm  
 
 
 

ICAS 
 
Just a quick reminder to all students in Grade3-6 that the ICAS competition order 
form and money needs to be returned to the Office by 9:00am Tuesday 21st March 
2017. A whole-school order will be placed by the end of the day so unfortunately 
NO late orders are able to be accepted after this time. Try to organise the form and 
money this weekend as we don't want anyone being disappointed. 
 
Thanks Kellie Batson  



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
Friday Lunch Time Icy poles 

 

The following icy poles will be for sale over the counter tomorrow: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Icy Pole Roster 
 

It would be great if volunteers could arrive at around 1:30-1:35pm to get organised. The lunch 
break (big play) starts at 1:40pm. 
 
 

 
 
 

17/3 Fiona McLaughlin 

17/3 Sam Jones 

17/3 Karoline Thomas 

50 cents each 

$1 each 

24/3 Erica Louise 

24/3 Sam Jones 

24/3 Caroline Thomas 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjjjbHa0PzRAhXLwLwKHaKYCh4QjRwIBw&url=http://bblcoles.zooperdooper.com.au/&psig=AFQjCNHItkzkG2CxffsjEHyJMubw-6VGRQ&ust=1486510344169159
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjxldSH0fzRAhWLgrwKHWc1BjoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.femail.com.au/smooze-fruit-ice.htm&bvm=bv.146094739,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNE9WCiM5HvD7Pm4a8BUz9qyzX1UmA&ust=148651042171997


 

 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of 
the Week awards at next week’s assembly. 
 

 JDB   Tigga J   
 JTB    Zachery W   
 JDJ    Leo F  
    JMW   Ted C   
 JST   Zoe C-S   

 JKK   Saraya L   
 JMM   Andre G   
 

 ML   Jack W   
 MM   Matilda S   
 MMT   Ruby P   
 MS   James G   
   

 Senior School:  Nicholas R-B, Olivia G and Isabel G 
  

 Sport:   SA   
 Music:   JMM  
 Indonesian: SWI and SJ  
 Art:     JTB 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL BANKING 
 
 

 

Please  bring your student bank books to the school office on 
THURSDAY mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the payment slip when depositing money 
into your account. 
 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 
 



 

 

 

   Summer Sports 
 

  TOMORROW   
  Friday 17th March 

 
Year 5 and 6 children participate in 

Summer Sports at 9:30am at 
Bonbeach PS 

    

 Bonbeach PS v Chelsea 
Heights 

 

Parents are most welcome to 
come along and support us. 

 
2018 Three-year-old Preschool Enrolments 

 
Enrolment expressions of interest for children attending 3-year-old preschool in 
2018 will open on Wednesday 1

st
 March 2017. Families wishing to apply for a 

position in 2018 should bring a completed expression of interest form together with 
the deposit required to the Bonbeach Primary School office. The preschool will use 
a selection criterion to allocate three-year-old places in 2018 and families will be 
sent letters of offer in term three. This criterion is explained on the expression of 
interest form. Places will also be offered in accordance with Victoria’s No Jab No 
Play laws. Children will need to be fully immunised for their age to be enrolled in 3-
year-old preschool for 2018. Expression of Interest forms can be collected at the 
preschool, primary school office or downloaded from the preschool’s web page 
which is accessed from the Bonbeach Primary School website.  
To be considered for a first round offer please submit the expression of interest 
form before the end of term two, Friday 30

th
 June. 

MEET AND GREET- 24th March 2017 
5:30-7:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
We are so excited that the Meet and 
Greet is only a few sleeps away. We are 
looking forward to seeing all the new 
faces in our school community and 
getting together with familiar faces we 
might not have had the chance to catch 
up with yet. There will be music to dance 
to, family games to play and lots of 
laughs and smiles. 
There will also be a BBQ that will be 
offering a sausage in bread. All funds 
raised will help to purchase new uniforms 
for Bonbeach School Aerobics teams. 
Hope to see you there  
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You Can Do It! Education is proud to present a talk          
for parents at Bonbeach PS. 

Date: Thursday, 23rd March 6:30 – 8pm 

Presenter: Margaret Milne YCDI trainer 
Please click on this link https://goo.gl/Yzuw82 to indicate whether you will be attending or not. 

 
 
      
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The 5 Keys to Children’s Success and Well-Being 

 
This talk for parents reveals the five keys that unlock their children’s potential for success and  

well-being. Parents will learn how they can determine which of the five keys their children  
possess and which keys they need to help their children use more effectively. 

 
Parents will learn different ways in which they can strengthen the five keys in their children  

and to develop an action plan for helping their children apply the keys in all areas of their lives! 

https://goo.gl/Yzuw82


 

 

2016-17 VICTORIAN JUNIOR STATE  
 

LIFESAVING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

Over the March long weekend Ollie Gleeson, Fern McGirr, Matthew 
Goodman, Josh Granger, Sarah Littler and Ruth Littler travelled to 
Warrnambool to compete in the Nipper Lifesaving Championships, 
representing Bonbeach Life Saving Club. 
 
Against a lot of other clubs and teams, Bonbeach fought hard and won a 
Gold Medal by Ruth in 2 person R&R (Rescue and Resuscitation), a Silver 
Medal by Josh in Beach Flags, 4th in Team March Past and a lot of other 
amazing efforts from Fern, Ollie, Sarah and Matt. Tate Winnell also 
competed, representing Chelsea Lifesaving Club. Well done to all 
competitors, good luck and better hopes for next year.  
 
                                           



 

 

Music Madness Term 1 Week 7 
  
Noises and sounds, chords and strumming, drumming and beat boxing! 
Students in Middle School and Senior School have started their Ukulele journeys. 
Such is the excitement and enthusiasm that the Grade 2 (and Grade Prep/1) have all had a turn. 
Heads up, a request for an instrument may be made at home....!! We are using Mahalo ukuleles 
which are approximately $25-30 at most music shops. Learning to tune and string for left handed 
students has been my new challenge for the week. If you do decide to support your budding 
musician at home with a new instrument, may I suggest you also buy a tuner. The Snark tuners 
may set you back another $20 however, an instrument in tune is less headache (or heartache 
when the instrument is discarded) and tuning is a great skill to develop too. 
  
Our Grade 5/6 Parodies are coming together. This may extend into next term depending on how 
detailed students intend to make their videos. A special acknowledgement to Matthew G, 
Phoebe, Gabby and Tyler for their lyrical prowess.  
  
Recorders Recorders Recorders! Perhaps you remember the excitement of tootling a recorder at 
school? Next term, Grade 2 and Grade 3/4 students will be given recorder lessons as part of the 
music program here at Bonbeach. Last year, recorders were available for students to use in 
class and were maintained in a tub. However, due to the allergies students have, I have opted to 
encourage everyone to have their own recorder and bring it to and from their music class. 
Recorders are available for purchase from the office for $10 each. A letter will be sent home to 
Grade 2, 3 and 4 students for those who may not read this little newsletter.  If you already have 
one, thats ok too! 
  
There has been a seed planted, to be a part of the State School Spectacular Choir which is 
televised on television.  
There is a limit of 20 students per school and based on this number, at least two supervising 
adults. If you would like to be a part of this (student or parent) please come and see me, or send 
me a letter via your child. I will be including more here as I find out more, so watch this space!! 
  
Miss Thomas 



 

 

Term 1 Newsletter  - Student 4 
 
At what age is a person an adult? Why do you think so? 
18 – it’s a law 
 
If could change one rule that your family has, what would you change? 
Only allowed 30 minutes of electricity time over the weekend 
 
What is something that makes your family special? 
Hardly and other family does that (Only allowed 30 minutes of electricity time over the 
weekend) 
 
Of all the things you are learning, what do you think will be the most useful when you are an 
adult? 
Maths – help you get a job, add up properly, banking 
 
Are you a good friend? Why do you think so? 
I don’t hurt anybody and I’m kind 
 
How would the world be different if animals could talk? 
Everyone would know if animals needed help. Be cool to play with my dog! 
 
If you could grow up to be famous, what would you want to be famous for? 
Cricketer 
 
If you could be invisible for a day, what would you do? 
I would have a day off school and do stuff 
 
What is the hardest thing about being a kid? 
You can’t do whatever you want, not much freedom 
If you were a teacher, and the kids in your class would not listen to you, what would you do? 
Tell them if they behaved, I’d show a funny video 
Where is your favorite place in the world? 
My old house 
 
If you could give one gift to every single child in the world, what gift would you give? 
Education  
 
If you could invent something that would make life easier for 
people, what would you invent? 
Robots 
When was a time that you felt lucky? 
When I got a VR (virtual reality) for my birthday 
What do you think would be the hardest thing about being 
blind? 
Couldn’t see, can’t use technology that you need to see 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Program Enrolment 

It’s time to enroll!  

Important Notice: Annual Enrolment is due again this April. Please ensure you complete Forms A, B & C 

(previous enrolment forms will no longer be used) 

With the short term we are ready to start enrolment again from 9am  Monday 6 March,  

closing 5pm Friday 24 March. 

Go to :kingston.vic.gov.au/schoolholidayprogram to download the brochure and enrolment forms. 

Don’t miss out! Make sure you return your enrolment forms to secure your place! 

Children are invited to attend excursions at the park, movies, comedy festival, the farm, Arthur’s Seat 

Chairlift. In-house workshops, children can join in Laser Tag, African Drumming, Martial Arts and lots more.  

Epic Fun guaranteed. “See you there” 

Breakfast:  Is available between 7 – 8am (except Mill Street) 

Excursions: will depart at 9am now instead of 8.30am. All children and educators will wear Hi-Vis vests when 

on excursion. 

Program Locations: Yarrabah School, Aspendale, Dingley Primary School, Bonbeach Primary School and 

Moorabbin Primary School.  

Enquiries and enrolments 

To enquire or enrol please contact Julie 95814846   or  Kim 9581 4875  

+schoolholidayprogram@kingston.vic.gov.au  

Enrolment forms and additional information can be found at  

:kingston.vic.gov.au/schoolholidayprogram  

http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/schoolholidayprogram


 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month from 8:50am-9:15am.  
 

Prepaid completed orders forms 
can be left at the office to be 
filled. Orders will then be 
available for collection from the 
office. 

 
Thank-you  
Bonnie & Katarina 
 
 
 

Please 
remember to 
wear your wide 
brimmed hat 
every day until 
the end of April.  



 

 



 

 


