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Principal’s Desk 
 
 
Meeting Monday 26/2 
 
Thank you to the parents who attended the meeting last Monday about the building works. It is great to see that our 
parents are so interested in their child’s education, particularly as we look to the future here. The questions that parents 
asked were thoughtful and the only question left unanswered can only be answered once the building works are planned 
after the termites are gone. 
 
For those parents who couldn’t make it, below is a summary of what was said. 
 
The focus right from the start of the program has been to ensure the safety of our students and to minimise the 
disruption to all students and programs. Even though the VSBA informed us that the affected classrooms were safe, I 
wanted the students in rooms that would not be compromised by the works that would take approximately 6 weeks to 
complete. We also have WorkSafe undertaking an inspection of the rooms on 7

th
 March. 

 
The 2 classes are operating smoothly in their temporary classrooms, with the education program continuing as normal. 
This is due to the patience and dedication of our wonderful staff.  
Mrs Jennings spoke about how the 1/2 class teachers have adapted to the temporary situation. 
The team all still plan together, still teach the same things, assess together and all know where the children are at. 
She is amazed at how resilient the students have been and have taken ownership of the space. Not ideal, but it has 
come together really well. It is probably the best option in light of what is happening. 
 

We realise that the timing of the works is fully dependent on the eradication of the termite colony. The inspection of the 
traps have indicated that termites have taken to the baits. This will take time and we need to ensure that the process is 
completed properly. It is expected that this will be around the end of term 1/ beginning of term 2 and the building repairs 
will take 5-6 weeks after that.  
We look forward to completing the building repairs program by near end of term 2 with no disruptions to the education 
programs and with no impact to the students’ learning outcomes. 
In term 3 we will have a much better building, both structurally and aesthetically, and the students will then move back 
into these classrooms. 
 
I’m pleased to share with you that a new relocatable building is expected later in this year.  The facility schedule is all 
based on enrolments. Our numbers are on the cusp at the moment, and based on 2019 projections, we will be entitled 
to a new relocatable building for 2019. The even better news is that this will probably arrive well before the end of this 
year as the rollout commences in the middle of the year. The VSBA has Bonbeach on watch (in a good way!). I am 
working with the Department and the VSBA on future plans to cater for our growing school. 
 
I thank everyone for your various levels of involvement. It demonstrates once again the high level of care and sense of 
community here at Bonbeach. 
 
Various forums have been used, including social media with the best of intentions, however, this is not helpful now. 
Please cease this as this is where future parents look when they are choosing a school. These posts portray a negative 
image of the school and can harm our reputation. 
I now ask that you let the school leadership team take control. We know what’s happening and we know where we are 
going. There is a timeline and we will work hard to manage the current building program and the plans moving forward 
from now. 

. 
Rest assured, the students are being looked after. Our best way forward is to be patient, work with the authorities and 
keep our focus on the teaching and learning within the classrooms.  
We are looking forward to developing a master plan this year for the future of Bonbeach Primary School Community. 



 

 

 
School Council Elections  
 
We have the correct number of nominations for the vacant positions on School Council so there is no need to hold an election. 
Congratulations to our new School Councillors Narelle Legg, Andrea Sfarlea and Glen Doorey, and also our returning 
member, Kerryn Ash. We look forward to another productive year with our new members. 
 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
It was gratifying to see an increase in the number of students enjoying breakfast club on Tuesday and yesterday, although it 
was a little challenging yesterday with no electricity!  
We are very fortunate to have 3 lovely volunteers who are coming to the school to run Breakfast Club every Tuesday and 
Thursday morning from 8am in the hall foyer. All students are welcome to attend and socialise with other students whilst 
having breakfast prepared for them. A staff member will be in attendance to walk the students back to school at 8:45am. This 
is a fantastic opportunity for students to catch up with others that they may not normally socialise with or to simply spend more 
time with their friends.  
 
Holiday Program 
 
TheirCare, the company that runs our Before and After School Care Program, is going to provide a Holiday Program here at 
Bonbeach during the term break. This will be very different to previous holiday programs that have been run here as it will be 
more affordable and there will only be one excursion and one incursion the whole time. If you are interested, pick up a flyer 
from the office. 
 
Construction of a telecommunication facility 
 
School Council has received advice from the City of Kingston (dated 20 February 2018) that Telstra are proposing to develop 
the land for the construction of a telecommunication facility (25.5 metre high monopole) at the Bonbeach Scout Hall, 46 
Cannes Avenue, Bonbeach, located 350 metres from Bonbeach Primary School.  The application number is KP-962/2017 
 
The notice received from the Council along with some additional information is available at the office for viewing.  In addition, 
plans and supporting documentation can be viewed via the Council’s website www.kingston.vic.gov.au/link/planning 
 
If you would like to object or make a supporting submission you must do this in writing.  The online objection form is available 
at www.kingston.vic.gov.au/link/planning 
 
The application will not be decided until after Monday 12 March 2018. 
 
Further queries relating to this application can be directed to Beau McKenzie on 03 9581 4416 or email: 
beau.mckenzie@kingston.vic.gov.au 

 

When kids experience problems at school 
 

Every parent wants the best for their children, and that includes wanting them to have great experiences at school. By and 
large, Australian schools deliver on that expectation. They are generally safe places for kids, staffed by hard-working teachers 
who have the best interests of their students at heart. Achievement, discipline and student wellbeing are high on the list of 
priorities for most teachers. 
 
Nevertheless, despite the best teaching practices things do go wrong at school. Most kids experience learning difficulties from 
time to time. Conflict and peer rejection are a normal part of school life. The developmental nature of childhood means that 
there will always be some turbulence, particularly around key transition ages such as the start of adolescence. During these 
times young people frequently experience a dip in their learning as well as significant relationship difficulties. Kids will often 
come home from school with grievances, and call on their parents for assistance. 
 
Your approach as a parent when your child has difficulty at school can make a huge difference to their resilience and to their 
future relationships with teachers and peers. This includes not only any advice you may give and the way you give it, but also 
the way you approach the school, if that becomes necessary. Unfortunately, anecdotal evidence suggests that there ’s been a 
significant increase in aggressive incidents at schools involving parents reacting to their children’s grievances. This presents a 
danger to teachers, harms the all-important teacher-parent relationship, and sets a bad example to children about how to 
resolve differences. 

http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/link/planning
http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/link/planning
mailto:beau.mckenzie@kingston.vic.gov.au


 

 

Here’s a seven point checklist to help you stay focused and be effective if your child experiences difficulty at 
school. 
 
1.Be empathetic first 
 
Kids, like adults, like to vent. They will often benefit simply from having told their side of a story to a trusted source. Often 
they just want their parents to understand what’s happening, so your first response should be an empathetic one. That is, 
your child should feel you understand them and take them seriously. “That’s awful. I’d be upset too if someone stole my 
lunch” is the sort of response kids want to hear when they are genuinely upset. 
 
2.Stay calm and take your time 
 
It’s natural as a parent to want to protect or defend your children, particularly when you think that they’ve come in for some 
unfair or poor treatment. But acting when you are full of emotion is not always smart as emotions make us prone to over-
reaction and jumping to all sorts of possibly incorrect conclusions. 
 
Rather than getting on the phone straight away to organise a meeting at school, take your time to think through how you 
might assist your child. Time generally provides greater perspective, which will likely lead to a better response from you. 
 
3. Get the all facts 
 
Getting the facts about the situation can be really tricky. Kids are faulty observers and often only see one side of a story 
when there’s a problem with a teacher or a fellow student. They sometimes can’t see that perhaps they may have 
contributed inadvertently to a dispute at school, or perhaps said something that may have upset a teacher. It’s your job to 
help your child or young person process what happened in an incident, so that all the facts emerge and you can fully 
understand their place in any problem. Keep asking questions to enable the complete story to unfold. 
 
4. Assess whether to go to school or not 
 
Often problems can be dealt with at home, simply by talking through an issue and giving kids some common sense tips to 
help them cope. However, if your child has a recurring problem that he can’t solve himself, or you think adult intervention 
may be needed to sort out a relationship issue with a teacher or peer, then consider meeting with your child’s teacher or 
year-level coordinator. 
 
5. Use the right channels if you take the issue to school 
 
Approach the school calmly, going through the school office or directly to your child’s teacher if that is the usual protocol. If 
you have already established a relationship with the teacher concerned, then it’s often easier to approach them directly. 
 
6. Look for solutions rather than blame 
 
Parent-teacher meetings usually get nowhere when either party blames the other. State the problem as you see it and view 
your child’s teacher as an ally, not a foe. “I’m really worried about Jeremy. He’s been acting strangely lately and I need 
some help” is the type of approach that will elicit a helpful response. Talk about your concerns and keep the discussion 
focused firmly on what’s best for your child. Listen to your teacher’s viewpoint, valuing a different perspective. 
 
7. Stay in touch 
 
Be realistic with your expectations, remembering that some problems can’t be solved to your satisfaction, nor will they be 
resolved straight away. Be prepared to work alongside your child’s teacher over the long-term, which means maintaining 
communication with each other. 
Parenting is easy when things are going well, but testing when your children struggle or experience difficulty. Stepping back 
and taking a long-term, reflective view is often the best approach when your child experiences difficulty at school. 
 
Ken Jones 
Principal 
 
 



 

 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of 
the Week awards at next week’s assembly. 

  
 
 
  
 
 

 JDB   Austin J 
 JKM   Mia W 
 JST   Harry W 
 
 JBK   Owen P   
 JDJ    Charlotte S 
    JMW   Tahlia B 
  
 
 MKM   Bella G 
 MLH   Liam H 
 MMM   Tyler M 
   

 Senior School:  Bailey V L 
 
 Art:   SA 
 Sport:  SJ 
 Music:  JMW 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Tue 6/3   Uniform Shop open 8:50am-9:15am 
Wed 7/3   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Fri 9/3    Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sun 11/3   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Mon 12/3   Labour Day Holiday 
Sat 17/3   Pres-school working bee 9am-noon 
Tue 20/3   Uniform Shop open 8:50am-9:15am 

Wed 21/3   School Council AGM—6pm 
Fri 23/3   Curriculum Day-No students required at school 
Thur 29/3   Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Sun 8/4   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
 
 
TERM 2 
Mon 16/4   Term 2 begins at 9am 
Fri 20/4   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Fri 11/5   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sun 13/5   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Mon 14/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 1 
Tue 15/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 2     
Wed 16/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 3      
Thur 17/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 4 
Fri 18/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 5 
Mon21/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 6 
Tue 22/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 7 
Wed 23/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 8 
Fri 8/6    Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
 



 

 

Coles Sports for Schools 7th February - 11 May 2018 
 

Bonbeach Primary School is participating in the ‘Coles Sports for Schools’ scheme 
this year.  

 
You can help us obtain new sports equipment by collecting Sports for Schools 

vouchers from your local Coles Supermarket.  For every $10 spent, you will receive 
one voucher.  A collection box has been placed at the school office.  



 

 

  

 
Moonlit Sanctuary Keeper Club 
 

Kids enjoy environmental activities, animal encounters and native animal care. 
Day includes: interactions with dingo, python, off-limits animals, feeding animals & food prep, animal enrichment activities. 
Learn about our animals, their conservation and the environment. For ages 7-14 years.  
 

Easter 2018 school holiday dates: 
Week 1: Tues 3rd Wed 4h Thurs 5th Fri 6th April 
Week 2: Mon 9th Tues10th Wed 11th Thurs 12th Fri 13th April 
10am–4pm 

 

Cost: $75.00 per day, or $210 for 3 days (pro rata for additional days).  
Maximum 16 children per day. 
 

Bookings essential as spaces are limited 
Dress for the weather and wear closed-toe shoes, long pants and remember your hat or raincoat.  BYO lunch or purchase at the 
café. 
 

Moonlit Sanctuary 
550 Tyabb-Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale 
Phone 5978 7935 
Web: www.moonlitsanctuary.com.au 
 Open daily between 10am and 5pm 
 

 



 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
each month from 8:50am-
9:15am.  
 

All purchases must be paid for 
prior to collecting from the 
uniform shop.  

 
Thank-you  
Katarina 
and Mandy 

 
 
  
 
 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student bank 
books to the school office on 
THURSDAY mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when depositing 
money into your account. 
 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 
 


