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Welcome back to a brand new year at school to all our returning families. Welcome also to all our 
new families to our wonderful school. I hope everyone had a fantastic break. I did wonder briefly 
why there were so many smiling faces on the parents as they said goodbye to their children 
Wednesday morning. The weather was kind to us for the first time in years and made settling in to 
the school day far easier. It was also made easier by all the preparation the teachers did during the 
holidays to ensure that everything was in place ready for the students’ first day. 
 

School Building 
 
We had a meeting with the Victorian Schools Building Authority, our School Council President, 
some of our parents and teachers, and Sonya Kilkenny last Wednesday to discuss works at the 
school. The details of the building works have been posted on the Facebook page and on our 
website. Basically, the only hold up to the commencement of the works is the termite presence. 
There will be a check done on the 19

th
 February and, depending upon the termite activity found, 

work can start then or another check will be needed four weeks after that. Although this is 
understandable, this was not made clear to us until that meeting. Therefore we have no clear idea 
when the works will commence or be completed. The VSBA representative stated at the meeting 
that these works typically took between 3 to 6 months. Not what we really wanted to hear but, 
hopefully, the results will be worth a little longer wait.  There has been a bit of a shuffle of rooms, 
Mrs Jennings’ class is in the staff room (which was a converted classroom) Mrs Mullavey’s class is 
in the classroom in the hall and the staff room has moved to the BER but, because of the way we 
have prepared for the works, there will be minimal disruption to any of our classes or programs. 

 

Thank You 
 

Thank you to all the families who came in during the holidays and took such great care for our 
hens and the veggie garden. Both have benefitted greatly from the care and attention they 
received. I believe the hens were given ice blocks with their food to keep them cool on the really 
hot days. I just hope their expectations haven’t been raised too much by all the special care. 
 
Thank you also to Bonnie, Mandy and Katarina for giving up their time so freely to run the uniform 

shop during the prep orientation days and last Monday. 



 

 

 

BER kitchen 
 
We have a new teaching kitchen/canteen in the BER thanks to the Good Guys grant from last year, 
Jade and Amy’s organisation and planning, and Ben Dowling’s crew constructing it over the 
holidays. This is going to be an invaluable addition to our teaching programs. It means we now have 
a modern, purpose built area for the cooking programs and the canteen. I am sure you will hear a lot 
about it from our students over the coming months. 

 

Cooling in the BER 
 

Jo Robinson, one of our parents, successfully applied for a community grant from the RACV last 
year to put towards air conditioning in the BER building. Even though that building is 5 star energy 
efficient and we were assured it didn’t need air conditioning, it became very uncomfortable on hot 
days. We have had evaporative cooling systems installed in all the classrooms in the BER building 
over the holidays. Thanks to Bonbeach Heating and Cooling company for installing them over the 
holidays and giving the school a great deal! 

 

Out of School Hours Care 
 

We are very excited to have TheirCare start this year as our new out of school hours care provider. 
Sheila remains as the coordinator but the changes to the program are quite significant and much 
improved. I look forward to receiving feedback from the parents and students who use this service. 
 

Breakfast Club 
 
Great News! The ladies who have been running our breakfast club are starting it again next Tuesday 
morning at 8am in the hall foyer. All students are welcome to come along and enjoy breakfast and  
chat with their mates. This is a great casual, social opportunity for students and all are welcome. 

 

Issues, Queries, Concerns. 
 

This is really important. Maybe I should have started with this. If you have any concerns, issues or 
queries, you can do many things abut them. However, if you want them resolved or answered, there 
is one way to ensure that happens and that is to speak to your child’s teacher, myself or Mr Walsh. If 
we can’t provide the answer immediately, we will know where to find it and we will get back to you. 
The car park friend or Facebook is always good for a chat or whinge but often doesn’t resolve 
anything. So, please, if you do have any issues, etc., no matter how trivial you may feel they are, 
come and see us. I promise we won’t bite. 
 
 

Video Games: the good, the bad and getting the balance right 
 
Video games tend to get a bad rap from parents and the media. There’s the fear of your child being locked away 
in their room for hours on end, inhabiting a virtual world that removes them from family, friends, school work 
and anything resembling reality. Then there is the fear of what someone might do following a session of first-
person shooting, blowing up cars and taking out snipers with an AK47. Not to mention the seemingly wasted 
hours spent staring at a screen. 
 

Without doubt there is some substance to some of the fears around gaming obsessions and violent 
behaviours. However, like many elements of the modern world, the negative impacts are often 
affecting only a very small minority and often these are in the extreme. 
 
It is safe to say that many, many young people can play video games in a way that benefits their 
physical, social and emotional wellbeing. Like most things, when game playing is done with balance 
and perspective, it can actually be a most productive way for a young person to spend their time. 



 

 

The benefits of video games 

Cognitive and physical benefits. There are lots of great skills developed when playing video 
games. Analysing, thinking, problem solving, creating, team work and collaboration form the backbone 
of many games. Spatial awareness and hand–eye coordination skills, many of which can be transferred 
to the real world, are an added benefit. Many workplaces and training institutes use games to simulate 
real-world situations and the medical field is increasingly using forms of gaming to help with physical 
and neurological disorders. 
 
Social and emotional benefits. Many kids who struggle to fit in at school, or don ’t make the 
sports teams, often feel a real sense of belonging, connection and achievement when playing video 
games. For those who find it difficult to shine in mainstream environments, gaming can be a great way 
for them to boost their self-esteem and sense of identity in a space that offers comfort, connection and 
control. 
 
Thinking outside the box. Many games encourage players to think outside the box, take risks 
and critically analyse a situation. There is a lot of trial-and-error required in many games and this helps 
to develop players’ persistence in problem solving tasks as they strive to get to the next level, the next 
world or create the next big city. 
 
Stress release. There is certainly an element of stress release that many games provide for 
young people. After a long day at school it can be a welcome relief to immerse yourself in a game that 
allows you to switch off a little. 
 

Keeping it under control 

Of course these benefits won’t eliminate the concerns many parents have about game playing, 
especially of online games. So what are some things we can do as parents to help keep it under 
control? 
 
Look at your individual child. Are they coming to the dinner table without a fight? Are they 
coming to the table without bringing their device? If they are struggling too much in any of these areas 
over a long period of time, it might be time to make some changes. 
 
Come up with time limits together. Discuss together what you think is fair based on the need to 
ensure they are striking the right balance and have enough energy for their other pursuits. While your 
child is young, give them a warning ahead of when you want them stop so they have time to finish 
whatever they are creating or whatever level they are at in their game. This helps them to get better at 
regulating their time. 
 
Play a game with your child. It is much easier to make rules and boundaries around something 
that you understand and that they know you understand. Play a game with your child to get a feel for 
what they enjoy about it, be witness to some of the skills they may be developing and enjoy some 
important bonding time with your child. 
 
Remove headphones, particularly when younger children are playing online games with friends 
or where others are involved. That way you can have your ears pricked to any bullying, aggressive play 
or unwanted language. 
 
So next time you are lamenting the time your child spends playing video games, remember that as long 
as you are able to come up with some rules and boundaries together, you will have a much better 
chance of keeping game playing healthy and beneficial. With the gaming industry growing rapidly and 
continually creating and providing for so many other industries, your child may well be working on the 
skills they’ll need in their future career. 
 
Ken Jones 
Principal  



 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
 
Welcome back everyone! I hope you had a refreshing 
and enjoyable holiday period. 
 
Monday 29th January and Tuesday 30th January 
On Monday, the staff were introduced to the School 
Wide Positive Behaviour Support Program 
(SWPBSP). The program provides guidance for 
adopting behaviour interventions into a single whole-
school framework. The interventions are evidence based 
with a focus on data-based decision making and 
preventing serious behavioural issues. For schools that 
participate in the program, the Department of Education 
and Training (DET) provide initial training and then 
ongoing support through the provision of a learning 
coach (at no cost to the school). You can find more information at http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/
teachers/management/improvement/Pages/swpbs.aspx  
 
On Tuesday, we had a first aid, asthma and anaphylaxis briefing. All schools with a child or young person at risk 
of an anaphylactic reaction are required to undertake twice yearly briefings on anaphylaxis management under 
Ministerial Order 706. This was the first of 2 and we are grateful to Mrs Mullavey and Miss Kellie who presented 
this information to us. 
 
The leaders of our major curriculum areas: Mr Sandy (Digital Technologies), Mrs Murray (Mathematics), Mrs 
Middleton (English), Mr Waters (Excellence in Teaching and Learning), and Mr Akeroyd (Welfare), presented 
about updates to their programs and set expectations for each area. Each presenter spent a considerable amount of 
time preparing for their sessions and the information provided was extremely valuable.  
 
Our teaching aides worked tirelessly on both days, attending the SWPBS session, helping out with the book 
selling, moving maths resources, moving items out of the staffroom, and more! 
 
Information Evenings 
Information Evenings are being held next week with all starting at 6pm and finishing no later than 7pm.  
Prep: Monday 5th February - Prep rooms 
1/2: Tuesday 6th February - 1/2 rooms 
3/4: Wednesday 7th February - 3/4 portable 
5/6: Thursday 8th February - BER 
I strongly recommend that you attend the relevant session/s as an overview of the year will be provided as well as 
setting out some very clear expectations. This ensures we are all ‘on the same page’.  
 
Parent-Teacher Interviews Grade 1-6 only 
Parent-Teacher Interviews for Grade 1-6 families are to be held the week of the 12th of 
February (Prep parents will be having a 10 minute talk with the teacher at the school entry 
assessments on Wednesdays). This first interview of the year is an excellent opportunity for 
you to share impor tant information regarding your  child, information that will help the 
classroom teacher best support your child to ensure that he or she can succeed. As it is very 
early in the year, the teacher will be able to provide information on how your child has settled 
into the 2018 grade and some preliminary information regarding initial academic performance. 
A comprehensive report and interview regarding academic and social progress will be offered mid-year.  
 
The teachers do their best to ensure that the interviews are completed in the allocated time. However, at times, 
interviews may run longer than expected. Please try to be understanding. If you have more than one child at 
Bonbeach PS, it would be helpful to have at least a 10 minute ‘break’ between each interview.  

 
 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/swpbs.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/swpbs.aspx


 

 

 
 
Parent-Teacher Interviews Grade 1-6 only (cont…) 
 
The booking system will be open on Monday 5th February at 10:00am. The only way to book your interviews 
in 2018 will be via Compass. If you have not logged in as yet, please do so as soon as possible so that any 
‘bugs’ can be fixed.  
 
I would like to thank the teachers for giving up their evenings (Information Evenings and Parent Teacher 
Interviews) with their families and other commitments. Our staff do this because they recognise the 
importance of a strong school-home relationship, to make sure we have a common understanding and that 
they value your input. We are fortunate to have such committed teachers and support staff at Bonbeach PS!  
 
Working With Children Check 
A current Working with Children Check is required if you would like to volunteer at school in nearly all 
circumstances. This includes, but is not limited to:  

Changing readers/ listening to readers 
Helping in any way with your class or at school 
Excursions 
P&F 
School Council members 
Working Bees 
Canteen 
Selling icy-poles at lunchtime 
 

A Working With Children Check Flow Chart is available to help you through the process and is available on 
the Policies page of the school website at http://bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/199/Policies. Please ensure you 
present your card to the Office as soon as possible. 
 
Occupational Health & Safety and Child Safe Code of Conduct 
As of 2017, all volunteers at Bonbeach Primary School are required to be ‘inducted’ regarding Occupational 
Health and Safety. This induction process is valid for 1 school year. If you volunteered in 2017, and would 
like to continue, you must complete this process again. To help save you some time, please go to http://
bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/209/OHS, read the OHS Volunteer Handbook, print and complete the Volunteer 
Worker Checklist and pr int and complete pages 1 and 2 only of the Child Safe Code of Conduct for 
Staff, Volunteers and School Council Members. Bring the completed pages to school and present to the 
Office.  
 
Student accident insurance, ambulance cover arrangements and private property brought to school.  
Please be aware that the Department of Education and Training (DET) does NOT provide personal accident 
insurance or ambulance cover for students. Parents and guardians of students who do not have student 
accident insurance/ambulance cover are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured 
students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport, as well as any other transport costs. Private 
property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and DET does not accept responsibility 
for loss or damage. This can include mobile phones, toys, sporting equipment, bikes and scooters, and cars 
parked on school premises.  
 

 

Regards, 

 

Patrick Walsh 

http://bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/199/Policies
http://bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/209/OHS
http://bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/209/OHS


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
2018 
Wed 7/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Thurs 8/2   Swimming Trials-Grades 3-6 
Wed 14/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 21/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 28/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 7/3   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
     School Council AGM—6pm 
Thur 29/3   Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Families of potential drummers, rock stars or High School music, 
 
The percussion teacher at Bonbeach primary school has some limited vacancies 
for 2018. 
Michael is a professional percussionist who started his musical career at Patterson 
River College. 
A drum kit is not a prerequisite to start learning how to play (just in case that is the 
only roadblock!) 
Students are offered group lessons during school lunch break (currently 1:40-
2:40). 
For any further enquiries, please contact Miss Thomas or send an email to the 
school with your name, students name and contact number expressing your 
interest.  
  
Happy Drumming 
Miss Thomas 



 

 

COMMUNICATION IS VERY IMPORTANT—PLEASE READ 
 
Newsletters and Notices 
Newsletters (Jumbunna) are an important communication link between the school and home. 
Jumbunna is an Indigenous word meaning ‘place to meet and talk.’ 
To access the newsletter please subscribe through the school website – 
www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au  Please also refer to the calendar on the website. 
 
Those parents who do not have access to the internet will be able to collect a copy from the office. 
  
The class teacher will distribute notices regarding excursions and special events to each child or per 
family with the youngest child. These will also be available from the website. Many Newsletters and 
Notices contain ‘cut off and return slips' and it would greatly assist the school if parents could attend 
to these and return them promptly and if payment is required please enclose correct money. It is 
extremely important to have permission slips and payment to the office on time as we will 
not accept any late replies. 
If you send the permission slip without payment the slip will be returned home via the 
student. 
 
Flexibuzz 
We use an app to send instant messages, notices and reminders.  TheFlexibuzz app will help our 
school keep parents fully informed and up-to-date with news and events.  It’s easy to use and also 
has the benefit of helping reduce our paper consumption by printing less. Search for Flexibuzz at 
the App Store, find and tick our school and register. Please tick the box that represents your child/
ren year, Junior box (for Prep,1 & 2), Middle box for (year 3  & 4) and a Senior box for (year 5 & 6). 
Please refer to instructions below.  



 

 

2018 CSEF Applications are available from the Office or 
www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au.  Please complete the application and present 
with Health Care Card which must be valid for the 29th January 2018. 
Applications must be at the office by Friday 23rd  February 2018. 



 

 

FROM THE ART ROOM 
 

Please provide your child with an 
Art Smock.  It can be an old large 
t.shirt or shirt. All  children are to 
bring an Art Smock if they are 
participating in Art classes.  All 
paint used is non toxic and water 
based.   
Paint on clothing:  Hand wash in 
cold water with soap.  To remove 
any stains remaining in the fabric 
use a stain remover and follow the 
directions.   
It is important NOT to use hot 
water.   
 

Thank you 
Mrs Kellie Batson 

Please 
remember to 
wear your 
wide brimmed 
hat every day 
until the end 
of April.  

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
each month from 8:50am-
9:15am.  
 

All purchases must be paid for 
prior to collecting from the 
uniform shop.  

 
Thank-you  
Bonnie, Katarina 
and Mandy 

 
 
  
 
 

 

 Dogs at school.  
 
Dogs are not allowed on 
school premises between 
the hours of 8:45am and 
3:45pm. Even if you know 
your dog is placid and 
wouldn’t hurt anyone, 
some children are scared 
or uncomfortable around 
dogs. If you do bring your 
dog to school for pick up 
or drop off, please tie them 
to the fence outside.  



 

 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student bank 
books to the school office on 
THURSDAY mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when depositing 
money into your account. 
 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 
 

Dear Bonbeach Vocalists and Karaoke Champions! 
 
Bonbeach Choir will be beginning next week on Wednesday's at 
Lunchtime! 
This is an open event for boys, girls, young and younger to join in 
(no charge). 
Location to be confirmed on the day 
so please listen out for the 
announcements. 
  
See you there 
Miss Thomas 


