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From the Assistant Principal 
 
$ 6,300,000 for a school rebuild! 
WOW! What a day! Our school has never seen a day like this in recent memory! This is an amazing way to celebrate the 60 th 
Anniversary of the school opening in 1958. 
 
This morning, Bonbeach Primary School and Pre-school had the pleasure of hosting a tour of our school for the Minister of 
Education, James Merlino MP and Member for Carrum, Sonya Kilkenny MP. Ellie M, Mitchell H, Piri F and Rhys G did an 
amazing job talking about our school, the importance of it to the community and why they love attending school here. As time was 
short, the tour started in the garden and then we made our way to the Hall so the Minister could see for himself the upgrades made 
in 2017. 
 
We then had a short assembly where the Minister announced that Bonbeach Primary School and Pre-school would receive  
$6.3 million for a complete school rebuild. This was a huge event with many media outlets in attendance. The students were 
amazing, listening carefully and being respectful to the speakers.  
 
Mr Jones is very disappointed he could not be there. This visit was put together very quickly and Mr Jones had a prior engagement 
interstate. When I rang him, he was extremely excited and thinking about the future work for Bonbeach Primary school and Pre-
school. 
 
There have been some challenging times over the past 6 months. We appreciate the support that has been given the school by so 
many in our community.  
 
An official ‘Media Release’ will be shared once it has been given to the school. 
 
Thank you Bonbeach Primary School and Pre-school community! There are some incredibly exciting times ahead! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Termites 
The Emergency Works for the termite damage is still going ahead. The termites have continued to take the baits – 
this is good news. The termite baits are the round discs that have been inserted into the garden beds and the asphalt 
and concrete—you may have seen these around. It is vital that these remain in the ground. A number of these were 
pulled out during the long weekend. If you see one out, please let the office know so we can rebury them.  
 
Mr Jones will give you a more in depth report before the end of term. 
 
Volunteers 
Farmers’ Market 
It was another great market this weekend. This month we had 28 stallholders and 755 people through the gate. 
Having the market on a long weekend will always pose some challenges, challenges that we get through every time. 
Thank you to all our volunteers who helped – especially those that pulled a double shift!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Other Volunteers 
It has been great seeing a lot more volunteers over the past few weeks. From the 
Canteen, reading in P-2, Wellness Wednesday, swimming carnival, cataloguing 
books in the library, contacting books, Scholastic Book Club, P&F (I am sure I 
have missed some - my apologies) we cannot do it without you. Don’t forget, you 
must have a current Working With Children Check to volunteer at school. Our 
volunteers are integral to the success of Bonbeach Primary School! 
 
 
 
Absences 
As you are aware, Bonbeach Primary School has been using Compass for marking the roll each day. We have 
experienced a few glitches in our systems at school, nothing that can't be addressed and fixed though. I strongly 
encourage all parents to log into Compass regularly and to read any Newsfeed items and to look carefully at your 
child's attendance. If you believe an error has been made, or you are unsure of something, please come to the office 
or ask me.  I just want to thank the Bonbeach Primary School community for working with us as we make this 
transition. Many parents have embraced this technology and are adding absences before they happen (e.g. holidays).  
  
As mentioned in a previous newsletter, we are keeping an eye on the 'Unexplained' category of student absence. This 
is when no explanation has been given for the absence. The Department of Education is also watching this category 
at a system level as the current rate is too high across the state. Did you know that 2 days absence per term from prep 
to year 10 equates to nearly 6 months of learning opportunities lost? This is 6 months of learning your child cannot 
make up again - the time is gone. However, we also realise that some absence is unavoidable, illness occurs, holidays 
can be $1000s cheaper etc. 
I am going to provide some statistics monthly around the category of 'Unexplained'.  
 
In February, SJ had the least amount of Unexplained absences with only 1 unexplained absence! 
1st =  SJ (1 unexplained absence) 
2nd = JKM (2 unexplained absences) 
3rd = JDB (3 unexplained absences) 
  



 

 

 

 
Staff Professional Development  

The staff have been attending professional development with a 
focus on positive behaviour. On Wednesdays, we have had 
training in Trauma Informed Practices (TIP), and last 
Thursday and Friday a team of teachers (Mrs Batson, Miss 
Bolton, Mrs Ballos, Mrs Mullavey, Mr Akeroyd and myself) 
attended training on School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 
(SWPBS). There have been some confronting concepts in the 
training on TIP, but this is helping us to understand why some 
young people react and behave in the way that they do. We 
have also looked at how we can make some modifications to 
help reduce anxiety levels around aspects of school. 

 
The SWPBS program is a framework that will help us to develop systems to improve student behaviour. While there are 
many really good things about this, one area that I believe we don't do enough of, and it is a vital component of the 
framework, is the need to acknowledge and reward all the great behaviour that occurs from all students, not just those that 
require support. All students are learners, some students need more support - this is no different to the student that 
requires some extra reading, writing or maths practice. I am always grateful of the support and compassion shown by our 
parent community towards each other and as well as to the students that require some extra support with learning about 
appropriate behaviour.  
 
New Blinds 
We have had some great new blinds installed in the Hall last week. The Art room, the ‘Green Room’ (Mrs Mullavey) and 
the Library had these installed by parent Dave Johnson and his company Pumkin’s Blinds. These have made a huge 
difference to some of our students already.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regards, 

Patrick Walsh 



 

 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of 
the Week awards at next week’s assembly. 

  
 
 
  
 
 

 JDB   Harper B 
 JKM   Tommy L 
 JST   Kora J 
 
 JBK   Mia Y 
 JBS   Milly I  
 JDJ    Frank B  
  
 
 MKM   Emmi M 
 MLH   Talitha F 
 MMM   Andre G  
   

 Senior School:  Maddie W, Elizabeth V, Tristian H  
 
 Art:   MMM 
 Music:  MLH 

A message from the School Council President  
 
At the beginning of last year we were faced with the challenge of a decrepit building, increasing 
student enrolments and the need for funds to address this situation. 
 
I am grateful that after much work and strategic negotiations with our local Member of Parliament, 
Sonya Kilkenny, over many months, our needs are being addressed.   
 
This morning James Merlino (Minister for Education) and our local Member, Sonya Kilkenny, on 
behalf of the Andrew’s Government have announced that our school has been allocated $6 million 
in the upcoming State budget.  The funding is for a school master plan and new building.  This is 
very exciting news for our school. 
 
I would like to thank the Government for this budget allocation which will enable the school to 
continue to enhance the educational outcomes of our children.  I would also like to acknowledge 
the ongoing commitment, work and support of the outgoing School Council  (including Ken Jones, 
Patrick Walsh, Martyn Waters, Jonathan Granger, Richard Evans, Ian Fox, Narelle Legg, Kerryn 
Ash, Dave Griffiths, Paul Norton, and Nikki Faid). 
 
Anita McKenzie 
School Council President  



 

 

P&F President Report 2017 
 
The start of the school year saw some changes within the P&F committee. A new President 
(Karoline Thomas) and Vice President (Jayne Cartwright) were voted in and a number of new 
activities were introduced. 
 
Prior to Term 1 commencing, P&F volunteers made themselves available in the holidays to open 
the uniform shop for a couple of hours to coincide with parents picking up book lists.  
 
In March and September we held the Mother’s Day and Father’s Days stalls respectively, providing 
the children with learning opportunities to purchase gifts, exchange money and make decisions. 
Both stalls made a small profit with little stock leftover. These events are well received by the 
children and parents. However, with ever-increasing pupil numbers, the P&F will work with the 
school on the best way forward to run these activities. In 2018 we will look at using other schools’ 
suppliers as we feel there is a desire for better quality gifts, perhaps removing the $1 option.  
 
During Prep transition we met new parents at a morning tea and provided a popular sausage sizzle 
for the grade 5s and their prep buddies. 
 
Our annual Walkathon in June was a great success. This is our largest fundraising event and this 
year raised $4437. The event attracts a lot of enthusiasm and is well supported by the teachers. 
The P&F approached local businesses and attractions for donations. Participating companies 
included Skateworld, PARC, Gravity Zone, Xtreme Air, Strike Bowling, Enchanted Adventure 
Garden, Sidetracked and Puffing Billy. We also approached Mike Joy from Asset Property who 
kindly purchased two scooters and helmets for the main prize. The P&F used some of its funds to 
purchase sports equipment for additional prizes. In 2018 P&F will commence their fundraising 
efforts at the beginning of the year as they found many businesses had already allocated their 
sponsorship/donation budget when we contacted them in May. 
 
To coincide with the Easter Bonnet Parade and the Christmas concert, we ran raffles which are 
always well supported. The Easter Raffle raised $668 and the Christmas raffle raised $296.  
 
On one of the curriculum days we ran a session at Xtreme Air. However, the event wasn’t as well 
attended as previous times, possibly because it was a Monday when many parents work. The 
event raised $165.   
 
In September, we provided a footy day lunch which is always popular. However, cooking hot food 
for large numbers with just one oven is challenging. We hope the introduction of the canteen 
ordering system will alleviate some of the issues associated with this event.   
 
Without a functioning canteen, the P&F decided to organise a one-off Sushi lunch day. This raised 
$94. We also offered a Christmas Tarts fundraiser through Bakers Delight in Chelsea which raised 
$15. In hindsight not enough notice or advertising was given to this fundraiser, which went out at 
the same time as the Xmas raffle.   
 
In October, the Community Engagement team, with the help of P&F, organised a disco for school 
students and Preschool children. P&F sourced the entertainment and catering while the Preschool 
provided decorations and ran a fundraising sausage sizzle. Sessions were grouped by year level 
and each session was well attended. Overall the disco was an extremely popular event.  
 
This year P&F ran a Family Olympics event that was extremely well received. Many families got 
involved and feedback was positive. P&F presented the winning family with a trophy and it is hoped 
this will be an annual event on the school calendar. P&F are extremely grateful to Mr Jones, Mr 
Walsh and Mr Mac who helped set out the course and brief volunteers. Improvement, however, is 
needed on the scoring system. Funds raised were $728. 
 
 



 

 

In 2017, P&F donated $1458 towards the cost of the teachers’ travel and accommodation 
expenses for the Aerobics Championships in the Gold Coast and provided an annual $200 Year 6 
Graduation Award. Funds also went towards the various non-fundraising events P&F assist with 
such as the Father’s Day breakfast and Prep-buddy sausage sizzle.  
 
P&F were extremely pleased this year to be able to provide our art and music teachers with 
$2500 each to purchase new equipment. Funds were used to purchase fourteen 3/4 sized 
acoustic guitars, two bass ukuleles, an amplifier with microphones and leads and stands for the 
existing school keyboards, as well as 2 new drying racks for the art room and a large TV. 
 
In 2018 we are keen to add more social events to the calendar and work more closely with the 
Community Engagement team to provide support to their planned events.   
 
I would like to thank all the volunteers on the P&F committee for your ongoing commitment to 
BPS.  
  
Karoline Thomas 2017 P&F President 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 
 

On the 23rd of March there is a pupil free day at Bonbeach primary 
school. TheirCare will be running a curriculum day program from 7am-
6pm,with the expected out of pocket charges to be between $5.77-$32.04 
(Full fee $64.80). Please ensure you provide your child with a packed 
lunch and drink bottle. Breakfast and afternoon tea will be provided as 
usual.  
 

Bookings for this curriculum day are now open.  
To make bookings please select afterschool care.  
If you have any questions, feel free to speak to staff or contact us on 0439 
392 221. 
Thanks, we look forward to seeing you. 
The team at Theircare    

Dear Parents and Carers at Bonbeach Primary School,  
 
It is with great excitement that I announce the first performance dates for our music 
students, 2018! 
 
Grade 5/6 will be performing on stage at Assembly Week 8, Monday 19th March as 
a whole year level. All welcome to come and watch, cheer and enjoy the collective 
voices of our senior students.  
 
Grade 1/2 will be performing on stage at Assembly Week 9, Monday 26th March as 
a whole year level. Please come and support your superstars as they sing and 
perform (for many, the first time!) 
 
Grade 3/4 will be starting Term 2 of with a brilliant performance in Week 2, Monday 
23rd April, please come along and enjoy the sheer brilliance of Zag Zig! 
 
We look forward to seeing you there, proud as punch and making memories. 
  
Happy Singing 
Miss Thomas 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Fri 16/3   Canteen Lunch Day. Orders due Thurs 15/3 9am 
Sat 17/3   Pres-school working bee 9am-noon 
Tue 20/3   Uniform Shop open 8:50am-9:15am 

Wed 21/3   School Council AGM—6pm 
Fri 23/3   Curriculum Day-No students required at school 
Wed 28/3   Special Easter Lunch Pack Day. Orders due by 12noon Friday 23 March at flexischools.com.au 
Thur 29/3   Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Sun 8/4   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
 
 
TERM 2 
Mon 16/4   Term 2 begins at 9am 
Fri 20/4   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Fri 11/5   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sun 13/5   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Mon 14/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 1 
Tue 15/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 2     
Wed 16/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 3      
Thur 17/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 4 
Fri 18/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 5 
Mon21/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 6 
Tue 22/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 7 
Wed 23/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 8 
Fri 8/6    Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
 
Sun 10/6   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Sun 8/7   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Fri 29/6   Last day of term 2-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 

Bonbeach Preschool Enrolment Information  

Expressions of interest for children wishing to attend 3 year old 

preschool in 2019 opened on 5th March 2018 and are open until 29th June 

2018.  To be eligible to enrol in our 3 year old preschool program your 

child must turn 3 on or before 1st February in the year they are attending 

the 3 year old program. For more information and to download a form 

please visit the school website at http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/

page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information or ask for a copy of the 

form at the preschool. 

http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information
http://www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au/page/204/Pre-school-Enrolment-Information


 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Bonbeach Primary School is excited to be 
participating.  
 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of 
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set 
number of books by 7 September 2018. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. 
Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier 
and can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll. If you would like your child‘s name to 
appear on the Honour Roll, please sign the attached form and return it to your school. 
 
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian 
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

 
If you would like your child’s name to appear on the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge online Honour 
Roll, please sign this form and return it to your school. 

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
Definitions: Department refers to the Victorian Department of Education and Training, Person refers to the child/adult listed below in the consent 
declaration. 

Privacy Protection 
The Department takes its privacy obligations seriously and any personal information collected or used by the Department will be handled in accordance with 
the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic). This law sets out what we must do when the Department collects, uses, handles and destroys personal 

information.  Personal information includes personal details such as an individual’s name and school that could be used to identify an individual. 

Collection, use, disclosure and storage of personal information 

If you provide your consent your school will collect and disclose your child’s first and last name, and the name of the school to the Department. The 
Department will then: 

Publish your child’s name on its online Honour Roll located at: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc at the completion of the Challenge with no other identifying 
factors such as early childhood setting name. 

Accuracy, access to information and withdrawal of consent 

The Department will endeavour to ensure that any personal information held about your child is up to date and accurate. You can access, correct and 
withdraw personal information held by the Department by written request in accordance with the Department’s Information Privacy Policy located at: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/privacypolicy.aspx  
Consent may be withdrawn at any time by writing to the Department’s Privacy Unit on: privacy.enquiries@edumail.vic.gov.au .  

If you have any questions about this form, or if you need more information, please contact the PRC Challenge Coordinator at the Department 
readingchallenge@edumail.vic.gov.au or (03) 9637 3624.  

Yes I consent to my child’s name appearing on the online Honour roll 
 
Name of child………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Parent Signature……………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/privacypolicy.aspx
mailto:privacy.enquiries@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:readingchallenge@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 



 

 

  

 
Moonlit Sanctuary Keeper Club 
 

Kids enjoy environmental activities, animal encounters and native animal care. 
Day includes: interactions with dingo, python, off-limits animals, feeding animals & food prep, animal enrichment activities. 
Learn about our animals, their conservation and the environment. For ages 7-14 years.  
 

Easter 2018 school holiday dates: 
Week 1: Tues 3rd Wed 4h Thurs 5th Fri 6th April 
Week 2: Mon 9th Tues10th Wed 11th Thurs 12th Fri 13th April 
10am–4pm 

 

Cost: $75.00 per day, or $210 for 3 days (pro rata for additional days).  
Maximum 16 children per day. 
 

Bookings essential as spaces are limited 
Dress for the weather and wear closed-toe shoes, long pants and remember your hat or raincoat.  BYO lunch or purchase at the 
café. 
 

Moonlit Sanctuary 
550 Tyabb-Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale 
Phone 5978 7935 
Web: www.moonlitsanctuary.com.au 
 Open daily between 10am and 5pm 
 

 



 

 

Please 
remember to 
wear your 
wide brimmed 
hat every day 
until the end 
of April.  

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
each month from 8:50am-
9:15am.  
 

All purchases must be paid for 
prior to collecting from the 
uniform shop.  

 
Thank-you  
Katarina 
and Mandy 

 
 
  
 
 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student bank 
books to the school office on 
THURSDAY mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when depositing 
money into your account. 
 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 
 


