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Persistence   Confidence   Getting Along   Organisation   Resilience 

Principal’s Desk 
 
 
Last 3 weeks of Term 
 
I can’t believe I’m writing about the end of term already! The next 3 weeks are all short weeks for students. We have the 

Labour Day holiday this Monday 12
th
 March and there is a Curriculum Day on Friday 23

rd
 March. The Curriculum Day is 

centred around the refinement of the whole school approach to spelling. 
Thursday 29

th
 March is the last day of Term 1. Friday 30

th
 March is Good Friday. School will dismiss at 2:30pm on that 

Thursday. 
 
Building and Termites 
 
The termite exterminators visited last week and the termites are taking the baits. The main problem we have now is that some 
people are actually lifting the traps out of the ground and dumping them elsewhere. These traps are absolutely safe to handle 
but the less traps we have in situ, the longer it will take to eradicate the termite problem. If you see someone tampering with 
the traps, please let the school know so that we can rectify the situation.  
The school has had a second Worksafe inspection of the affected rooms and have declared that the rooms are safe for 
instructional use.  
 
Maths Specialists 
 
Great News! Bonbeach has been successful in an application for 2 x 0.5 maths specialists in addition to our current teaching 
cohort for the next two years. We look forward to enhancing our maths program, which will assist in developing our curriculum 
knowledge and implementation. 
 
Oops!  
 
I spelt Glen Doorey’s name incorrectly last week when I announced the successful nominees for School Council. I apologise 
for that error and look forward to a (hopefully!) mistake free year at School Council from here on. 
 

Staying relevant in a Digital World  
 
by Martine Oglethorpe  
 
As technology continues to advance and our lives become more immersed in everything digital, the challenges faced by 
parents can often feel overwhelming. We know that the technology is here to stay and we also know the many benefits that 
we can reap from the digital world. There are amazing ways we can connect and collaborate, raise awareness, create, learn 
and share. We are also frequently made well aware of the dangers and pitfalls of this connected world. We hear often about 
the predators, the pornography, the paedophiles, the gaming obsessions, the screen-time addictions and the cyberbullying. 
So how do we ensure that our kids are getting the very best that the technology has to offer whilst avoiding those negative 
elements? One of the best ways we can do this as parents is to remain relevant. But how do we stay relevant in a world that 
seems to move so fast? In a world where our kids already seem to know so much? It starts by taking the time to get to know 
the world your children are growing up in and work to understand the challenges they face. Because kids do face challenges 
and they will make mistakes. We need to ensure that those mistakes are ones they can learn from and aren’t life changing.  
 
Be the Wise ones  
 
Well they may well have a lot of knowledge when it comes to all things technical. But they are not necessarily wise like us. 
Now I use the word ‘us’ very loosely here in referring to the adult population, because anyone who has spent any time online 
knows there are many adults who are not wise. But generally speaking, adults have a lot more understanding of the 
intricacies of interactions, relationships and the complexities of human behaviours than kids do. Our kids are interacting and 
connecting with others in a world that is often beyond what they are developmentally and emotionally ready for. We need to 
help them with that.  



 

 

Play and interact  
 
Sure we all love the lure of an iPad to ensure we can finish our coffee whilst its hot or get the dinner cooked uninterrupted. 
But if we also take the time to play and interact with our kids and their devices, we get a different perspective about what they 
enjoy. We get the bonus of the interactive element as well as time to bond and enjoy something together. We also put 
ourselves in a much better position to set relevant boundaries and help them understand those boundaries. 
 
Listen to others and listen to your child 
 
 If your friend’s child is playing a game, has an account on social media or enjoys certain websites, then there is a good 
chance your child does too. Just as we would play at the park or hang out at the milk bar where our friends were when we 
were young, so too our kids will hang out where their mates are playing. So listen to those parents in the playground. Listen 
in to which popular apps and games are spoken about in the media. Listen to your child. Ask them what they like to do. Ask 
them about their concerns or their challenges. You may never keep up with every single app or site that your child visits, but if 
you have a good understanding of the ways kids are using technology and the sorts of things the technology is capable of, 
then you are in a much better position to help them use it safely and smartly.  
 
Be open and honest about what is out there  
 
Whilst there are times we certainly lament the passing of the good old days where screens, and social media were not such 
an integral part of our lives, we cannot afford to be in denial about the role technology is and will continue to play in the lives 
of our children. So rather than shut it down and try to avoid it, we need to be ready to have conversations that we may prefer 
not to have. We need to know that the average age a child first sees pornography is about 11, so we should understand that 
this is a very real possibility for our children. So how are we going to prepare them for that? What conversations would we 
need to have if we suspect this has happened? Because we do want to make sure that the education they are getting comes 
from us and not from the online world itself. So seek out knowledge, interact, talk to your kids and put yourself in the best 
position to remain relevant to your child’s world. Be the one they come to should things go wrong. Be the one they come to to 
share the positive experiences they have online. Our role as parents is not to shut down the accounts and take away the 
screens, but rather to ensure we are giving them the skills, the understanding and the thinking to make the very best 
decisions every time they go online. 
 
 
 
Ken Jones 
Principal 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sun 11/3   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Mon 12/3   Labour Day Holiday 
Fri 16/3   Canteen Lunch Day. Orders due Thurs 15/3 9am 
Sat 17/3   Pres-school working bee 9am-noon 
Tue 20/3   Uniform Shop open 8:50am-9:15am 

Wed 21/3   School Council AGM—6pm 
Fri 23/3   Curriculum Day-No students required at school 
Thur 29/3   Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Sun 8/4   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
 
 
TERM 2 
Mon 16/4   Term 2 begins at 9am 
Fri 20/4   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Fri 11/5   Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
Sun 13/5   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Mon 14/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 1 
Tue 15/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 2     
Wed 16/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 3      
Thur 17/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 4 
Fri 18/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 5 
Mon21/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 6 
Tue 22/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 7 
Wed 23/5   Prep to Yr 2 Swimming Program-Session 8 
Fri 8/6    Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am 
 
Sun 10/6   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Sun 8/7   Bonbeach Farmers’ Market 8:30-12pm 
Fri 29/6   Last day of term 2-students dismissed at 2:30pm 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 
 

On the 23rd of March there is a pupil free day at Bonbeach primary 
school. TheirCare will be running a curriculum day program from 7am-
6pm,with the expected out of pocket charges to be between $5.77-$32.04 
(Full fee $64.80).  
 

Bookings for this curriculum day are now open.  
To make bookings please select afterschool care.  
If you have any questions, feel free to speak to staff or contact us on 0439 
392 221. 
Thanks, we look forward to seeing you. 

The team at Theircare �   



 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Bonbeach Primary School is excited to be 
participating.  
 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of 
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set 
number of books by 7 September 2018. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. 
Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier 
and can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll. If you would like your child‘s name to 
appear on the Honour Roll, please sign the attached form and return it to your school. 
 
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian 
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

 
If you would like your child’s name to appear on the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge online Honour 
Roll, please sign this form and return it to your school. 

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
Definitions: Department refers to the Victorian Department of Education and Training, Person refers to the child/adult listed below in the consent 
declaration. 

Privacy Protection 
The Department takes its privacy obligations seriously and any personal information collected or used by the Department will be handled in accordance with 
the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic). This law sets out what we must do when the Department collects, uses, handles and destroys personal 

information.  Personal information includes personal details such as an individual’s name and school that could be used to identify an individual. 

Collection, use, disclosure and storage of personal information 

If you provide your consent your school will collect and disclose your child’s first and last name, and the name of the school to the Department. The 
Department will then: 

Publish your child’s name on its online Honour Roll located at: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc at the completion of the Challenge with no other identifying 
factors such as early childhood setting name. 

Accuracy, access to information and withdrawal of consent 

The Department will endeavour to ensure that any personal information held about your child is up to date and accurate. You can access, correct and 
withdraw personal information held by the Department by written request in accordance with the Department’s Information Privacy Policy located at: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/privacypolicy.aspx  
Consent may be withdrawn at any time by writing to the Department’s Privacy Unit on: privacy.enquiries@edumail.vic.gov.au .  

If you have any questions about this form, or if you need more information, please contact the PRC Challenge Coordinator at the Department 
readingchallenge@edumail.vic.gov.au or (03) 9637 3624.  

Yes I consent to my child’s name appearing on the online Honour roll 
 
Name of child………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Parent Signature……………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/privacypolicy.aspx
mailto:privacy.enquiries@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:readingchallenge@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           These fabulous resources were purchased through the Safeway Earn and Learn stickers. 
           Thank you to everyone who contributed by bringing in their stickers. We can’t wait to  
            start using these resources in the classroom. 
 

            Kylie Middleton and Kate Murray 



 

 

 
 
 
Congratulations to the Bonbeach Primary School Swimming Squad of 
2018. The team of 27 girls and boys from grade 3 to 6 represented 
our school at the Patterson District Swimming Sports last week, at the 
Pines Pool and did a fantastic job. We had a number of students who 
claimed second and third ribbons, but also a number of students won 
their events and will now go onto represent Bonbeach at the Kingston 
Divisional Finals next week. Well done and good luck to the following 
winners: 
 
Jasmin Scott u12/13 Girls Butterfly, Backstroke and Open Medley 
Relay  
Tara Ash u12/13 Open Medley Relay  
Tate Winnell u12/13 Boys Breaststroke  
Fern McGirr u11 Girls Freestyle, Backstroke and Open Medley Relay 
Brianna Harraway Open Girls Medley Relay  
Mitch Norton u11 Boys Breaststroke and Freestyle Relay  
Josh Granger u11 Boys Breaststroke and Freestyle Relay  
Ollie Gleeson u11 Boys Freestyle Relay 
Lachlan Chambers u11 Boys Freestyle Relay  
Bella Granger u9/10 Girls Breaststroke  
Grace Ash u9/10 Girls Freestyle Relay 
Isabelle Atkins u9/10 Girls Freestyle Relay 
Sophie Van Leeuwin u9/10 Girls Freestyle Relay 
Caitlyn Elding u9/10 Girls Freestyle Girls Relay  
 
Also a big thank you goes out to Julie Granger who offered up her 
time to coach the squad on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. The 
students presented Julie with a Bonbeach Primary School sport top 
and gift at assembly. With the results we got this year, it goes to show 
the training and hard work pays off. Julie is continuing the training for 
those that made it through to Divisional. Thanks again Julie!  
 
Once again, well done to the team and go BONBEACH!!!!!! 
 
-Mr Mac. 



 

 



 

 

                    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market! 
 

                         Sunday 11th March 

 
 

                                         open from 8:30am to 12:30pm 

                                               $2 donation per adult 

 
http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237 

 

Coles Sports for Schools 7th February - 11 May 2018 
 

Bonbeach Primary School is participating in the ‘Coles Sports for Schools’ scheme 
this year.  

 
You can help us obtain new sports equipment by collecting Sports for Schools 

vouchers from your local Coles Supermarket.  For every $10 spent, you will receive 
one voucher.  A collection box has been placed at the school office.  

http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237


 

 

  

 
Moonlit Sanctuary Keeper Club 
 

Kids enjoy environmental activities, animal encounters and native animal care. 
Day includes: interactions with dingo, python, off-limits animals, feeding animals & food prep, animal enrichment activities. 
Learn about our animals, their conservation and the environment. For ages 7-14 years.  
 

Easter 2018 school holiday dates: 
Week 1: Tues 3rd Wed 4h Thurs 5th Fri 6th April 
Week 2: Mon 9th Tues10th Wed 11th Thurs 12th Fri 13th April 
10am–4pm 

 

Cost: $75.00 per day, or $210 for 3 days (pro rata for additional days).  
Maximum 16 children per day. 
 

Bookings essential as spaces are limited 
Dress for the weather and wear closed-toe shoes, long pants and remember your hat or raincoat.  BYO lunch or purchase at the 
café. 
 

Moonlit Sanctuary 
550 Tyabb-Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale 
Phone 5978 7935 
Web: www.moonlitsanctuary.com.au 
 Open daily between 10am and 5pm 
 

 



 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
each month from 8:50am-
9:15am.  
 

All purchases must be paid for 
prior to collecting from the 
uniform shop.  

 
Thank-you  
Katarina 
and Mandy 

 
 
  
 
 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student bank 
books to the school office on 
THURSDAY mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when depositing 
money into your account. 
 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 
 


