
 

 

   9th February 2018 
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Principal’s Desk 
 
 

Thank you to all the teachers who organised and attended the information evenings. They were 
exceptionally well run and very informative. These evenings always show me how much our community 
value the education of their children. All the meetings were very well attended and the questions at the 
end of the sessions were thoughtful and displayed a high level of engagement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Get ready for a new Bonbeach Primary School canteen! 
 
Parents, school council and staff have been working hard on finding and planning a canteen service 
appropriate for Bonbeach Primary School. 
  
The school has decided to trial a new approach to the canteen that involves a pre-ordered lunch service 
one day a week, using an online ordering and payment app, Flexischools. Parent volunteers will 
distribute lunches to the classrooms. 
  
Planning is underway to launch the new canteen in the next few weeks. Keep your eye out for further 
details, however some basic information on how it will run is provided below.  When it’s available, menu 
and online ordering information will be provided via the school newsletter, Flexibuzz, Compass and 
Facebook. 
The basics: 
The canteen will offer a pre-ordered lunch service on Fridays 
Lunch orders will be placed using an online app, Flexischools. Parents will need to register with 
Flexischools prior to ordering from the canteen. 
The canteen will offer a variety of food, including healthy choices, in line with the school’s Healthy Eating 
Policy. 
The canteen service will include hot pastas, sushi, sandwiches, wraps, salads, snacks and drink options, 
provided by local cafes and businesses. 
We will be starting with a trial of this new canteen system in Term 1, so please be patient and 
understanding as we may experience some hiccups along the way! 



 

 

Volunteers are needed! Our canteen will be providing items supplied by local businesses, however 
parent volunteers will be required on Friday mornings to receive, pack and distribute the lunch orders to 
the classes. Please fill out a volunteer form at the school office, or speak to or text Pam Paton or 
Simone Heywood if you would like to help bring our canteen to fruition! 
 
School Building 
 
At the information evenings Mr Walsh and I made a commitment to keep everyone up to date with the 
building works and any development we hear will be relayed on immediately to you. Any details of 
building works will continue to be posted on the Facebook page and on our website. At this stage, the 
only hold up to the commencement of the works is the termite presence. There will be a check done on 
the 19

th
 February and, depending upon the termite activity found, work can start then or another check 

will be needed four weeks after that. Therefore we have no clear idea when the works will commence or 
be completed. There have been many rumours floating around on social media. Two that I can dispel 
immediately are that the school grounds are not going to be sold off for housing blocks and that the 
classrooms with the termite damage, whilst not the most attractive rooms, are structurally sound, 
habitable and can be used if needed.  Working on the original timeframe (ie. 2 February - 6 March ) it 
was decided that there would be less disruption to any of our classes or programs using the rooms we 
are currently using. 
I have inquired about the possibility of Bonbeach getting another relocatable to assist with the 
accommodation of our students but that can only be considered after the census date (28 February).  
 
Replacement Teachers 

 
We have had to put in place a policy for the replacement of teachers who are absent for a short time 
because of illness, appointments, etc. The current cost for a casual replacement teacher is $353 per 
day. Schools are allocated 5 days a year for each teacher in their budget. This works out to be 
approximately $30-35000 a year. Last year Bonbeach spent over $95000 for casual relief teachers 
which is something that we cannot afford to do. There are a few ways to keep this expenditure on 
budget. One is to use up the days as teachers are away and then put something else in place that won’t 
cost money. This is very haphazard and could create problems later in the year. We are following the 
process that many other schools currently follow and that is not to replace the absent teacher on the 
first day they are away and split the students into the other home groups in that level. This would not 
adversely affect the students. All the teachers are prepared for such an eventuality, and because all the 
level team plan together, they are aware of the work requirements and expectations of the students. All 
subsequent days, the teacher would be replaced. 
 
This process will minimize disruptions to the students’ learning and class programs and enable us to 
stretch the budget further so that we won’t have to take money from other areas of the school 
programs. 
 

Video Games: the good, the bad and getting the balance right 
 
Video games tend to get a bad rap from parents and the media. There’s the fear of your child 
being locked away in their room for hours on end, inhabiting a virtual world that removes them 
from family, friends, school work and anything resembling reality. Then there is the fear of what 
someone might do following a session of first-person shooting, blowing up cars and taking out 
snipers with an AK47. Not to mention the seemingly wasted hours spent staring at a screen. 

 
Without doubt there is some substance to some of the fears around gaming obsessions and violent 
behaviours. However, like many elements of the modern world, the negative impacts are often affecting 
only a very small minority and often these are in the extreme. 
It is safe to say that many, many young people can play video games in a way that benefits their 
physical, social and emotional wellbeing. Like most things, when game playing is done with balance 
and perspective, it can actually be a most productive way for a young person to spend their time. 
 



 

 

The benefits of video games 

Cognitive and physical benefits. There are lots of great skills developed when playing video 
games. Analysing, thinking, problem solving, creating, team work and collaboration form the 
backbone of many games. Spatial awareness and hand–eye coordination skills, many of which can 
be transferred to the real world, are an added benefit. Many workplaces and training institutes use 
games to simulate real-world situations and the medical field is increasingly using forms of gaming to 
help with physical and neurological disorders. 
 
Social and emotional benefits. Many kids who struggle to fit in at school, or don ’t make the 
sports teams, often feel a real sense of belonging, connection and achievement when playing video 
games. For those who find it difficult to shine in mainstream environments, gaming can be a great 
way for them to boost their self-esteem and sense of identity in a space that offers comfort, 
connection and control. 
 
Thinking outside the box. Many games encourage players to think outside the box, take risks 
and critically analyse a situation. There is a lot of trial-and-error required in many games and this 
helps to develop players’ persistence in problem solving tasks as they strive to get to the next level, 
the next world or create the next big city. 
 
Stress release. There is certainly an element of stress release that many games provide for 
young people. After a long day at school it can be a welcome relief to immerse yourself in a game 
that allows you to switch off a little. 
 
Keeping it under control 

Of course these benefits won’t eliminate the concerns many parents have about game playing, 
especially of online games. So what are some things we can do as parents to help keep it under 
control? 
 
Look at your individual child. Are they coming to the dinner table without a fight? Are they 
coming to the table without bringing their device? If they are struggling too much in any of these 
areas over a long period of time, it might be time to make some changes. 
 
Come up with time limits together. Discuss together what you think is fair based on the need to 
ensure they are striking the right balance and have enough energy for their other pursuits. While your 
child is young, give them a warning ahead of when you want them stop so they have time to finish 
whatever they are creating or whatever level they are at in their game. This helps them to get better 
at regulating their time. 
 
Play a game with your child. It is much easier to make rules and boundaries around 
something that you understand and that they know you understand. Play a game with your child to 
get a feel for what they enjoy about it, be witness to some of the skills they may be developing and 
enjoy some important bonding time with your child. 
 
Remove headphones, particularly when younger children are playing online games with 
friends or where others are involved. That way you can have your ears pricked to any bullying, 
aggressive play or unwanted language. 
 
So next time you are lamenting the time your child spends playing video games, remember that as 
long as you are able to come up with some rules and boundaries together, you will have a much 
better chance of keeping game playing healthy and beneficial. With the gaming industry growing 
rapidly and continually creating and providing for so many other industries, your child may well be 
working on the skills they’ll need in their future career. 
 
Ken Jones 
Principal  



 

 

From the Assistant Principal 

 
Apps 
Technology is coming along in leaps and bounds. It sometimes seems that as soon as you get your head around one piece of 
technology, it is replaced by something newer and flashier. Sometimes it is better, sometimes not.  
 
At Bonbeach PS, we make use of 3 main apps for your phone and/or your tablet. Unfortunately, we are not aware of any one app 
that encompasses what we would like to offer you as parents. The 3 main apps are Compass, Seesaw and Flexibuzz. In the table 
below, I have outlined what each app offers. If you ever have any difficulties with these, please speak to the Office or come and 
see me. 
*Compass is also used by many local government secondary schools. 
 
In addition to the apps below, we also use Facebook to celebrate events at school. Go to Facebook and search for Bonbeach 
Primary School and Preschool (https://goo.gl/gbDFuL)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Traffic 
Now that school has gone back, traffic has increased in the area. To help keep our children safe, please ensure you take your time 
when driving around the school. We have also had reports of some students crossing the road 15 metres away from the crossing. 
We are all responsible for ensuring our children are safe. Please make sure you discuss road rules with your child and why they 
are important for us all.  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  
  
Seesaw 

  

 

https://web.seesaw.me/ 
Seesaw is primarily a digital portfolio of your child’s work. This can in-
clude photos of work and videos of presentations. The teachers post 
‘snapshots’ of your child’s day (not every day) and you get an insight into 
what is happening – it takes away the inevitable answer to the question we 
all ask as parents ‘What did you do today?’ – ‘Not much’, or, ‘Nothing’. 

  
Flexibuzz 

  

 

https://web.tiqbiz.com/login 
In 2018, Flexibuzz will be used primarily as a tool for ordering canteen 
lunches on Fridays (this may expand to other items in the future). In the 
past, it has been used as a communication tool, however, we are going to 
use Compass for this from now on. 

  
  
Compass 

 

https://bonbeachps-vic.compass.education/ 
Compass is going to be the school’s most important app for communica-
tion. In the Parent Portal, you will be able to access your child’s reports, 
view the school calendar, complete online consent forms and payments 
(e.g. excursions, swimming program etc – no more lost notes in the bottom 
of your child’s bag!), inform the school of your child’s absences, view re-
minders, view the Newsletter and book Parent Teacher Interviews. 

https://goo.gl/gbDFuL
https://web.seesaw.me/
https://web.tiqbiz.com/login
https://bonbeachps-vic.compass.education/


 

 

 
Student Attendance 
The Department of Education (DET) has been directed by Daniel Andrews (Premier of Victoria) to change when 
schools are to inform parents that their child is absent from school. This is in response to some children being left 
in cars when parents have gone to work. Bonbeach PS will be trialling a system later this term using Compass - 
SMS and /or app push. Later this year it will be compulsory for all government schools in Victoria to do this. It is 
likely that the cost for this is to be borne by individual schools. The best way to help keep costs down is to enter 
absences via the Compass app before 9 am on the day your child is absent from school. You can also enter 
absences in advance, e.g., holidays, medical appointments.  
 
The absence phone line will still be operational for those who wish to use this. Using the app before 9 am means 
that the class teacher will see the absence already entered when the roll is marked at 9am. You will also have a 
record that it has been entered.  
 
If you receive this alert, please contact the school to inform us of the absence. While this may seem like an 
inconvenience, your children’s safety is of paramount concern. 
 
Please see the video instructions on how to complete this on your Compass feed. We will be publishing monthly 
'non-explained' absence data in the Newsletter. The data will be at a year level with no individual student or grade 
identified. 

 
Parent-Teacher Interviews Grade 1-6 only 
Parent-Teacher Interviews for Grade 1-6 families are to be held the week of the 12th of 
February (Prep parents will be having a 10 minute talk with the teacher at the school 
entry assessments on Wednesdays after the 1 hour assessment). This first interview of 
the year is an excellent opportunity for you to share important information regarding 
your child, information that will help the classroom teacher best support your child to 
ensure that he or she can succeed. As it is very early in the year, the teacher will be 
able to provide information on how your child has settled into the 2018 grade and 
some preliminary information regarding initial academic performance. A 
comprehensive report and interview regarding academic and social progress will be 
offered mid-year. 
 
The teachers do their best to ensure that the interviews are completed in the allocated time. However, at times, 
interviews may run longer than expected. Please try to be understanding. If you have more than one child at 
Bonbeach PS, it would be helpful to have at least a 10 minute ‘break’ between each interview.  
 
The booking system opened on Monday 5th February at 10:00am. The only way to book your interviews in 2018 
will be via Compass. If you have not logged in as yet, please do so as soon as possible so that any ‘bugs’ can be 
fixed. If you have any difficulties, feel free to contact me via the Office, or you can send me an email at 
walsh.patrick.g@edumail.vic.gov.au.  
 
I would like to thank the teachers for giving up their evenings (Information Evenings and Parent Teacher 
Interviews) with their families and other commitments. Our staff do this because they recognise the importance of 
a strong school-home relationship, to make sure we have a common understanding and that they value your input. 
We are fortunate to have such committed teachers and support staff at Bonbeach PS!  

 

 

Regards, 

Patrick Walsh 

mailto:walsh.patrick.g@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

UPDATE STUDENT INFORMATION 
 

  

All parents will be receiving a Student 
Information Details form via email for 
each child today.  It is very important that 
we have up to date information about you 
and your child/ren. Please make any 
changes to EACH STUDENT’S  
PROFILE and return to the Office no 
later than NEXT Friday 16th February 
2018. 
 

PLEASE RETURN FORMS EVEN IF 
NO CHANGES ARE MADE. 
 
 

If your child has a Medical Management 
Plan eg: Asthma, Allergies etc please 
provide a copy to the office if you have 
not already done so. 
 

Please note it is imperative that we 
have up to date information for you 
and your child/ren. 



 

 

COMMUNICATION IS VERY IMPORTANT—PLEASE READ 
 
Newsletters and Notices 
Newsletters (Jumbunna) are an important communication link between the school and home. 
Jumbunna is an Indigenous word meaning ‘place to meet and talk.’ 
To access the newsletter please subscribe through the school website – 
www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au  Please also refer to the calendar on the website. 
 
Those parents who do not have access to the internet will be able to collect a copy from the office. 
  
The class teacher will distribute notices regarding excursions and special events to each child or per 
family with the youngest child. These will also be available from the website. Many Newsletters and 
Notices contain ‘cut off and return slips' and it would greatly assist the school if parents could attend 
to these and return them promptly and if payment is required please enclose correct money. It is 
extremely important to have permission slips and payment to the office on time as we will 
not accept any late replies. 
If you send the permission slip without payment the slip will be returned home via the 
student. 
 
Flexibuzz 
We use an app to send instant messages, notices and reminders.  TheFlexibuzz app will help our 
school keep parents fully informed and up-to-date with news and events.  It’s easy to use and also 
has the benefit of helping reduce our paper consumption by printing less. Search for Flexibuzz at 
the App Store, find and tick our school and register. Please tick the box that represents your child/
ren year, Junior box (for Prep,1 & 2), Middle box for (year 3  & 4) and a Senior box for (year 5 & 6). 
Please refer to instructions below.  



 

 

Dear Families of potential drummers, rock stars or High School music, 
 
The percussion teacher at Bonbeach primary school has some limited vacancies 
for 2018. 
Michael is a professional percussionist who started his musical career at Patterson 
River College. 
A drum kit is not a prerequisite to start learning how to play (just in case that is the 
only roadblock!) 
Students are offered group lessons during school lunch break (currently 1:40-
2:40). 
For any further enquiries, please contact Miss Thomas or send an email to the 
school with your name, students name and contact number expressing your 
interest.  
  
Happy Drumming 
Miss Thomas 

Dear Bonbeach Primary School Community,  
  
I would like to publically thank the Parents and Friends (P & F or P 'n F) for their 
generous contribution to our school music program. From their thoughtfulness, our 
students now have fourteen 3/4 sized acoustic guitars, two bass ukulele's, an amplifier 
with microphones and leads and stands for our existing school keyboards. 
In translation, it is now possible for each class to create an ensemble and perform (in 
time) as a band. 
The excitement this has caused among our students is palpable and I'm utterly 
ecstatic at the new musical skills and opportunities this creates. Please keep an eye 
out for Performance Announcements! 
  
Thank you also to Tim B at Cranbourne Music for his advice and processing the order 
so quickly. Cranbourne Music is our instrumental supplier and Tim has been 
supporting our music program over the last year. 
  
Listen out for the new sound of Bonbeach Music 
  
Miss Thomas 
  



 

 

Message from the PE department: 
  
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
  
As you know, our school and enrolments are growing. As a result, in 2018 we now 
have over 80 Grade 5/6 students, which is fantastic. However, because of these 
large numbers, we cannot take all Grade 5/6 students to AWAY inter-school sport 
days.  
  
It has been decided that Grade 6s will have the first option to attend all AWAY games 
and Grade 5s will participate on a rotating system. The students who don’t go one 
week will get to go to the next away game and so on. The students that stay at 
school will still do a sporting activity. All students will play every HOME inter-school 
sport match. 
  
The inter-school sport fixture for Term 1: 
  
16

th
 Feb: at Home v Carrum Primary School (all students participate) 

23
rd

 Feb: at Home v Patterson Lakes Primary School (all students participate) 
2

nd
 Mar: District Swimming Carnival (no inter-school sports) 

9
th

 Mar: at Carrum Primary School (first Grade 5 rotation participating) 
16

th
 Mar: at Home v Seaford Primary School (all students participate) 

  
In Terms 1 and 2 there is also a Lighting Premiership where every school plays each 
other in shortened round robin matches. Unfortunately, Bonbeach won’t be 
competing in Term 1, as the date falls on a School Council approved Curriculum Day 
(Friday 23

rd
 March). We will participate in the Term 2 Lighting Premiership (date yet 

to be confirmed).  
  
Cheers, 
Mr Mac.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
2018 
 
 
Wed 14/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 21/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 28/2   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
Wed 7/3   Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school 
     School Council AGM—6pm 
Thur 29/3   Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Bonbeach Vocalists and Karaoke Champions! 
 
Bonbeach Choir will be beginning next week on Wednesday's at 
Lunchtime! 
This is an open event for boys, girls, young and younger to join in 
(no charge). 
Location to be confirmed on the day 
so please listen out for the 
announcements. 
  
See you there 
Miss Thomas 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of 
the Week awards at next week’s assembly. 

  
 
 
  
 
 

 JDB   Jackson R 
 JKM   Charli W 
 JST   Kye  
 
 JBK   JBK 
 JBS   Harrison S 
 JDJ    JDJ 
    JMW   JMW 
  
 
 MKM   Zac B 

 MLH   Eilidh J    
 MMM   Alva D   
   

 Senior School:  Grace R,  Jacob M,  Sienna S and Nicholas M 
 
 Art:   SWI 
 Sport:  MKM 
 Music:  SC 
   

                    Bonbeach Farmers’ Market! 
 

                         Sunday 11th February 

 
 

                                         open from 8:30am to 12:30pm 

                                               $2 donation per adult 

 
http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237 

 

http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=2276905e29bd243e62bbe9d94&id=8aed3dd237


 

 

Coles Sports for Schools 7th February - 11 May 2018 
 

Bonbeach Primary School is participating in the ‘Coles Sports for Schools’ scheme 
this year.  

 
You can help us obtain new sports equipment by collecting Sports for Schools 

vouchers from your local Coles Supermarket.  For every $10 spent, you will receive 
one voucher.  A collection box has been placed at the school office.  



 

 

Music this week has focused on Beat and Rhythm. These are the two biggest pieces of 
the music puzzle. Without the Beat or the Rhythm, working together, the music would 
fall apart! 
Classes this week marched to a beat, clapped beats (with their hands and their noses!) 
Middle and senior students found the rhythm in a Katy Perry song and could clap (and 
sing) the rhythm. 
Most impressive were the grades who could make a beat and rhythm and switch back 
and forth without 'losing a beat'! 
 
Special thanks to Leo, Koby, James, Sophie and Jasper who turned pages of the piano 
music and a special mention of the counting (1+2 +3 +4+ close bracket 
by Jethro, a very tricky feat and he nailed it. 
  
These are some pics of the super builders Noah, Harrison, Zander and Reese who 
built our keyboard stands using their brains, an allen key and some muscle. These are 
the music stands supplied by our P&F team and Cranbourne Music. With these, our 
students will be able to use the keyboards in our Stage Room, learning Major and 
minor chords next week! 
  
Bonbeach Choir are putting together a repetoire (collection of songs) for performing at 
the end of term. Rehearsals started yesterday with a very good turnout and wonderful 
voices! Thank you to Mr Waters for the use of his classroom and whiteboard. Choir is a 
no charge, free, opportunity to sing, share music and prepare for performances. All 
students (and staff) are welcome, Wednesday lunchtime in Mr Waters Room. 
  
Keep groovin' 
Miss Thomas 

  

 



 

 

2018 CSEF Applications are available from the Office or 
www.bonbeachps.vic.edu.au.  Please complete the application and present 
with Health Care Card which must be valid for the 29th January 2018. 
Applications must be at the office by Friday 23rd  February 2018. 



 

 

FROM THE ART ROOM 
 

Please provide your child with an 
Art Smock.  It can be an old large 
t.shirt or shirt. All  children are to 
bring an Art Smock if they are 
participating in Art classes.  All 
paint used is non toxic and water 
based.   
Paint on clothing:  Hand wash in 
cold water with soap.  To remove 
any stains remaining in the fabric 
use a stain remover and follow the 
directions.   
It is important NOT to use hot 
water.   
 

Thank you 
Mrs Kellie Batson 

Please 
remember to 
wear your 
wide brimmed 
hat every day 
until the end 
of April.  

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

 

The Uniform Shop is open  
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
each month from 8:50am-
9:15am.  
 

All purchases must be paid for 
prior to collecting from the 
uniform shop.  

 
Thank-you  
Bonnie, Katarina 
and Mandy 

 
 
  
 
 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL 
BANKING 

 
 

 

Please  bring your student bank 
books to the school office on 
THURSDAY mornings.  
 

Please remember to fill in the 
payment slip when depositing 
money into your account. 
 
 

Thank you 
Wendy 
 
 
 



 

 

KUMON CARRUM EDUCATION 
CENTRE  
BOOK a Free Diagnostic 
Assessment! 
 



 

 


